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On the concept of Controlled Entity Type

Ryosuke HOTAKA
Inst. of Socio-Economic Planning, Univ. of Tsukuba

As one of the significant characteristics of object-oriented database compared
to those of traditional data model, object identity is proposed. The equivalent
concept observed in the traditional data model is the identifier key concept
based on its "value”, but advocates of object-oriented database pointed out
several drawbacks of the value-based identifier.

On the other hand, value-based identifiers seem to be indispensable from the
points of view of practitioners. This paper reconsiders these different
opinions and proposes a concept “controlled entity type” in trying to integrate
both traditional and object-oriented databases.
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