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This paper describes document retrieval in the Xebec document database man-
agement system. The most prominent feature of document retrieval in Xebec
is to utilize “contextual information” of structured documents. In the Xebec
data model, contents of documents are represented as ordered trees called logical
structures. Contextual information is the mixture of information within nodes
and structural relationship between nodes in logical structures. Specifying queries
based on contextual information, we can describe precise conditions, while keep-
ing document schemata generic: schemata need not to be changed for specific
purposes.
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