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Abstract We are developing an image retrieval system based on an automatic object extraction method. This system can
process queries such as "Search all images that include an object like this." We reported on its architecture and some
techniques as applied to Japanese paintings at DEWS'97. In this paper, we answer the following two questions that were
posed at this workshop. o .

(Q1) Can the system extract objects automatically from photographs?

(Q2) How effective is object retrieval by shape when the object is extracted from a photograph?

key words  image retrieval, content based retrieval, object recognition, retrieve by partial shape
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