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BMIR-J2, a test collection for evaluation of Japanese information retrieval systems to be
released in March 1998, has been developed by a working group under the Special Interest
Group on‘Database Systems in Information Processing Society of Japan. Since March 1996, a
preliminary version called BMIR-J1 has been distributed to fifty sites and used in many research
projects. Based on comments from the BMIR-J1 users and our experience, we have enlarged
the collection size and revised search queries and relevance assessments in BMIR-J2. In this
paper, we describe BMIR-J2 and its development process, and discuss issues to be considered
for improving BMIR-J2 further.
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