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Issues and attempts to introduce research data management at
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Abstract: There is a worldwide trend to manage and share research data resulting from research activities. Research data, resulting
from research activities, are in general managed by researchers; however, seen from efficiency and accountability point of view,
academic institutions are increasingly held responsible for providing infrastructure and support research activities of researchers
within institution as well as being accountable as an institution in case of scientific misconducts. Nonetheless, as research data
management is a relatively new trend, it has not made that far at Japanese academic institutions.

This work attempted to clarify the issues the academic institutions face when introducing research data management into the
institution by discussing the issues with a workgroup of several universities. The need of having various stakeholders within
institution on the same page, the need of research data management to be properly positioned in the university strategy, the need
to recognize the research data as assets of the institution, the need of institution to provide e-infrastructure and support system for
research data management, and the need for research data management training were raised.

To address these issues and raise awareness of university administration, AXIES, which is the association of ICT centers of
Japanese universities, drafted the “Recommendations for Research Data Management at Academic Institutions.” This work is to
be followed by 1) questionnaire survey template to be used by universities to understand the needs of researchers on research data
management and 2) collection of case studies of research data management implementation.
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Table 1  Aspects when reporting on research data management

within the university.
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Figure 1 Organization of research data management within

academic institution (an image).
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Figure 2 The needed multi-stakeholder approach for realizing

research data management within academic institution.
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