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“Personal information” and “information concerning
an individual” in Japanese personal information protection
legislation

HASEGAWA KOICHIf

Abstract: The problem posed by 2,000 PIP systems (the P2K problem) indicates that, in Japan, there is a difference in the scope
of “personal information” in the law applied to the personal information handling of business operators, central government
organizations, local governments, incorporated administrative agencies, and local incorporated administrative agencies. In this
paper, I examine the significance of “personal information” and “information concerning an individual” classifications in personal
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information protection legislation and systematically present the issues related to solving the P2K problem.
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