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Practice and Challenges on Web Archiving -
at the National Diet Library, Japan:
The Internet to be a Stable Intellectual Infrastructure

Nobuki HIROSE
Digital Library Division, National Diet Library
Seika-dai 8-1-3, Seika-cho, Sorakugun, Kyoto 619-0287, Japan
E-Mail: nhirose@ndl.go.jp

Abstract It is difficult to refer to antecedent works on the Internet because it lacks locational and
chronological stability. In June 2002, the National Diet Library, Japan has started a project called
WARP (Web Archiving Project), to harvest and archive the web resources for the sake of future
generations. Web archiving involves a lot of difficulties such as copyright, legal deposit, granularity,
selection, robot performance, quality control, re-harvesting policy, deep web, metadata, identifier,
text search, archiving format, authenticity, long-term preservation, crawling strategy and so on.
Based on the outcomes of WARP, I report the practice and challenges on web archiving.

Keywords Internet, Web Archiving, National Library, Surface Web, Web Robot, Copyright, Legal
Deposit, Metadata, Digital Preservation
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