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Relationship between the patterns of punch line and characters’ desires in Shin-

Ichi Hoshi's early works
Kei Masutomi (Atelier Salvador)
Hajime Murai (Future University Hakodate)

In order to confirm that desires of characters are involved in the unique irony and satisfaction given by the end
of the flash fictions of Shin-Ichi Hoshi, we classified and counted the patterns of punch line at the last part of
stories and character’s desires. We also counted the number of stories which has a specific punch line and a desire
and analyzed the residuals of the chi-square test. Results indicate that characters in Hoshi's stories tend to hold
desires for money or material things, curiosity and liberation. It is also suggested that the story in which a character
has desire for money or material things tends to contain reversal of position or situation of people.
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