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Sequence-level Knowledge Distillation for CTC Acoustic models
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1. ELC®IC

BRI D T B NT, KD deep neural network-
hidden Markov model (DNN-HMM) N+ 7)) v RE T
WZRHBHEETIINE LT, connectionist temporal clas-
sification (CTC) [1], [2] Z W= S EETLHRMEINT
W3 [3], [4], 5], [6], [7], [8], [9], [10], [11]). DNN-HMM T
X, BHOETV—LIMorDTRUBPNEINE I L
ERHEE LCWED, FEME TV —LT DTV
HAS, FA RS HMM 2 HWT 7L —ALZ D
T ROVHEZAED S AR I RAIND BN B ETH
5. — /i CTC OFMATIE, 7LV —ATLIZTRIVEA
322 IEiiRe LTEST, TERS»oEBEH LR
H|Z#EE T B recurrent neural network (RNN) 255 U,
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o TRBRHTHAMM I L B 2 v N7 — 27 HIT DN
AETH 5. 72 DNN-HMM TIE T R_UH, HIZIES S
A7 4> ® HMM REED & 5 2B Ml 9> W BAL T
HFINTWBEDIZHLT, CTC TRH7 LV —LHTIN
NEEBTDZRENRRNEZD, B/ 74 09X FE, HiEe
W IR WEMA TSRV EERT S Z & hE
Thb. AEOK#E»S, CTC IIHEPSHEETVEMA
W72\ End-to-end A 284 [10], [11] %, FE1 XY M
o (12], [13] &Rk A mAHRIZHVW ST WS,

M1 7% ® (knowledge distillation; KD)[14], [15] &
teacher-student & & HIEIXND, —a2—F)L %Y h T —
I DEBFED—DTHB. KD I, »DETIN (EMEE
FLIER) 28T HH02, EM T L& BEE 5129
ZROOIC, ERETIV IO EEMERERET IV (KT T
V) DN ZRERLT5Z LT, HEETIVEAMET
WOMEBIZEL 725 X D28 T A FETHS. KD idE
WZZa—IVxy NI =2 DETIVEMRMEDLNTE D,
Z ZCIRE AL - KB RE TV R BEE T, N
ETNEAEEET VL LTS [16], [17], (18], [19]. F7=
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WS EBET VOEHIZH DN TS [20], [21], [22].
ZITRH IV —VERLHEERONTLVILT — X2 K
L, ZV—vEmeslAWCEE I ZET VERAIET IV
EUT, MEEREAAVTERET VEFEI®LZ LT,
KON FIVF4avERL D RVEREERTZ
EPREINT NS,

KD (& DNN-HMM % H\W 7z 5 ERBFRICB W TRIEYRH
5 ENMEINTWSY, CTC HEETF VLTI L
AHRENLL TU £ o B HRE ST WS [23]. CTC
2 KD AT EIUR, FlZE, RISV TILR A
LR MSNHE AR bidirectional-RNN RX— 2D CTC % i€
)L & LT, unidirectiona-l RNN X—2Z2 D CTC %87
52T, EMEREDLD Y TILAR A LAE A HEZ: End-to-end
BRERBOFER L EDOINHAMIFEI NG, I TRLDL
FiR%E [24] TIX, OTC BEET VDD KD Tkt L
T, 7V=LL~NUDKD HREV—T VAL R)LD KD
FREREFT LU, 7L =L L)V KD I3 itsko KD AR &
FkRIZ, ZUV—ALT&IZHW - EfEET VD70 AT b
oV—%2H/MET B2 TEREIFDS. —~HY—FT VAL
)V KD GG — T VAR T/ OATY O —% i
IMET B, HIRFEROKER, fEkD 7L —L L~V KD ik
CTCIZ#HHT % L MRENHL, =7 VAL ~_)VKD T
HIE CTC OUREZ LETRETH D Z L ZHSMIT LTz,

T x DEIFHETI, V=TV ALVRILVKD REL
T N-best N— ZADFEEREL 228, ZoOF RGBT D
CTC OFFxt U T ED N £ (N & N-best (K D)
WX 572, FEICET ARMOMEIZ LD, KEHKE
MREDBBRAIAMTE T W o7z, ARE TlX, N-best
N—ZADFE%E GPU THERIICFIEI S LT, KT
MR & D $2 < DGR CIMti 217 -7z, T SIZFHES)
KADED, TT 4 AR—ZADFEERIEZEL, N-best X—
ADFEERE - WHEE OB AT EITS. £z,
ETIVEMDOFEER & MHEE T BET VEEHOEREZITV,
REFEOEME 2R T 5.

2. BEERE

2.1 Connectionist temporal classification

—fiz, HEEABTE IV LT IIELSNDE IR
(KA 7 EER) &, 7V—LBUTOEZ DI NILRT]
LIZEWT 208039 5. CTC1] T, H—FLDiEb
B LU DHIFRE blank 7~V (=7 R)VEEL) 2EATH L
T, NAPSITRILVRINDOEHEZIToT WS, T I T,
ZOEWMBEKE B (772U 1=B(n)) LEETS. [A—D
TRV RHNEHIT BN RIEREET 5720, FHR5]
xZANUZEEDTRUVRHOE IR, 2DIR
NVRINZEBLI N Z2NADHAERDBRMTREINS.
px) = > plalx) (1)

reB-1(1)
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WA 7 DHAERIILTD LS IZEHEI NS,
T
plrlx) =[] ot (2)
t

ZZTyY, BV —LtiZBIFSRNND m IZB$% /) —
ROHIEEZRT. TIZT7V—L8TH 5.

CTC FEETIVIX, T RVRINTHT 2 T KLU
noEHEING, BTFOBEEBEKERIMET S LD I2¥E
T5.

Lore=— Y pllx)= > Fere(llx)  (3)
(x,)ez (x,))ez
ZW3FET—20%y hERT. Fore(llx) = —Inp(l)x)
WHEE T L DI T, SHTOFHADZOEHRL TV
5. )% k& U7 &, back propagation (ZMHE & 78
%, /7 =Kyl I3 Lore DABLUIATD X S 1T
AEEINS.

dLcrc L1 Z
t ut
8yk p(llX) Yk m(B(m)=1,m=k)

p(rlx) (4)

D (Blr)=Lme =iy P(TT[X) &, T RIVRE] 2L, D7
V=LAt IZBWT IRk &85 R TDNRNADMERRH %
BERT 5. Z ORI forward-backward 7L IV X LIZ
o TMAD LS ILFHEINS.

DEEFCERID R L NC
w:(B(m)=1,m =k) si(l=k) 7
ar(s), Bils) BENTN, tBRED T L—LIZBWT, TR
NRHTIHD s BHD TRV Z@EL/8ADHEE, %54
EERTHD. s: (I, =k) IX1ATBTZ TV k OfLE
%373, forward-backward 7 )L 3V X L O FERIE SRR [1]
ESRI N,

2.2 HMHEHEE

MRS (KD)15] 1id=a2—F )Lk v T — 27 DR
HED—2T, HBET N (EHET V) 2B T I, E
g 7 NV EBEIESIZT 2RO, EEETLIDEE
MHERET IV (BEFIET V) OO BEIEE 252k
T, #EET IV MR 2R DERET V2 FEH X
HBLWIFETHS. KD TIEETIEMT L% HNT
BMETNVEFEHIES. T LTEET — XX 24
ETNOHI (HERDM) ZHNT, EREETNVEIDAT
ViR E—EEIZ L RIS,

EKD = - Zptca(”x) lnpstu(”x) (6)
l

Preall|z) B E poru(l2) 1, TNENBEHE TV E L 04

HETFTMIZL>THEEINZ, ANz IZHTBEIRLID
R E R,
TEARMICBI B ERMERZETIE, R 6) 27V —2L4



BHRLEF SRR E
IPSJ SIG Technical Report

Probability distribution
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minimize
sequence-level CE

probability
Probability distribution

hypothesis of label sequence ™ ...
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CTC mapping B I B
probability

Ou tpu t hypothesis of label sequence

CTC mapping BI
Training
input
Teacher model Student model

1 CTC EFNVDEDDY—r v AL~V KD HR

BRI TEHL, ORI Y b —2% 2 &k 5 DNN-HMM
EXUTHEMALTWA. —F, MMIZEZEADEH [25] %
BEMGRHERIZ 5 1) % attention € T I)VA~DHEH [26] % EH’JZ
Lizy =7 VAL RV TOKD FRBRESINTSD, %
ZTR T NVEARTIIRL, TRVRIIOH RS %

AWT, ZuzxzryhbpV¥—%23ELTW5,

3. CTCBEETILDEHOY—H VAR
JLKD
3.1 #HE

Box DRATISE [24] TIE, CTC HEETNVD7=HD KD
FHEERIL, RO T7L—LAL VD KD FRXEFDE
¥ CTC ETIWVIZEAL TEAEMT@A VD, —FH—
FYALVRLVO KD AR THNEEN@H Z L 2SN
U7, ARETIRY —7 v AL~V KD OEEHEIZD
WTESIZHFTS. M1IZCTCEFILVDEZODY —r
Y AL~V KD HADE 2R, BIEAFSE [25], [26] (2
fix->C, EFTFEHFAOHMH CTC ETNVEHAVT, 5
F—=RIZHT B T RILRV DG L FDH SR Z KD
5. zLTRoNTARF L HOERZHWT, &£ CTC
EFIVE, RATEHINEG YT VY ARNODIZO AT Y
e —2R/MET 5 Z L TEET 5.
== Z Z Prea(B[x) Inpseu(h]x)  (7)

x€Z heH
hIZANRA x IZH/HTEIRVATIORIKHH T DH D
Wi E KT, prea(h]|x) B X pou(h|x) 1ZFNFNHETE
FABLOEREETVIZE > THEE X N, RGih OH B
WekrRT. R (7)1F, KRADES> T ERHTE 3.
DY pealbx)Forc(hlx)  (8)
xeZ heH
XoT, CTCDEDDY =2 v AL <)L KD D8 LK
1, BIRHIEEMT NVRIERAR L2 D CTC DE

LOTC—KD.eq

LOTC-KDuoy =
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KB E, ZORBMOMNEREEAL L TMEREL
HbDEEXD. 22T, ETOHEBIIKT L H R
Prea(h|x) ZEEAT 5 Z L IIBIEMICHEE 2720, RESH
7B D % FIWTREBIFNIZ S — 7 Y AL X)L KD %25
Wz ehkodond. Riff5eTlk, N-best Kz HW
7-HEME R, IT 4 AR AW EEAEERRT 5.

3.2 N-best *—2D¥—4# Y AL~ KD

N-best R—AD Y —4 ¥ AL~V KD Tik, =& (8) %
N-best K&, 7o bHNIHERDRS W N H DGR D
AERAWTEET 5.

N
= 303 healbal) Forc(h,lx) (9)

x€Z n=1
h, 1%, N-best fKatH® n FHHDRHZE KL, Prea(h,|x)
R A2 HWTHERORMD 1 &5 X5 EHRLL-HA
MeRr2£T.

LETC—KDnpest

Prea(hn|x)
2571 Prea(hyn|X)
back propagation (Z#4 % & 745, yi (2B B AEIIELT
DEISITFRINSD.

OLCTC—KDypest

ﬁtea(hn|x) = (10)

8y,tC
1
4,47§£:pum(h,|x ﬁu(h.|x)‘§' (B;%:}] p(rlx) (11)
()

KXB) &R (9), BLUTR(4) &R (11) &Y, N-best RX—
AD Y= v AL~V KD 1%, N-best IKGiD 0721 Fore
BBV Y 5r)hy k) P(TIX) ko CTC 0#E
TETHWS N TWS forward-backward 7V TV X L%
HWTHEAEL, BGEOME CINEFIZES 2 & THEE
T&5. D=, N-best "= ADY—7 VAL ~X)L KD
IERED LRI Th 5 K, /RO CTC #F & bR
THAEP NFIZHZ 5L WI RELHD D, BAKGHIR
I % Fore ARG Z E ST IZEHETRED /-8, GPU BT
WHIFREIELI LT, —EHOEFZEHAVDIRD TIEFE
B0 RKENMA 2 Z A HHETHS. LALAWVS
N-best IRERDEDME Z 5122 T GPU 2 7RO EHIZ X
LFHHEEE TR, AEYRBIZKE 720, BLERIZHA
AT RERAREREUI R 5 5.

3.3 TTAAR=—ZADI—4VALX)V KD

N-best IKFil&Z N E LU 72 7 RIVRFNZ R D P57
7=8, IKEZ & MNTIZ forward-backward %35 &, &
BUBEPLUIELIREENS. £Z2TI T4 AR—ZAKD
BB OGRE 7 F 74k L, 77 7 T forward-backward
HBEZITHSI LT, A—HBEOHEEZH W TEHAEZE
b9 5. @HED CTC %8, N-best X—ZA KD, 771 A
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Normal CTC training:
Execute forward-backward
calculation once on correct
label sequence.

M N-best-based KD:

Execute forward-backward
calculation N times on
N-best hypotheses.

o~

Lattice-based KD:

Execute forward-backward
calculation once on
a hypothesis graph.

K 2 @% O CTC %%, N-best X—A KD, 775 1 AX—2Z KD
ZTNZTNITHB T B forward-backward FHE DX

R—=ZA KD ZNFNIZB S % forward-backward F8 DY
REEM 21RT. KORITIE “CAT” L FHHE SN GH
IZRLT, “CAT?, “CUT”, “AT” OKatHhHHliE 7L Hh
SHEEINTWA. N-best R— A KD TIXEARGH I IZ
forward-backward FE #2475 DIZXHF LT, 75714 AR—2R
KD Tl&, #IHPRED S «C ANDEBH T7 2 54 TIREEA
DEBRY, B THIET 28 OB 1 [ETHEL,
KA Z THEIREDW AP Z 5 d L iffENns.

7 F 4 AR—ATO forward-backward 7). TV X L%
HHHT B, FTEREMRLEDZD, TT1 ATF—RIZHA
I TEBEAT—NID > BB AT —MID]) &5 &5
IZY—=bhLTHBL. kD CTC D forward-backward 2
BWT, IRVRHDE T VDRI blank Z A L TW
72D ERRIZ, T 4 AXR— R forward-backward (ZH
TH, 7514 ADKEAT— b DORIZ blank Z2FFA L2205
T (HERT T A AR LT B)EBEXD. TT14AD
AF—hFID%En=0,...,NeUL7Z&&, HEZT1AD
A7 — M ID i 2n THNILI blank T, 2n+1 7425
blank 7 ~ILAE| D BT H5NB.
A EHEREE

AT EHER oy (s) DEIEIZDOWTHHT 5. 3 WHL
ELTt=0DHMEMHELZLUTDOLIITEERT .

o (0) =0, ay(1) =y

Lab(n) y a(]0), au(2n+1) =0

12
ay(2n) =y, -
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Yo 1% blank BT B % v b7 — 2 W, ¢l g n 2
F—MZED LS THENETRIVZET SRy b — 21
ZHRT. 0 AT — MIFHPRETI RADBEFEELRWZD
a;(0) =089 3. pralnm) ldmAT— b+ 056 n AT —
FADEBHELRT, m=0D& X, DF W HHRELSD
BYHHRY, n=NDEE, D% DRTIRENEBHEED
A, 10D 2% LS.

WIZt>0DEHEEUTDOEIICERT 5.

(1) =y ay_1 (1)

ay(2n) = ot (at_1(2n)

>

melin—1
lab(n)#lab(m)

>

melin—1
lab(n)=lab(m)

Drea(n|m)(ai—1(2m) + a;—1(2m + 1))

Diea(n|m)as—1(2m + 1)>

ar(2n+1) =yl (ay1(2n) + ap_1(2n + 1)) (13)

WD CTCHZHEERY, 774 AR=ZAFATIEn &
T— I NEBTEAT— NIEREFELES-D, EBC
mel:n—1TRIZE->TWSEA, £k CTC ¥E Iz
Bl GHIMESHEFE L DEVTH S,
BEEERAE
B TR B,(s) DFEEIZDOWTHIAT S, ANESD
BRIV —Lt=T 1128 5BAMEHEREZLTD &
SIZEHT .
Bi(2n) = 4" prea(N|n)

B:(2n+1) = yflkptea(NM) (14)
Ptea(N|n) 1FHE TIREANDEBHERT, 100D 2MH% &

. %72, pra(N|N)=0Th5.
t<T—1DEEIIUTFTOLIIZEHRINS.

Be(2n) = 5" <ﬁt+1(2n) + Ber1(2n+1)

+ Z Ptea (mln)ﬁt+1(2m)>

men+1:N—1
lab(n)#lab(m)

Bi(2n +1) =y (5t+1(2n +1)

D

men+1:N—1

Ptea(m|n)5t+1(2m)> (15)

4. B
4.1 BETTFILEEDER

RET S KD ARAOENMEZHMET 57720, $TEEE
FIVIEREDERE T o 72, KD IZ & 2 EFIVEHREE, KHi
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BRETNVEHMET IV, MIERETVEEEET VEL
TKD %1752 &T, KOMEEORVWE/RETVEFET
52ZrxHAME TS, RERTI, & CTC €5V %HH
J@% 5, A€V &)LE 320 D bidirectional long short-taerm
memory (LSTM) [27] TEFE L, 4t CTC €7 )V % HIlH
BE3, AEVEILE 320 D unidirectional LSTM TrEZHE
U7-.

F—Ztv M WST a—/382 28] AWz, EE T —
2L LT “WSJ0” (train_si84, 15 IK[H) ZEH U, -7 —
XL LT “dev9d” BLU “evald2” Z W7z, ANKiHE
EUT, 0IRTTDANT 4 VRNV ZEME FD 1R, 2
TV R (BE 120 1kot) 2 W, Nk 2 EEED 5 X
WV (69E/ 74 v+/A4X2F (SPN, NSN)+blank) TE
U7z, FEHRIIWIMEZ 0.0004, Hi#4H% 0.000004 £ L
T, TRy 7 T BB > T S, =Ky
ZRIT 15 2 U7, FZIZBWT, GPU iZ NVIDIA Tesla
P100 PCle 16GB % U 7=.

CTC O%¥H - iy —)L & LT EESEN Y —)L¥ v b [5]
EHEMALUEZ. £72, 7JL—ALL~N)LVKD, =7V ALR)L
KD(N-best R—Z, F 1 A_X—2A) &% TEESEN ¥ —)
ETEELE, V=T VALV KD IZBEWTIE, EESEN
ZHHALTWEST R—=Z2DE =A% —F 29] 12 &0, K
FHEeZTOHNERERD -, 72770 ZOMBIZH W TIEE:
THEFW/ETIVIIEAES, b—2 2 WFST LIFIEN 3,
TUV—LZT D% T NIVRIINERT 5 WFST(2.1 ffi
D BIZHY) DA% HW.

FEEAERZ K 112”9, word error rate (WER [%]) &
HREFHES L USEET IV (Imtgpr) 2FHLTE D,
phone error rate (PER [%]) HHRIZHEDL SFEET LD
i L TWR\\. frame per second (fps) %, FHFIZH
WT I MRNICIIL U727 L — 082 £ L, EWIZEEEN
BETHDLILEREERT S, £&Y, 7V—LLRJVKD
EHWEES, KD 2HWAVWEEICRTEEET LD
MR VEAT B D 9h 5. N-best R—=AD Y —7r v
AL ARV KD ZHWEE, N =10 M Bz W TR#ER
DWENR SN, £72 N BRKEWVIFEEREISES N,
SF 4 AR—ADY—r v AL~V KD WS, &
& BEET IV EMAYIIC PER 27l L 7254 Tl
HLRWEER IR o 7208, B - SEEET IV EMAL T WER
ERMEIL 72561, KD ZHVWARWEELIZEALRED
MREL 7o 7=, F 7z, N-best R—ZADHFATIE N =502
BOWTEEERELEDREIMT LD, FT71 AR=Z
DF A TIEFEEE O FIXHRIZ ST\ 7z,

4.2 MHESSEETILEBEORR

KD iz X Bt S SEE TV EHEROMEL X 310K
T. ZOFEBRIICHR [22] 2fif, FEF—x2 LT, 2
V—VFREE, TNICHS2ESI ST IF L LR
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£ 1 WSIF—Z+tvy b2HWEETIVENRDFERER

Acoustic KD WER w/ LM PER w/o LM fps. in
Model method | dev93 | eval92 | dev93 | eval92 | training

teacher CTC none 17.03 10.79 21.19 15.38 1306.3

none 20.31 13.59 29.76 24.16 2318.7

1-best 21.86 14.85 29.87 | 24.01 1982.0
student CTC | 10-best | 20.46 13.47 | 28.22 22.46 2324.6
50-best | 19.99 | 12.94 | 28.17 | 22.13 1288.9

lattice 20.59 13.52 | 28.04 | 21.94 1879.9

frame 26.60 17.54 | 37.94 33.06 4350.1

[ ownw e L o |
T sequence-level CE T
Teacher CTC model

(already-trained using
clean speech and
correct label sequence)

| clean training speech | ﬁ’ noisy training speech
mixed wi

noise data

3 KD %R\ /-l S 8T 7 IVEY Gk

Student CTC model

% 2 CHIME4 7—Xt v b %AW 7zt 28T 758 0 ER

FRES
Acoustic KD WER w/ LM PER w/o LM
Model method | dt05_simu | etO5_real | dtO5_simu | et05_real
none 24.99 54.93 37.65 59.39
student CTC | 50-best 22.13 52.45 33.63 55.82
lattice 22.99 54.05 33.98 56.27

5, RIVLVTF—REMHHTE. £T7V) -V ERLEM
TRVRHNEFEH L THEME TV E2EET 5. ICEHIN
WCHWEZ ) =V ERRBMETVIZANDL, 2V —v%
BT — 2T BB KO IERZFRT 5. EfEE
TIEEETHEIL, 7)) —rERORL D ICHEEES
FERAWT, ERTRD~ZIY) =T —RIZINT 51K
e MR EZRMESE UT KD 2175.

Bl CTC €TV, BIXUEECTCETNVIEELELE
FEE 5, A€ Y EILE 160 @ bidirectional LSTM % fi
U7, 7—&+% vy MZ CHIME4 2 —/3Z [30] &\ 7=,
CHIME4 I —RADFE T — X TH 5 “tr05_simu_noisy”
Y MEWSJ I— 82D WSJ0 v b (train_si84) IZHEH
REEIET—RTHD. TDD, NITVIVFEETF—X
LT WSI0 22 Y —VEHA, “r05_simu_noisy” % H& H
BEFLLUTHEALZ (Fh2ny 15 R, iz v bz
1% “dt05_simu_noisy” & “et05_real_isolated_1ch_track” %
R L. MoFEBREMEIZOVWTIE, 41HEAUTHS.

EERAERE2ZRE 212789, £RIZBWT KD method A
none DEFILTIE, ROV FIAVF 1 avFEEH
BRIZ, “4r05_simunoisy” ZFHT—X L LT, IEfI L
EHEES L LTHFEIETWE, £& b, PER, WER
EEWLY—=FT VALV KD EHWSZEILL T, #E



BHRLEF SRR E
IPSJ SIG Technical Report

DINFAVT4YavERIY)ERVWEENRES N,
5 &bHYIC

A& TIE, CTCHEEETNDEZHD KD FR& LT
V= VALV KD D WTHGETL, N-best X—ZADF
RETTAAR—ZADHRAEREL 2. EBROER, ©5
5DHARBH KD & UTORRZMERTE 7. N-best X— 2
OFHF RNV DARFBUZIE U CTF R S 83 %5 —7,
55 4 AR—ADHRUTFL W OB LI 2 55
5L EMR L. UL LD S, PER OFHECTIXMERED
EAoTH, SEETINEOHHL T WER %3l L 7254
TIRMRERREI NV — A H ol SBIIEEET
V& DIEEFIEIZDOWTHHEL, X 51T temperature 72 &
D KD O RFEEEAMOBEH FFIEIZ DWW TEMET %217 5.
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