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Data Exfiltration from Air-Gapped computers based on ARM
CPU

Kenta Yamamoto Miyuki Hirosef? Taiichi Saitof2

Abstract: Air-gapped network is a network isolated from public networks. The techniques of data exfiltration
from air-gapped networks have been recently demonstrated. Guri et al., present a technique, called "GSMem",
that can exfiltrate data from air-gapped computers over GSM frequencies, 850 MHz to 900 MHz. GSMem makes
it possible to send data using radio wave leaked out from system-bus between CPU and RAM. They adopt a
method that generates binary amplitude shift keying (B-ASK) data with x86 SIMD instructions.

We present a technique to use NEON instructions and transmit B-ASK modulated data by radio wave radiated
from ARM based computer (i.g. Raspberry Pi 2 and 3). We observe it sends binary data using radio wave (about
1000kHz ~ 1700kHz) leaked out from system-bus between ARM CPU and RAM. We adopt new approache for
ARM CPU to effectively radiate EM wave from the system-bus. Our program code can also run on Android
machines based on ARM CPU (e.g. ASUS Zenpad 3S 10 and OnePlus 3).

Keywords: Air-gapped Network, Data exfiltration, ARM, SIMD, NEON
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VP a—RIIBNT, AFYANZOERE EETS LR
CPU @5 B RAT L A F U NAD D DB O 289,
ARWF7EIL, ARM 7 —%7 7 Fx O CPU Zf#5# Li==
Ea—# T, BASK B EN=T—%{E5% AM EHK
#7(1,000kHz — 1 GOOkHz)T“%E’f}‘ZD
ERHENTAFGFEEET DO A T Y NRTHHERIC
77tXT%éCNJ%%ETWZJXAWu%&&&
GSMem TIIFNEMIIAETY NANDT I RAEITHI D
IZ CPU ¥ v a2z N ITICT —FERIENTREZ x86
SIMD fi &AL TWS., —J, ARM 7—%7 7 F ¥
@ CPUITHRENC CPU F % v & =2 BT 2 mIdHE
ENTWARY. FxITPRMICAT Y NZ2OHEEZ EE7
572> ARM CPU & LT NEON o &8HL,
CPU ¥ v a2z TELFETHEHIERVWEDOT VT
VALERETD.
KTV ZALEHH LT 07T 2%3TL, ARM =
VEa— LR LB E AT T AT FTA Y
TET 5.

2 Hmdhg

AfETlE, BT —GSM BLO AM T ¥ AR c
BT BASK EHALIZGEFEZERETLIHIFICOVWTEL
T5H., ZOkvZ v arTIE, ST R 0T x OREFIE
Z X0 FRE LT 570 O R A 12 5

21 BUS—Ry FT—5

T T =%y b T =2 IR H 0 FE T (206),
zﬁﬁwm,%mﬁﬁummké.%h%h@ﬁﬁ_ﬁa
O7a F a7 —F% T 7 F ¥ NEEINTNS. 2G, 3G,
4G OBEERKIT TN ZE GSM, UMTS, LTE & MEENh 5.
EHE & BFIAT 2 AEROBABEDEEED A R E
FEIEI D B I B AR T D

ST TR 5 GSM O3> FiZ 850MHz 7> 5
900MHz & 72 5.

2.2 B-ASK %R

B-ASK EFXT VX NMEBEEET D ERMEMRIC—>T
HD. BETIT—HFOE Y MNIHIE S TIREE 21t
SH D, kN OO ARILEE S, IR0 RN E
FNCHIFEND. BMETFT—ZDE v R 1O, kg o
RIFIIRELS D, B#ET—FXOE Y VO ORHIL, ik
ORI NEL 72 5.
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B(L) & B-ASK EFIZ L > TERHSNIZEZ(F)DOA A—
TThD. By MIOIRIEERD L ZEMRE B OWRIERRE L
TWBHZ ERbnd.
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3. EIHR
3.1 GSMem

Guri 5L L= GSMem %, x86 7—F7 7 F ¥ (T
S5 CPU #2##iLza s va—4nhboT7 Xy v 7 %
NMLTT— 252 T&E 5~y =27 Thd. CPU R AE
URZEZNLTRAM ~7 7235 & &, GSM J& s
BEAN—FT HEMENRET20EEFHT L. HHIT
GSMem ([ZE ST a s ¥V a— X 2R EMIC RN TT,
B-ASK £ L7218 5% GSM % Ci&{E 3 25. B-ASK

ERIT—2 %y RINCEBRL, "17E70°D v > MG
CCIREZ 2L S WD L TT—4 %255 5 ThH 5.
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TR AEITDORWGEAIE 07 LEBT S, RAMT 7k
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MBI, ZE LEREORIEIC L > TESoEH 2R
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@S%ﬁﬁ%TMOWﬂDQJ%ﬁ%bk.MOWﬂDQﬁ

LCPUF Y v v a2 NEFTWT—HEAEYT KL R
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HpargSha—RThsb.

EETDHT—#, bit_index DB > FEFHAIY, Thnd 1
Th - 28%E61E MOVNTDQ M4 % tx_time THRE L 72 Kf
MTZETEIT LT D, 3irliolcEy M0 ThoTols
Aldtx_time TRE LR T3 70 r 7 2220 —F
SH5.

1: buf fer «ALIGNED_ALLOCATE(16,4096)

2 tz_time «— 500000

3: for bit_index — 0 to 32 do

4 if (data[bit_indez] = 1) then

5 start_time «CURRENT_TIME()

6 while (tz_time > CURRENT_TIME() - start_time) do
7 buf fer_ptr — buf fer

8 for i « 0 to buf fer_size do

9; SIMDNTMoV (buf fer_ptr, 128bit_register)
10: buf fer_ptr « buf fer ptr + 16

11: end for

12: end while

13: else

14: SLEEP(tz_time)

15: end if

16: end for

3.GSMem IZ L 27 —#EET A X A4

3.2 System-bus-radio

fulldecent IX GSMem D7 /LU XA ZHWTEFK %
AL, AM HE#HE TR ZzEEFET L2707 T A
System-bus-radio [4]% %% L7=. System-bus-radio |33
PO RS ) Dperiod =2/ A KD DH. 1 L 0DT—H
ZperiodWFI ISR AIZAERT 5 Z & TR OEF i
ERDHIENTED. 4 1XEFEBES D Speriod & K
ODTHEFREEER LTI A=V THD.
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4. System-bus-radio (Z &£ 5

FEEDOZEKE LTAM 7 V4ARRIATES. Ash
TEFIMHRREFATH LD, EFEZE L AM 7 V%
R ORI CHEHAAETHD. FVFTODAE—T—1D
1%, System-bus-radio B4R LI=HFEFNHIEIND.
EFED a2 — FIZiE _mm_stream_sil28 M3#H X5 723,
NY)x—3 g LTSIMD #8HL2Wnb0obH 5.

[a]. Guri, M., Kachlon, A., Hasson, O., Kedma, G., Mirsky, Y. and Elovici,
Y., (2015). GSMem: data exfiltration from air-gapped computers over
GSM frequencies. In 24th USENIX Security Symposium (USENIX
Security 15) (854).
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4. ’EFE

FxIX ARM 7—F%7 7 F v D CPU &#HfiLi-a v
2—H% T B-ASK £FSINTEEEEEFTEHT7LITY XA
Z#ET 5. GSMem Tid, Guri H1%, x86 7 —F 7 7 F ¢
ﬂfﬁﬁf% % SIMD 414 MOVNTDQ M L7=. 151

DRI RIYNOREICAE I ANRCT —Z &2+ =
ENTEDLZEERLIZ. LILEEDRD, x86 E~vA1 71
T—XT7T 7 F v BNERD ARM Tl nERHATDHZ LR
TERV. FrxlE, RMICAT Y RRZT /AT HIZ
WO CPUMGDBEL TN XLERETSH.

41 ARM7—XT/F v LHEER

ARM7 —%727FvDOCPUEHH LIz Ea—FD
%< 13 x86 = B2 —# [ DDR A £ %%%zbﬂ\é
ZERHDBM, TNAAADEBIOT=HIZ LPDDR A%
HEndZEtndH5. LPDDR A€V T 1 7"\77/1/75&& 32
bit OF — X g% t->. DDR [T~ /L FF v 2 MTHIE L T
BV, TOHGOT—XIEIX 32 bit OfEKIC/2 5. ARM
A3k 32 bit/64 bit ARM 7 —F7 7 F ¥ TAEYNRAD
Wk A5 2 LIXAREE E B d R, v TFF v R
IVEREE X0, BV IALMBLE CTHIZHFEN R AT Y NZ2AD
WS IR 256030 5.

FHexit, ARM a2 EFa2—F TLOEERICAETY 2%
EAT&E 5%y & LT NEON 23 L7. NEON
IZARM 7 —F%7 7 F ¥ I2817 5 SIMD Mty hTh 5.
SIMD(Single Instruction Multiple Data) (% 1 D4 T
BHOT—F &5 FNTES. NEON (T ARMv7 LIET
EFFTREC, 64 bit B XN 128bit DGy b THB. 1
DOMF TN 128 bit OF —F ZWOHH Z LN TE D
728, AT UNRZOEEHREFICHNTND.

NEON I SIMD 5 CTd 0, ARMitkomaty b &
BN H AR L — g yﬁiﬁf@“é x86 @ SIMD Z1%
CPU v v va AT SICT — X BIEEIT 5 M
DAESh TS, LaL, NEONO)%E%“IZ») Mz, ﬂ
R CPU F v v ¥ a2 e TICT — 2 BIEZAT 5 M
SHPFELZRV. ARMCPU ICiIfidF vy vialsy—4
Xy v vaNFEL, TNENOF v v 22T b
CPU £— RQBFEETH. Lonl, E— Ko Bz i
CPU OFHEE— RBME L e Do, T U X L% Fiik
BREFETCLPEMESESLZ N TEZ2W. CPUF v v v
2 OESHITBLEANAE R T 2 7B T,

FEDH, FxlL CPU ¥ vy alG@TH-TH
RAM ~O7 7 v RAERKAIEDLELHIRT LI XLL,
NEON sty hOHFENL T ITY X AOEITICEKER
ME BN D ENNERD. kDOEZ V9T CPU
DT —HFXy v va%zBlTI72007 LI Y XLERSE
T 5.
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42 ZLIYX L

CPU DT —4F % v akEET572H121%, CPU M
T—HAX Y vrazBZRLEERICE Yy b LAaTFE IV,
Fxld, CPUT— X X v v okt o007 v
UALELTHRDI T ha—RERETS. (K5)
AFY BT —F %o — KT HHHMART LI Y XLENR,
u0— RS &2 FETT520, v—RT57 FLRA&2281t
SEDHIET, BRIAERDLI T X ERETLIZLICRY,
CPUT—#F¥vviallby hLIZ< kb EEbnd.
n— Ry BERICEI TSNS SIMD M & LT, Fxid,
—EOMBFTORITTLVEEOT — R0 EY Shd
“VLD1.32” #8HL7=. CHEFETA 77V ToOME4L
i¥ vldlg_s32 TH 5. VLD1.32 (X RAM LTS NT=
32bit IEDF—F 4 DEHM—DR7 Z L L TLIRFZ|IZH
—FT2meThsH. —EIC128bit DF—FEu— KT
5.

¢ ptr = (int32_t *)malloc(size)
: fOI‘(il’lt 1=0; i<=n; i++);
ptr(i] =1

¢ period = 500000
. for data in data_bit :

1

2

3

4:

5: data_bits[l =11, 0, 1,0}
6 /I nanoseconds
7

8

if (data == 1):
9: i=0
10: start = now()
11: while (period > now() - start):
12: int32 var[4]={*(ptr+i), *(ptr+i+1),*(ptr+i+2),*(ptr+i+3) }
13: va = vld1lq_s32(var) /I VLD1.32
14: i++
15: if(i==1imit) i=0
16: if (data == 0):
17 sleep(period)

X 5. CPUT—4F%¥ v azhfitddTral XA

ATNITY ZNFIREL ST TAEY O L, T—4%n1
— RESZ 2B D. RAM 727 v A2 R AESEDHEAITA
EVICHR LT —%%Zu— KLEiT 5.

FF, 1TEHTIEAEY OMEREZITS. 32 bit BiZDT
— X% size NA FERT D, FERTDHAEVITTL
b Ll ¥y v va kD RERTIAXEHETDON
Bh7e X977, Hlz21X ARM Cortex-A vV —AD—>Th
% Cortex-A53 7—F7 7 F viL L1 ¥¥ v =b LT
K 64KiB #5# A RETH 5025, 65536 /N1 ML EDEI D Y
THANEL D,
2-34TH TIXHIV ¥ Tz A€ VIZ 32 bit 7 — & Z 4L
5. ZOk, &2THUETHHT L, CPUDT—#F
YUl A RT &, RAM ~O7 7 ANRFAE L0
AR D DT, T XTI NDOT U E LT —H
ZBEMUE. X3 TIEHESOA T v 7 AE L FH L 73
BAEBHL TS,
data_bits (ZIEET DT — X34 F VU Ofids & 5. period
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12500 T URERLTWD. GSMem (2L 5 & period &
INELTHLEIVEVWE Y FL— FRBELNDN, =T—
L— RSN 5. GSMem D7 L= U R LI T RI4E
D500 I UV BERE LTz,
74T H OHMA D for 3C1T data_bits DEZRI LT L—T7 T 5.
data_bits DEFEN 1 THDH L&, A€ UEEL L CERM
WEREIES. 12-141T7H X vldlg_s32 (VLD1.32)IZ &
Hu— FadaFEIT LTS, period Kifi], 4725 500
UM, v— K4 vldlg_s32 % 3T LT 5.
129TH CiX vldlq_s32 ZE4T73 570, = — R§THAE
U7 RLAZRELTWS. vldlq s32 & ifi L CH
ESINTZADOOT FUANLH X7 XL L TLYRHZIT
F—FEo—RLTW5.
IoLkE, AEVT FLRAOEELEZ 11 fTELV—TN
METSNDEIZ 4 XA FTFoFThTn. Thbb
vldlg 832 IZL > TRr— RT 57 FTETINHFICE
RHELDIIRD.
X 413, vldlg s32 FIENZ e — RTHAEV T —XThD.
1o07 vy 71332 bit OEHKT —XTHD. vldlg_s32
BEA LD 1647y 2 —Fllu— 15,
B 5%, 2EHOR—FRKEOFEITA A—TTHSH. v—F
THESNOEREIL, 205 5FBBOT v 7 hHHAHES
na. 3EBLUMED, 1 7y 7 F5F5LTLYVAFIT
MBIAEND. FHHLIZ 128 bit L PR Z ImEIEAR S
FT—=2 LW BHDOT CPU DT —FF vy allby hLIT
<< 5.
728, 15 4T H CldfEfk L-BSoR% Ecu— N LK
LEDOUILTH L. ZOEAEX, BEIIOA T v 7 AEE
EEVE 0V 'Y ML, BAIOEHERNOu— RLE
7.
%2, 16 1TH TIX, data_bits DEEN 0 THDH L &
DOUFTH B, T X L% period B A U —74 5.

° |

\ J
1

Load to register ‘

128bit Vector (32bit x 4) ‘

6. vldlq_s32 FHIEITA A—

Y

Load to register ‘

128bit Vector (32bit x 4)

7.vld1lq s32 2 [BIH DFEITA A —
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5. RREGEIE

AR TRELEZTAIY XL E2TIS, T—FEET 0TS
LERAER L], A7 v 7 F A% fulldecent 12k 5
System-bus-radio[4[IC#RET7 LTV X a &2 @H L7=%E
Tus 7 5THSH. ARMCPU 2#ifi Lz ¥a—4T
70T NEFET LB OB ERE O R 2R T, HE
7 34 A%, Raspberry Pi3 3 LU, ASUS Zenpad 3S 10
Z500M TH 5.

Raspberry P13 X ARM 7 —%7 27 F v DLV —X|Z—D
T %, Broadcom t-:# BCM2837 % #5#i4 % . BCM2837
I%, ARM Cortex-A53 CPU = 7 % 4 >##9 5. LPDDR2
DR E 1GB ® RAM % #5#3 % [5]. OS % Raspbian Linux
FERALE.

ASUS Zenpad 3S 10 Z500M % MediaTek i MT8176 % #5i#;
9+ 5. MT8176 IZNHBIIC ARM Cortex-A72 % 2 27,
Cortex-A53 % 4 2 79 %. LPDDR3 &% 4GB ® RAM
EHEEHT S, RAM 137 2 7 LF ¥ RV TR SN 5 [6].
OS 1% Android 7.0 & 72 5.

EBILEW R E TITo 72,

51 RBtyb+7v7

SIZEHREDERE Y b7 v T ERT. PIEITIE
TUTTEE)R—AT T EERL, AT AT
FAFIZEXVRE L. DUT (BB T /N1 A; device
unser test) 1£# 7 L v MR ASUS Zenpad 3S 10 Z500M
¥ L O Raspberry Pi3 TH 5.

DUT

—_ ARYLIL
TFIAHF

777777 GND

8 FEREy T VT

5.2 RAERR

ASUS Zenpad 3S 10 Z500M 35 & UY Raspberry pi 3 O]
ERiRZE, TNENAR I BLV10IIRT. FrrJ sk
1TREIT on”, AT L TR VWAREE TIE of” & 9% . on RfE

[b] LA K (gorillanet). (2017) System-bus-radio-neon,
https://github.com/gorillanet/system-bus-radio-neon/
(& 2017-08-25)
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T, off IRFETIAE L T ARWEIRENHR TE 5.
HERE XY PC TliX 1.2 - 1.4 MHz, Raspberry pi C 1.5
MHz A OJE RSB TE, L% 4dB ik OE 58
ETHDHZ L ER L.

6F

— off

Amplitude [dB]

Frequency [MHz]

9 WEBEEA~T bLD—H
(ASUS Zenpad 35 10  Z500M). on (&7 1 7' LSEITIREE.
off (X717 AFEAT L TRV R,

— off

Amplitude [dB]

Frequency [MHz]

B 10 JEREEA ST b o—1f)
(Raspberry pi 3). on 7" 12/ 7 AFITIRRE. off IZ7' &
7T KFELT LTV REE.

6. £&&H

AT, ARM 7 —%7 7 F ¥ 125-3< CPU ### L
F-arvbta—HIZBWC, aryEa—HDAETYRANG
FAET D BHAGH(EMR)ORLEZFIH LT B-ASK A =
NIZTVEANT —BERETLHT VT XLERE, BX
WHIESERHRAZ L. EMR 22 EMICHAEIEH7-0I2IE
AFYARRHEFH CRKEDOT — X EZMTHLERH Y, FAT
WFZE Tl x86 CPU THI/RANIZ CPU D% ¥ v ¥ = & i+
TIZAERV EOT—FER0VRY T omarM L.
ARM 7 —%7 7 F % ® SIMD (ZIZ#/RAIC CPU F v v
VakEETAmanen. ek, T—FEu—K7T5
SIMD 445 (VLD1.32) %M L7-=. VLD1.32 fiv % & E£17¢
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LI, 0 — NI 57— 582D H0129 52 LT CPU
F=E Xy vakits koI XAEREL
7.

FEWEGETIE, BRELE7ATY 8% RV TEEEK
BE2RE L., BET VI XLERE LTS T A
i, M9BLUX 10 £V, >FEL EMR ZHHTE TV
DT ENMERTE L. ERICHEH L 2FBEHDOER BTN
A AL, ENENRRLIEWEBRTEELHIBTE D,
ORI T A ETRETEDLHOTIHARL, #&
MR - BRI DIRES NS LD L bbb, EK
REATCEMICEIVESRELRERLIGERH L. 5H O
EE LT, SN EREORNEEEES T 7T 4L
POHLRERERZRET HTNVAY RLADBLRREN
HiIFons.

W, A% O L L, ARM CPU % ##; L 7= Android

TNA ZNZB W TOFEMAREEL 2T 5. Android 134
WEE- X7 FOSELTEWVWY =T 2EELTEY,
LVEL DT NA RELENGIZT D ERHRFTE 5.
Android 1Z##i X5 SoC (System-on-a-Chip)idZ < A3
ARM 7 —X%7 7 F ¥ 720, ENDHIITAZ A X3
ARM CPU THDHZ 0 dHD. ARM LSO 2 &% ~ A
A&tz CPU IZBWT D EMR k2 FHE+T 5 2 &
DIREE R D.
%72, Android OS JhH OEEHHEAEIC L VY, SIMD 4
DNERE L CRITCE R W R A fEEHE A~ THDH. Android
0S ETZEL T SIMD R &3 {79 57207 VT Y X
LADOBRLEBOREL 0D,

S &R
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