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Implementation and Evaluation of Parallel FFT Using
Short Vector SIMD Instructions

DAISUKE TAKAHASHI,* TAISUKE BOKUt and MITSUHISA SATOf%

In this paper, we propose an implementation of a parallel one-dimensional fast Fourier
transform (FFT) using short vector SIMD instructions. We vectorized FFT kernels using
Intel’s Streaming SIMD Extensions 2 (SSE2) instructions. We show that a combination of
the vectorization and block six-step FF'T algorithm improves performance effectively. Perfor-
mance results of one-dimensional FFTs on a dual Xeon PC and dual Opteron PC are reported.
We successfully achieved performance of about 809 MFLOPS on dual Xeon 3.06 GHz PC and
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about 927 MFLOPS on dual Opteron 1.8 GHz PC for 224-point FFT.
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#include <emmintrin.h>

static __inline __m128d ZMULADD(__m128d a, __m128d b, __m128d c)
{
__m128d br, bi;
br = _mm_unpacklo_pd(b, b); /* br = [b.r b.r] */
br = _mm_mul_pd(br, c); /* br = [b.r*c.r b.r*c.i] */
a = _mm_add_pd(a, br); /* a = [a.r+b.r*c.r a.i+b.r*c.i] */
bi = _mm_unpackhi_pd(b, b); /* bi = [b.i b.i] */
bi = _mm_xor_pd(bi, _mm_set_sd(-0.0)); /* bi = [-b.i b.i] */
¢ = _mm_shuffle_pd(c, c, 1); /* ¢ = [c.i c.r] */
bi = _mm_mul_pd(bi, c); /* bi = [-b.i*c.i b.i*c.r] */
return _mm_add_pd(a, bi); /* [a.r+b.r*c.r-b.i*c.i a.it+b.r*c.it+b.i*c.r] */

01 0000000000D00ae+4+bxc0D SSE20000000000DO0O
Fig.1 An example of double-precision complex multiply-add using SSE2 intrinsics.

typedef struct { double r, i; } doublecomplex;

void zaxpy(int n, doublecomplex a, doublecomplex *x,
doublecomplex *y)
{

int i;
if (a.r == 0.0 && a.i == 0.0) return;

#pragma unroll(8)
#pragma vector aligned
for (i = 0; i < n; i++) {
y[il.r += a.r * x[i]l.r - a.i * x[i].1i,
ylil.i += a.r * x[i]l.i + a.i * x[i].r;
}
}
02 CO000D000000000000DOZAXPYOD
Fig.2 ZAXPY written by C.
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#include <emmintrin.h>

typedef struct { double r, i; } doublecomplex;
__m128d ZMULADD(__m128d a, __m128d b, __m128d c);

void zaxpy(int n, doublecomplex a, doublecomplex *x,
doublecomplex *y)
{
int i;

__m128d a0;
if (a.r == 0.0 && a.i == 0.0) return;

a0 = _mm_loadu_pd(&a);
#pragma unroll(8)
for (i = 0; i < mn; i++)
_mm_store_pd(&y[i], ZMULADD(_mm_load_pd(&y[il), a0,
_mm_load_pd (&x[i]1)));
}

03 SSE20000000000000000O000O0D0OO
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Fig.3 ZAXPY using SSE2 intrinsics.

2.3 ZAXPYODDOOODOOO
FFTOOO0O0DO000000000000000
D0000O00ZAXPYOA X plus YOOODOOOO
000000000000000000021000
0000000000000000000000
ZAXPY OO 100 iteration 0 00000000
0000000000 400load 0 40 0store 0 2
000000000
0005000000000000000000
(1) 030000000000 SSE200000
00000000 with SSE2 (intrinsic)0
(2) 02000000000000000000
0000000 with SSE2 (vector)O



Vol. 45 No. SIG 11(ACS 7)

3500 with SSE2 (intrinsic)

- Intel MKL
- - - - with SSE2 (scalar)
———— with SSE2 (vector)
—-—- with x87

3000
2500

2000 SN

1500

Performance [MFlop/s]

1000

500 f

1 10 100 1000 10000 100000 1e+06

Vector Length

0 4 ZAXPY 000U0Intel Xeon 3.06 GHzO
Fig.4 Performance of ZAXPY (Intel Xeon 3.06 GHz).
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#include <emmintrin.h>

static __inline __m128d ZMUL(__mi128d a, __m128d b)
{

__m128d ar, ai;
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ar = _mm_unpacklo_pd(a, a); /% ar = [a.r a.r] */

ar = _mm_mul_pd(ar, b); /* ar = [a.r*b.r a.r*b.i] */

ai = _mm_unpackhi_pd(a, a); /* ai = [a.i a.i] */

ai = _mm_xor_pd(ai, _mm_set_sd(-0.0)); /* ai = [-a.i a.i] */

b = _mm_shuffle_pd(b, b, 1); /* b= [b.i b.r] */

ai = _mm_mul_pd(ai, b); /* ai = [-a.i*b.i a.i*b.r] */

return _mm_add_pd(ar, ai); /* [a.r*b.r-a.i*b.i a.r*b.i+a.i*b.r] */

05 0D00000D000exb00 SSE2000000000O00O0
Fig.5 An example of double-precision complex multiplication using SSE2 intrinsics.

void fft(double *a, double *b, double *w, int m, int 1)
{
int i, i0, i1, i2, i3, j;

double u, v, wi, wr;

for (j = 0; j < 1; j++) {

wr = wlj << 11;

wi=wlj << 1+ 1];

for (i = 0; i < m; i++) {
i0 = (i << 1) + (j * m << 1)
il = i0 + (m * 1 << 1);
i2 = (i << 1) + (§ * m << 2);
i3 = i2 + (m << 1);
u = al[i0] - a[ill;
v = alio + 1] - alil + 1];
bl[i2] = al[i0] + alill;
bli2 + 1] = ali0 + 1] + a[il + 1];

b[i3] = wr * u - wi * v;

bli3 + 1] = wr * v + wi * u;

06 0020 FFTOOOO
Fig.6 An example of a radix-2 FFT kernel.
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#include <emmintrin.h>

__m128d ZMUL(__m128d a, __m128d b);

void fft(double *a, double *b, double *w, int m, int 1)
{

int i, io0, i1, i2, i3, j;

__m128d t0, t1, wO;

for (j = 0; j <1; j+) {

w0 = _mm_load_pd(&w[j << 11);

for (i = 0; i < m; i++) {
i0 = (1 << 1) + (j * m << 1);
i1 =40 + (m * 1 << 1);
i2 = (1 << 1) + (j * m << 2);
i3 = i2 + (m << 1);
t0 = _mm_load_pd(&a[i0]);
t1 = _mm_load_pd(&a[ill);
_mm_store_pd(&b[i2], _mm_add_pd(t0, t1));
_mm_store_pd (&b[i3], ZMUL(wO, _mm_sub_pd(t0, t1)));

07 0020 FFTOOOOO SSE200000000000
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Fig.7 An example of a vectorized radix-2 FFT kernel
using SSE2 intrinsic.

r; = z(j1, j2), 0 <ji1 <ni—1,
0<j32<ns—1 (3)
yr = y(k2, k1), 0<ki <ni—1,
0<ks<ng—1 (4)
D000000 (1)00 (50000000000
y(k2, k1)

ny—1lng—1

= Z Z Jl(j1, j2)w£2z>k2w£11]:122wi11k1 (5)

Jj1=0 j2=0

0 (5) 00 Osix-step FFTOOOO0O0O0® 00



Vol. 45 No. SIG 11(ACS 7)

000000 six-step FFTOOOOON =nine O
O0On, O0O0O00ODOO0OOODOODOOOOOOOO
O multi-level 000000000000 OOOOOO
000000000 sixstep FFTOOO0O0OO0Y O
ooooooogo
Step 10 m1 xn, 0000000000 XO0OO
000000000000000000n1 X n2
OO0 x00 n, OOOODOODOOCOOCOODO
nexny, 00O0000O0OCOODO WORK OOOO
O000oO0ODO0o0OoOoD0DO n, OODO WoRK O L2
gooooooooooooog
Step 20 np 00 ne O multicolumn FFT O L2
00000000000 nexne, 00 WORK OO
00000000 column FFTOOODO L1000
doooooooooood
Step 30 multicolumn FFT 00000 L2 000
00000000 naxne OO WORKOOOOO
00000 u0O00000000000 ne xny
OO WORKODODOOO n, OOOOOOOOOO
Onxn 00 XOOOOOOOOOODODDO
Step 40  ne 00 n1 O multicolumn FFT O n; x
no 00 XOOOOODOOOOOO column FFET
0000 L1opoooooooooan
Step 50 00000 mixn OO0 X0O np, OODO
O000On,xn: 00O YOOOOOO
0800000 six-step FFTOOOOOOODOO
ooooogo
000000000 work DOOQCOODODODODO
OO0O0O0O woRKk OOO0O xO0ODOOOOOO
00000 work OO multicolumn FFT OO0ODOO
000000000 ooooooooooooood
ooooo
00000000 six-step FFTOOOOODOOOO
000 two-pass 000000 00000000
00000000 six-step FFTOOO0OO0OOOOO n
OFFTOOO0OO00O O(nlogn) DO0OO0O0DOOO
0000o00oo0oooOooooo o(n)oooo
000000 six-step FFTOOOOOODO0O Step
2000 Step 400 column FFT O L1 00000
o0o0o0O0o0o0oooooopoooooooooood
goooooo
n=nn 00000n O FFTODOOOO six-step
FFTOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOStep 20
00 Step4000000 n. O0OO0O ng OO col-
umn FFTOOO0O00OO00000000 column FET
0 out-of-place 00000 00O0DODODO Stockham O

Short Vector SIMD 00000000 FFTOOOOOO 55

1 COMPLEX*16 X(N1,N2),Y(N2,N1),U(N1,N2)
2 COMPLEX*16 WORK (N2+NP,NB)
3 DO II=1,N1,NB

4 DO JJ=1,N2,NB

5 DO I=II,II+NB-1

6 DO J=JJ,JJ+NB-1

7 WORK(J,I-II+1)=X(I,J)

8 END DO

9 END DO

10  END DO

11 DO I=1,NB

12 CALL IN_CACHE_FFT(WORK(1,I),N2)
13 END DO

14 DO J=1,N2

15 DO I=II,II+NB-1

16 X(I,J)=WORK(J,I-II+1)=*U(I,J)
17 END DO

18 END DO

19 END DO

20 DO JJ=1,N2,NB
21 DO J=JJ,JJ+NB-1

22 CALL IN_CACHE_FFT(X(1,J),N1)
23 END DO

24 DO I=1,N1

25 DO J=JJ,JJ+NB-1

26 Y(J,I)=X(I,J)

27 END DO

28 END DO

29 END DO

08 000D six-step FFT OOOOOO
Fig.8 A block six-step FFT algorithm.
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Table 1 Specification of machines.

Platform Intel Xeon PC AMD Opteron PC
N
umber 2 or 4 (with HT) 2
of CPUs
CPU Type Xeon 3.06 GHz Opteron 1.8 GHz
L1 Cache I-Cache: 12 Kuops I-Cache: 64 KB
D-Cache: 8KB D-Cache: 64 KB
L2 Cache 512 KB 1MB
. PC2100 PC2700
Main
DDR-SDRAM DDR-SDRAM
Memory
1GB 2GB
oS Linux Linux
2.4.20smp 2.4.19smp

0000000 FFTEO Version 3.20° O0OFFTW
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O Math Kernel LibraryO Version 6.1.100 AMD 00O
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02 FFTE3.20000 FFT 0000 dual Xeon 3.06 GHz PCO with SSE20
Table 2 Performance of FFTE 3.2 one-dimensional FFT on dual Xeon 3.06 GHz PC (with SSE2).

1 CPU 2 CPUs 4 CPUs

MFLOPS Time MFLOPS

n Time MFLOPS Time

2121 0.00013 1907.85 0.00013
213 | 0.00042 1270.14 0.00026
214 | 0.00102 1122.47 0.00065
215 | 0.00298 824.13 0.00199
216 | 0.00684 766.80 0.00511
217 | 0.01456 765.37 | 0.01079
218 | 0.03031 778.27 0.02263
219 | 0.06013 828.39 0.04350
220 | 0.12145 863.37 0.08588
221 | 0.25631 859.11 0.19755
222 | 0.53133 868.33 0.41048
223 | 1.32883 725.97 0.93947
224 | 3.33491 603.69 2.48923

1907.51 0.00013 1907.79
2019.57 0.00033 1624.52
1760.20 0.00081 1411.93
1237.05 0.00233 1056.54
1026.15 0.00569 922.21
1032.41 0.01146 971.80
1042.44 0.02356 1001.27
1144.89 0.04721 1054.93
1220.94 0.09597 1092.58
1114.65 0.21158 1040.73

1124.00 0.55851 826.08
1026.85 1.26062 765.25
808.79 2.87893 699.31

03 FFTE 320000 FFT 000 0Odual Xeon 3.06 GHz PCO with x870
Table 3 Performance of FFTE 3.2 one-dimensional FFT on dual Xeon 3.06 GHz PC (with x87).

1 CPU 2 CPUs 4 CPUs
" Time MFLOPS Time MFLOPS Time MFLOPS
212 0.00018 1337.31 0.00018 1337.62 0.00018 1338.06
213 0.00060 891.40 0.00038 1395.01 0.00045 1178.42
214 0.00141 812.97 0.00087 1322.84 0.00115 997.86
218 0.00444 553.35 0.00327 751.02 0.00370 664.50
216 0.01168 449.05 0.01000 524.08 0.01037 505.81
217 | 0.02390 466.15 0.02016 552.53 0.02088 533.62
218 0.05067 465.62 0.04249 555.20 0.04217 559.45
219 0.10033 496.43 0.08124 613.06 0.08462 588.63
220 0.20257 517.63 0.16153 649.17 0.16925 619.55
221 0.41311 533.03 0.34623 636.00 0.35822 614.71
222 0.85553 539.28 0.72604 635.47 0.85342 540.61
223 1.98786 485.29 1.48401 650.06 1.79462 537.55
224 | 4.59607 438.04 3.69224 545.27 3.90712 515.28
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04 FFTW 3.0.10000 FFT 00O0O0Odual Xeon 3.06 GHz PCO

Table 4 Performance of FFTW 3.0.1 one-dimensional FFT on dual Xeon 3.06 GHz PC.

1 CPU 2 CPUs 4 CPUs
n Time MFLOPS Time MFLOPS Time MFLOPS
212 | 0.00008 2980.21 0.00008 2928.67 | 0.00008 2980.56
23 | 0.00020 2664.84 | 0.00021 2580.55 0.00019 2746.77
2 | 0.00088 1307.32 0.00100 1152.81 0.00095 1207.64
215 | 0.00276 889.69 | 0.00263 934.51 0.00250 983.23
216 | 0.00663 791.28 | 0.00615 852.10 0.00558 939.43
217 | 0.01525 730.49 | 0.01224 910.34 | 0.01139 977.82
218 | 0.03255 724.82 | 0.03373 699.45 0.02456 960.63
219 | 0.07234 688.54 | 0.07492 664.82 0.06410 777.02
229 | 0.16086 651.85 | 0.12872 814.62 0.13805 759.54
221 | 0.35453 621.11 0.29581 744.41 0.29562 744.87
222 | 0.75349 612.32 | 0.60865 758.03 0.61773 746.89
223 | 1.60795 599.95 1.28141 752.84 1.30157 741.18
224 | 3.64585 552.21 3.42129 588.45 2.76877 727.13

05 MKL6.1.10000 FFT O00DO0Odual Xeon 3.06 GHz PCO

Table 5 Performance of MKL 6.1.1 one-dimensional FFT on dual Xeon 3.06 GHz PC.

1 CPU 2 CPUs 4 CPUs
n Time MFLOPS Time MFLOPS Time MFLOPS
212 | 0.00010 2527.64 0.00010 2549.59 0.00012 1988.40
213 1 0.00026 2049.90 0.00023 2344.68 0.00029 1811.11
214 1 0.00057 2023.92 0.00048 2407.57 0.00057 2024.42
215 | 0.00202 1214.12 0.00150 1634.04 0.00178 1380.98
216 | 0.00665 788.06 0.00529 990.30 0.00603 869.99
217 | 0.01446 770.26 0.01514 735.89 0.01412 789.20
218 | 0.03393 695.42 0.03151 748.84 0.03548 664.89
219 | 0.06858 726.24 0.07478 666.01 0.07127 698.87
220 | 0.15563 673.78 0.14937 701.99 0.16745 626.21
221 | 0.31766 693.19 0.34792 632.91 0.33710 653.22
222 | 0.71024 649.61 0.69139 667.32 0.77799 593.03
223 | 1.42854 675.30 1.53512 628.41 1.55147 621.79
224 | 3.19185 630.75 3.07768 654.15 3.51328 573.04
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06 FFTE 3.20000 FFT O0000Odual Opteron
1.8 GHz PCO with SSE20
Table 6 Performance of FFTE 3.2 one-dimensional FFT
on dual Opteron 1.8 GHz PC (with SSE2).

1 CPU 2 CPUs
n Time MFLOPS Time MFLOPS
212 | 0.00022 1097.16 0.00022 1096.66
213 1 0.00078 686.12 0.00052 1017.62
214 1 0.00191 601.37 0.00117 984.34
215 | 0.00355 691.78 0.00217 1135.03
216 1 0.00751 698.25 0.00432 1212.69
217 | 0.01711 651.06 0.00936 1190.86
218 | 0.03968 594.56 0.02135 1105.11
219 |1 0.09349 532.73 0.04922 1012.01
220 | 0.21049 498.16 0.11020 951.48
221 | 0.43275 508.84 0.22468 980.07
222 | 0.83379 553.34 0.43323 1064.96
223 | 1.83429 525.92 0.95540 1009.72
224 | 4.16131 483.81 2.17202 926.91

07 FFTE 3.20000 FFT 0000 dual Opteron
1.8 GHz PCO with x870
Table 7 Performance of FFTE 3.2 one-dimensional FFT
on dual Opteron 1.8 GHz PC (with x87).

1 CPU 2 CPUs

n Time | MFLOPS | Time | MFLOPS
212 1 0.00023 1071.50 0.00023 1071.77
213 1 0.00063 844.17 0.00045 1182.97
214 | 0.00134 853.72 0.00091 1259.57
215 | 0.00299 821.57 0.00185 1328.23
216 | 0.00742 706.17 0.00420 1247.39
217 | 0.01676 664.83 0.00908 1226.57
218 | 0.03910 603.46 0.02086 1130.91
219 | 0.08420 591.55 0.04446 1120.32
220 | 0.17550 597.47 0.09255 1132.96
221 | 0.39187 561.93 0.20453 1076.62
222 | 0.81167 568.42 0.42263 1091.67
223 | 1.81559 531.34 0.94386 1022.07
224 | 4.13064 487.40 2.16151 931.42
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08 FFTW 3.0.1 0000 FFT 0000Odual Opteron
1.8 GHz PCO
Table 8 Performance of FFTW 3.0.1 one-dimensional
FFT on dual Opteron 1.8 GHz PC.

1 CPU 2 CPUs

n Time MFLOPS Time MFLOPS
2'2 | 0.00015 1664.13 0.00015 1661.67
213 | 0.00042 1260.39 0.00038 1413.97
214 | 0.00096 1196.13 0.00077 1484.56
2% | 0.00227 1081.90 0.00166 1485.31
216 | 0.00568 923.54 0.00388 1352.61
217 | 0.01335 834.44 0.00815 1367.56
2'% | 0.03242 727.66 0.01829 1290.06
219 | 0.06891 722.78 0.04076 1222.12
220 | 0.15692 668.21 0.08688 1206.90
221 | 0.35182 625.89 0.18721 1176.25
222 | 0.72557 635.88 0.39930 1155.45
223 | 1.52787 631.39 0.85720 1125.40
224 | 3.29620 610.78 1.80689 1114.22

09 ACML 1.50000 FFT O0OO0OOdual Opteron
1.8 GHz PCO
Table 9 Performance of ACML 1.5 one-dimensional FFT
on dual Opteron 1.8 GHz PC.

n Time MFLOPS
212 | 0.00017 1450.23
213 | 0.00050 1072.97
214 | 0.00105 1090.21
215 | 0.00328 749.54
216 | 0.00752 697.06
217 | 0.01765 631.21
218 | 0.03860 611.19
219 | 0.07863 633.46
220 | 0.17788 589.49
221 | 0.37355 589.48
222 | 0.74513 619.18
223 | 1.82019 529.99
224 | 3.95176 509.46
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