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Access Complexity: A New Framework for Complexity
of Parallel Computation

DAISAKU YOKOYAMAT and TAKASHI CHIKAYAMA'

Recent advances in computer hardware have been making existing computational complex-
ity theory inappropriate for many cases. The random access memory (RAM) model was
made unrealistic by large speed gap between the processing units and main memory systems.
Distributed computing environments have obsoleted traditional models for parallel compu-
tation due to non-negligible diversity in communication delay. In this paper, we propose a
new framework for computational complexity, named access complexity, in which the cost
lies in data transfer rather than computation itself. The model tries to capture all levels of
system hierarchy, from cache systems to globally distributed environments. It models these
diverse access costs in a simple and uniform way. We apply the model to analyze some par-
allel algorithms, to show that the model can analyze well-known algorithms easily. We also
show the appropriateness of the model, through comparing the predicted and the measured
performance of bitonic sort algorithm.
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Fig.1 Random access test on SPARC.
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Fig.3 Communication channel and collision.
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t=2

t=2
t=1

HED o 7253 H% %

05 0D0O000OO00OO0OO0O0O00O0
Fig.5 Blocked communication.

0000000000000D0O0OO0O000 Local Area
Networkd Wide Area Network 000000000
gOooDo00o0ooboooboooooboobooooo
Oo0 cpeUDOOO0OOODOOOODOOOOODOOOOO
0000000 bOO0oO0bOOoOobOooDobobooooono
LANOWANOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooo
OJO00OOLANDOOODODOOOOOOO0OOoOogag
00000000000 ODoDLANODODOOOODOO
0J0o00oo0oo0ooOoooOgDLANODOODOO
gooo0obOoobooooboobouooboobooo
gooodbOoobobobooboobobobobooo
goooboooboobooboobuoobobobooo
0100000000000 0o00booDbooooono
OooD0o0OOo0obOobDoOoboOoOooDoobooooo
00000000000 LANOOOOOOOOOO
pOod0DoOO0o0OD0bOOoOobOOOoO0obOOoOobDoboooo



Vol. 46 No. SIG 12(ACS 11)

gooobooooooobooooocoooooooo
goooooooooooooobooooooooo
oooooooooooooobooooooooooo
cpuOO0OO0OO0OOOOOOOO0OO0OO0OOOOODOOD
ooooobobooooooooooooooooooo
23 0000000DOO
ooooooooooooooooooooooo
goooobosoooobooooooooooooon
goooboooooooooooooooooooon
gooobobooooooobooboooooooooon
gooooboooooooooooooooooooo
gooobooooooobooooooboooboooo
gooooboooooobooooooooooooon
goooooooooooooobooooonoooo
gooooboooooOooooooooooboooooo
gooobooooooooooboooooooboobo
goooooooooObODbOObOO000000000o
gooboooooooooobooboooooooon
gooobooooooooooooobooooooon
gooooooooooboooooooboooon
00000 2000000000000 f(z)00ODO
gooboodoo20000000000O0C00000
goooooobooooobooooooooooo
goooooboooooooooooboooooooo
ooooooooooooooboboooobobooooo
goooobooooooooooooooooooo
gobooobooooooobobooooboooobo
goooboboooooooobooboooooooooon
gooobobooooooooooooooooooon
goo
gooooboooooooooooocoooooo
gobooooooooooooooooooooo
O0000000000000 200000 i(z) O
oooo

/l(x)da: = constant (1)

gooooooooobooooooboobooooono
goooboooooooooooooooooooon
0000000000 (z)D0D0OODOODOODO
ooooboooooooobobooooooboobocooooo
00000 »00000000000000 1/v0O
goboooooboooooocobooooboobooooboo

deb0bilbO0000oOoOoOoOoDOooOoOonooonn
goooboooooooooooobooooooon
goooooooooooobob 3oooooooon
gooobooooooooooobD1o0boobooooo

gooooooooooooooooobobooooo 199

load
t=0 t

I
o

memory
06 DOO0ODOOOOOOO 1000000000
Fig.6 Transition of communication load caused by a
packet in load sum-up model.

threshold

memory

07 0O00O0OO0O0O0OOoOoOOOOOoOoooOOoOo
Fig.7 Transition of communication load caused by
multiple packets in load sum-up model.

O0000leedd00000000O0O0O0ODODO
O700200000000000000O0O0O0AO
Obt=001000¢=20 2000000000
gbobooooooooobooooonooe=20300
2000000000000000O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O02
gobooooooooobooocboOoooooobooo
Ob0t=20020000000000000000
0000 threshold 0O0O0O00O0O0O0O0O0OCOOO
gooooooooooooooooobooboooo
oooooooolooo rooogogoooooo
000 yr0oo00000000D0o0o0oooon
oood
ooooooooooooooobboboooooo
goboooooooooooobooboOouooooboooo
goboobooooboooooobooocooooooboo
0000000000000 00000000LAN
goboooooooooobooocbooooooobooo
gooboooooooobooooooboooooooo
gooooooooooobooooboooooDbonoo
goooooooooboooooooooboonoo



200 gooooooooooooooooboooooo

goooooooooOobObOObOOO0o0o0o0o0ooooaa
3. O onoOono

00oo00ooOoDoooooooooooooon
O00000ooooooOoooooooooood
O000<input>O<output>0 00000000000
00000000000000ooooooooog
ooooOOoOooooOoOoOooopoooooooood
ooooOoOooOooooooooooooooood
ooooooooooooooooo pco 100
ooo

3.1 0JOOooo

(<operation-name> <inputi1> <inputs> <output>)
inputy - inputys — output 000000000
<operation-name> = addO0subd 0000000
(copy <sre> <dest>) src— dest00000000
000000o0o0ooDOo0o0ooogoooooooo
oooooo0dose00O0OOOmOooooOoO
ooooo

3.2 0000000

(next_place <next-place>) 0000000000
Oo0ooooooooooo

3.3 O O

(jump <program-point>) 00000000
<program-point>0 000000
(branch <input> <program-point>)
Ooooooooooooooo
(fork <program-point>) 0000000 DO0ODO
<progrem-point>0 000 0000O0OO0OOOO0O
0000ooooooooooooooooooo
(compare_and_swap <src><org> <update><pp>)

<input> 0O

<sre>d 000 compare and swapld
(vanish) 00O0O0O0OOOOO

gdobooooOooOooooooboooooooo
0000o0ooooooo0oooooooooooo
J000ooooooooooooooooOooooo
000000ooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooobooooooobooo
gooooooooOooOoOobObOO000o0oOoUooo
goooooobooooOooooboooooooobo
000000 CEMA?® 0000000000000
goooooooobooboOoooobooboooDo
gobooo0oooOooooOooooobbooooboog

4. DOoO0OO0OODOOOO0OOO0

gbooooooboobobobooboooooooDo

Aug. 2005

—o—sparc/ref
—8—sparc8/ref
—a—xeon/ref
—>—xeon2/ref

ERfEL Ot

1.0E+00 1.0E+01 1.0E+02 1.0E+03 1.0E+04 10E+05 10E+06 1.0E+07 1.0E+08 1.0E+09
ERM

0 8 bitonicsort 000000000 RAMOOOOOOOOO
Fig.8 Ratio of the measured and predicted performances
of the RAM model in bitonic sort.

bitonic sort0d merge sort O FFT OO OO0O0O0O0OO
O00000O0O0O0O0O0OD0O0OO0OODODOObitonic sort
O0ooo0ooooo@PE)RAMOOOOOOOO
0000boooooooooooo

4.1 bitonic sort

bitonic sort 0 0 0 0 0O 0O 0 Osorting network O O
O000o00o00oo0oooooooooooooo
O000000o0o0oOooU0ooooooooooo
O000000o00oO0o0OoOo0ooOooOoOoooOoO
O000oooooo

n 000 bitonic sort 0 (n/2)x (logn(logn+1)/2)
00000000000 0ORAMOOOODOOOOO
00 O(n(logn)®>) 00DOO0DOOO0DOO0DOOODOO
00 n/20000000000000000000
00 POOO O(n(logn)?/P)D0 0D O((logn)?)
oooooooo

O0ooooooooooo os8Oooooooood
e Ultra SPARC III Cu 1.2 GHzO 8 CPU

e Pentium4 Xeon 2.4 GHz0O 2 CPU
O0000O0DD pthreaed D0D0O0OOODOOOOO
0000000000000O000O04000000
000200000000000000 single thread
0000 8(2)threaed D0 DD 2000000000
000000000000 0000 RAMODOOO
O000o00o0oooOoO0ooooOoooooooo
O00000o0ooo0o0o0oooooooooooo
O0O0OO0OSPARCOOOOXeonOOOOOODOOO
0000000000000 000SPARCO Xeon
O000000o00oO0DO0o0ooOooOoOoOooooo
oopooooo

080000000000 ODUOODOOOOOO



Vol. 46 No. SIG 12(ACS 11)

oooOO0O0O000000000000000000
RAMOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
Ooo00000000000000O0O0000000
RAMOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
o000
ooooooooooobooooOoOoOOObObooo
o00o0o0oo0oOo0ooooooooooag
Oooooooooooooooooooooooo
oooooooobooobooOoooooooooon
oooo0ooooooooooooooonoooon
0000000~ OO0 bitonicsort 00000000
00 n OO bitonicmerge00:=000 n/2—-10
0:0000000D0¢000 ¢4+n/2000000
ooooo
oo0ooo0ooOo0ooOo0ooOoOoooOobcoooo
0000000000000000O00000000
00000000000000000000000O0
ooboooOoo0o0oooooooooooonoood
oo0oooooooooobooooooooonoon
oooooooooooboooooooooooon
O000000000000000000 20000
O0o00000000000000000000000
O0oo0boO0oO0boO0o0oO00oO0oO0O0O0oo0ooo
O00000O000O0000O0O0CcOO0CcO000O
O0o0oO0oOooOo0OoO0O0OOoO0OOO0OO0OOO0O0O0oO0oOO
00000000000000000000000O0
00000000000 000000000000O0
oooo0oooooo0ooooooooooooon
ooooooooooooooooooooooon
Ooo00000000000000 000000
000000 HMMOOOOO logz O0OOOO
O00O00n OO0 bitonicsort 000000000
0O n» OO0 bitonic merge 1000000000 n/2
000000000000000000(logn) 00O
0000000000000000000000000
bitonic sort 1000000 O(n(logn)®) 0000
000opPOD0ODODOOO0OOOOO n/2P0O0O
oooooooooooooooooOobooOooon
00000000000 P=n/200000000
000 pOODOOOOOOOOOPOOOOOOO
O00o0O000o0O0000000ooooenoOo
oo0oooO0oooOoooOoboOoooOooOooooa
ooooboooOoOoooooo9sbOoOooooood
0000 «00000000CO00CO0O00000CO
0000000 10000000000000000
001000000000000000 (z) 0000

gooooooooooooooooobobooooo 201

communication

memory
09 OO0oO0OOOOOO0OODOOOOOODOOOOO
Fig.9 Concurrent communication from and to continuous
locations.

—o— sparc/ref2
—8— sparc8/ref2
—&— xeon/ref2
—X—xeon2/ref2

N

e et 00000

HEREEDL

10E+00 10E+01  10E+02 10E+03  10E+04 10E+05 10E+06 10E+07 10E+08  10E+09

BERH
0 10 bitonicsort 00000000 OOO0OOOOODOODOO
ooooo
Fig. 10 Ratio of the measured and predicted performances
of the access complexity model in bitonic sort.

d
> iz —a)

goooooooooioo0000D0O0000O00
ooo0oooo0ooOoo0oon (HWoooooooo
gooooooOooooooooooooooooo
goooboooooooooooobooooooooo
goooooooOooooooooobooboooobooDo
goooooooOo0ooooooooboOooooooo
oo0oooooooo

ooooooooooooooooOOOOO0booOo
000 O(n(logn)®*/P)D0DOD0 O((logn)®) 00O 0O

oooooOoO0o0o00oooooooooooooo
gooooooooooo oo00oooooooo
000 o0o8Ofdoooooooo sl RAMODOO
goooooooOoooooooooooooooo
goooooooooobooooooooobooooo
goooooooooobooooooooobooooo
O0OO0O0O0O0 bitenicsort 00 O0O0O00O00O0ODOO
oooooo

4.2 merge sort

mergesort 0000000000 0O0OOOOOOO
000000000000 oO0o0O0O00U00ORAM
0000O0o000O O(nlogn)DOODOO0OOOOO
00o0o00oooO0ooooooo Oo(n)0D0OOO



202 gooooooooooooooooboooooo

gboocobooooobooooboobooobooooooo
oo nOO0OO0OO0OOCOOOOOOOOOOO
gooooooooooooooo 20000000
goooooooooooooooooobob 20
goooooooooooboo20000000A0
OO0 k0000000000000000O00O0 nO
goooboboooooooooobobooooooo
gooobooobooooooooobooooooooon
o0 n00000C0ODOOOOODOOOOOO
goooboooodobooooooobooooooa
000 kO000OC0COOO0O0ODOOOOO0OOODOOO0
oo os9ooobood nOO0OODOOOODOO
gooooooooo9noooooboooooooon
ooooooooooooobooboodoobod nO 2
gobotdrn—-10n4+10000000100000
0000D0D000002f(n) 0 f(n—1)+ f(n+1)
000000000000 f(z) D00DOODOODO
000 2f(n) > f(n—1)+f(n+1) 0000000
gooooooooooooooooooobooon
goboooooboooooobo b9oboooon
gbooobo0o nO0OO0ODOOOOODOOOOOO
O0ODD0O00 klognODOODO

gooooooboooooobooobooooooooon
00 23 ¥ *logi = klogk —2(k—1) 0000k O
00 mergesort 000 T(k) DOOO0OOODOODO
ooboo0 00000

T(k) =2T(k/2) + klogn + klogk — 2(k — 1)

00000000000000 O(n(logn)?) 0000

goooobooooooobooooooooon
goooobooooooobo1ooboooooooo
gooobooooooooooobooooooooo
oobooooboocooboocoooboooooo

O0000O0D00O000000Obitonicsort 00O
gobooooboooobooooobooooboooobooon
0000000000o0o000oooon O(nlogn)
gooooooo

gooooooooooooooboooooooo
0 01100 12 00 0 0Omerge sort 000 OSPARC
1CPUOXeon 2CPUDNOOOO RAMOOODOODO
goooobooooooooooooooooooo
O0OXeon 1CPUOOOODO RAMOODOODOO
goooboooooooboooooboooOooooo
000000000 0000OSPARC 1CPU O Xeon
2CPUDOOO0ODOOOOODOOOOOOOOODO
gboooooobooobooooobooooooon
ooooOO0o0o0ooOoOoooooooRrRAMOOOO

Aug. 2005

—o—sparc/ref1
—B-sparc8/refl
—&—xeon/refl
—>—xeon2/ref1

HiRfEL DL

1.0E+00 1.0E+01 1.0E+02 1.0E+03 1.0E+04 1.0E+05 1.0E+06 1.0E+07 1.0E+08 1.0E+09
ERY

0 11 mergesort 000000000 RAMOOODOOOO
oo
Fig.11 Ratio of the measured and predicted
performances of the RAM model in merge sort.
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Fig.12 Ratio of the measured and predicted performances
of the access complexity model in merge sort.
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Fig. 13 Ratio of the measured and predicted
performances of two models in pseudo FFT.
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