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An application of super-high-definition free viewing
technology for viewing ancient documents

Takuzi Suzuki, Fumio Adachi, Atsushi Nitd National Museum of Japanese History

The application of computer technology is preferable when exhibiting a mass of ancient Japanese documents to the public. In most
viewing systems, a user chooses a document from a menu, a group of partitioned images of the selected document is presented, and the
user selects a requested image. But when the selected document is long, partitioned images are not suitable for viewing the document
continuously.

The National Museum of Japanese History has developed a super-high-definition free viewing system capable of displaying large,
high-definition digital images larger than 100,000 x 100,000 pixels, allowing the image to be scaled for viewing from any location at an
appropriate size. An application of the free viewing system for the viewing of ancient documents is proposed in this paper.

Super-high-definition digital materials of SEISH(J and ZOKUSHU of the SHOSO-IN MONJO were made using the proposed
method. The size of each document is about 80,000 x 30,000 pixels. These two documents was made available to visitors of the National
Museum of Japanese History in a special exhibition that demonstrated the usefulness of such materials called “Ancient Japanese writing

symbols” (Mar 19~Jun 9, 2002).
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