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Personal Information Protection Commission
asa Third-Party Institution
—Current Situation and Challenges of the Function and Authority—

MAYU TERADA ™ YOICHIRO ITAKURA *2

From 2016 January 1, the Specific Personal Information Protection Commission was reorganized and it is now functioning as a
Personal Information Protection Commission. In this paper, while reviewing the circumstances that led to the establishment of

the Personal Information Protection Commission as a third-party institution, condition of the independence of the current

Commission as an external organ of the Cabinet Office as the Personal Information Protection Commission is examined as well
as current situations of its function and authority by looking at actual activities, such as discussion agendas of the commission
when meetings are held. Then this paper considers the current situation and future challenges of the commission from looking at
the circumstances how it is recognized and understood by other countries’ institutions and tries to grasp an appropriate perception

of the present situation.
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