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Proper Tail Recursion with Shallow-bound
Dynamically Scoped Variables

ATUSI MAEDAt and MASAHIRO SOWAt

Conversion of tail recursive function call into simple jump is a technique widely used as
optimization in compilers. Especially, Scheme, a dialect of Lisp, requires as part of language
specification that tail recursion be performed in O(1) space complexity. Tail recursion imple-
mented in O(1) space complexity is called “proper tail recursion”.

With existance of dynamically-scoped variables, ordinary implementation keeps variable
bindings until binding construct exits. Thus, syntactic tail call cannot be implemented in
a properly tail recursive fashion. For Lisp interpreters which keeps variable bindings in list
structures (i.e. deep binding), there is a known way to achieve almost-proper tail recursion
with dynamic scoping.

In this paper, we argue about an implementation method of proper tail recursion with shal-
low binding, which is a common way of implementing dynamically-scoped variables in current

Jun. 2000

Lisp implementations.
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Fig. 1 Semantics of tail recursion elimination in assembly
language level.
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Fig. 2 Deep binding.
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Fig. 3 Shallow binding.
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LTV B (pp.12-13) . Steele A3 T TV 5 HH
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(defun foo (x)
(bar x))

(defun bar (y)
(foo ¥))

4 MEKKEERETROEK
Fig. 4 Mutually tail recursive functions.
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foo: bind x ; Bl¥% pop L THME
push x ;x DfEEFI R Z v 7~ push
call bar ;bar DFFNHL
unbind i x DR Z MR
return

25 M fooDa—F (BVHM)
Fig. 5 Code for function foo (shallow binding).
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unbind M F CHEERRT 26D LT 5.

M5Da—F»60058Y, bar DEGH UK
BEROMBICH ZBEEMOHL TH I bbb
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foo: bind x ; BI%% pop L THM
push x ix DEZ5I A S v 7~ push
save ENV JENV U U R & %R
call bar sbar DFENH L
restore ENV ;ENV L 3R & % [EIH
return

6 B fooD—F (BEVIHE)
Fig. 6 Code for function foo (deep binding).
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ENVE AWz BB R AT 22\ VO T bar DEITH
IZ ENVOERED->TL EoThh by, Lo
TENVAIBRET A MER NI B 5. T7hbb,
M70k 32, callfifk jumpfmHICEBRT LI L
BWTEB.

; B1#% pop L THME
;x DEZ S $R & v 7~ push
;bar DEREBRBFFCHL

foo: bind x

push x

jump bar

7 B fooda—F (RVEE; X ¥ v OHEH])
Fig. 7 Code for function foo (deep binding; stack
suppressed).
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Fig. 8 Variable binding list.

ENVL DREMBZDY R & E > THRGIERY
1772 5 BRIZ [ C A BT OB Bl E R h Tz &
5&, FEENIG 2HEBEUMEOHBRXRENOHBERIZ L -
TERINTLEWY, oL TBRENDZ LN,
IO EEFIALT, bind@MA TIRER4L EOX
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; 5180% pop L TIHRME

foo: bind x

push x ;x DfEZ 5|1$AR & v 7~ push
LEVEL := SPECPDL_PTR

save LEVEL ;LEVEL U ¥ X & % 1836E
call bar ;bar OFFOVHL

restore LEVEL ;LEVEL L3 X # % [E#H
; TRE LEVEL ¥ THEA MR

unbind_all

return

29 Mffooda—R (HVHM + LEVEL)
Fig. 9 Code for function foo (shallow binding + LEVEL).
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foo: bind x ; BI%%& pop L THE
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;bar O HIL

push x

jump bar

10 B foodI—F (B, A¥ v 7 OMH)
Fig. 10 Code for function foo (shallow binding; stack
suppressed).
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funl: save LEVEL

bind var
push arg
save fixup

jump fun2

fixup: restore LEVEL
unbind_all

return

funl: save LEVEL

bind var

push arg
call fun2
restore LEVEL
unbind_all

return

X 11 - LEVEL# callee Tili3 5 a—F
Fig. 11 Code with callee-saved LEVEL.

B 11238\ T, LEVELDMEDEE & BEAEOM
BRI fun1l 0P TR R E R bR, Zo
728 fun2 DIFRH LB REBRIFCHL Th 312 b
PH5T, ZHE junplil BHRT B L IITER.

ZIT, REBRFCHLM»GESTELED
a—RBFIZFELE (restore LEVEL, unbind.all,
return) ¥ L TCWAZLIZERL, Zhed 7 r—
FrDFTELD, fixup kAT, 758, M 11
Da—RFEH 120X H5ICEXETS.

funi? b fun2% R B BB I O H T BT,
callfFEAVT, fixupDBEME RV BEHLL T
A Z 9 71BN T jump S T fun2iC HlEZ B
IO X ST TEEAEE AT S Z Lo, §
A Z v 7 DRIEN fixup DY INEFARBZ T LT,
RECEEDH R5 L EELABERT2bh 208 5

12 BEREORELEY fixuplt & Hra—F
Fig. 12 Code using centralized restoration handler fixup.

EMAIENTES.
REBERFOHLETR DBIC, S22y 705k
SAAY fixup’2 biF Z OB CTEEOEORELE Y 1T
729 BRI (R L T TREERZ2EN5) OT,
BHEL Tho7z LEVELERTTL EV, EOKREHR
FEH L 24T 5 ZenT& 5 (M 13, ®14).

funl: save LEVEL

bind var
push arg
if top == fixup then jump tail
save fixup
jump fun2 ; RORBHER RN
tail:
restore LEVEL ;LEVEL ##7TC3
jump fun2 ; ROREHRFOHL
fixup: restore LEVEL
unbind_all

return

H 13 BOHEHOKREBRERHETIa—F
Fig. 13 Code which dynamically detect proper tail
recursion.

D& DT fixupED LB L R Y SE0BIAG7R
EEITR D LENRH SO, BINRa—7 5% R 8
L7zB8O T2 5 REBRFOHL 21772 2 HEOH
Thd. ZDOMDFE (REFRBFPEREL TR
ML 21772 5 a8, B a7 B E R L
TORVEED S REFRIFCHL 21772 2 54) I
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| / | ! BLUT 0/ 5 AT %R b L HHHLET —F O A X
Torp Funa g%?”P ______ ! PE LTS, 3HTH~EY, slot TELLFL
: DY A R B 12 GHEMCET — 5 D A R55 %
fixuprunbind a1l return NIHECTHERLTWS. Lrl, TOABEREDE

14 HOKRBHROBAZKMH
Fig. 14 Dynamic detection of proper tail recursion.
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FERIZH W GNU Emacs ®/3—Y 3 Ui 204,
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XA Z1k GNU C version 2.7.23 Th5d. rnay 7
166MHz @ Pentium 7 2 ¥ v ¥ &2 7=/ — Y F =
V¥ a—F ECEHAET o7, ERRBA R 48MB,
OS 1% Linux 2.0.36 THD. 2 A NEOAT V3
iET_T Emacs DF 74 NVPDEE (-g -0) T
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B oOxt LT ANERE, Y A D Emacs
20.4 (orig), 2 HCHRREHEFHWTEOKRER
IFMERNHE L 2 A8EE Lz b @ (search) , MBHEE%L
BT A DI L~V EREFTH A ey &R VUR
MIMzizb® (slot) , BLT R v M EMZ 50
PO~y REANT AT FEOHIBER T
B (hash) ® 4>ThH 5.

MR I BEIN TR OLER D defun TEFRSNL D
EEOHREXMNREL TEY, letREMOMILTES
S AEEITHE - TR

# 1 EFEROY A X (A R)
Table 1 Executable size (bytes).

NEFR | T AN AEHE text data.

orig 5219502 1.000 927472 1931300
search | 5220952 1.000 928348 1930420
slot 5257972 1.007 928308 1967316
hash 5241726 1.004 928552 1950692

GNU Emacs ¥ (Linux #&t%< ® 08 TiX) —
ERDEARRM Lisp 7 A7 T U bbb L OFEARAA
FRETRAEY A A—TRT 7 AMIE VT L, TH
EEABREL TS, BARAEND Lisp 7475
Yo RAOEITREZE 7000 ETHS. FLE

W 1%RFCTE 2.
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FEREOHEMI W TIE, GNU Emacs TiEb e b &
SPECPDL T8 T AHEERD 4 2D 7 41—V D
B 3oLnERAL TR, SEIRERDT 11—
MR BV, orig & OMEROMEHERED
BV,

£ 2 TulT7rRTEN (B)

Table 2 Program execution time (seconds).

TaryGh orig search  slot  hash
recurl 11.54" 5.64 5.55 6.04
recurl0 11.69* 5.90 5.55 6.02
recur100 11.87 8.07 5.59 6.02
tak 4.76 4.87 5.02 5.76

BEFECHL O%EZFMET 2D AVneTr
772k R 15177, REFROR2BEEFRHL &
BIRTTas T Arecurd, RLT 07 T LADKE
HRBPICHRET AV U RADOEEDHDE & 10 BB LT
100 Bz FhEFh#Ee L =71 s F A recurl0 B LT
recur100® 3 -2iZ 5[4 1000000 # & 2 F=H{HDE
TR (CPU RBEH]) 2#F 2177, 20 3207w
7' Ak orig Z R AEFA Tl return® 1 EIL2FE
L2V, £, BEFPRHLORVFv—7THD
tak B3 7 ICB18K 21, 14, T R B X RRLAL R
LThb. ETHEREXET 10 @ORIEEZTR-72D
LORBETHZ.

orig IFEIREBEFIRNTRVDT, recur, recurll,
recurlOOIL KERBIEE 52 2 Z B TERRWV. &
BT« O o fERE, 51¥E LT 1000 & &5 272 EfT
% 1000 [EAE VR L 2R S, 1000 BIOZEA—T D
FATHRFA (10 BIOREE) 2ZL3IWZETHD.

R RS, 5IEOEPBIRICEZHEEITIX
search DETHENRELLBET T2 L0 5.
slot B L hash TIHEEOEK T ALV, 7z,
unbind a1l L O} return DALFHEE N 2K D RIT
BRI RS BEBL TNABZ LN oh 5. recurl~
recur100 T orig DEITREMBEVDIL, orig 721 A3
unbind & return 28 E 1772 572D Th 5. search
@ unbind all & return OIREEITMBANEND R
T orig LIZERLTH Y, BIEEOHENFEER



(defun recur (n)
(if &G n 0)
(recur (1- n))))
(defun recurlO (n)
(ri0n00000000CO0))
(defun r10 (n abcdef gh i)

(recur n))
(defun recur100 (n)
(r100 n
0000000O0O0CO0
;s ()
0000000000
(defun r100
(n
a0 al a2 a3 a4 a5 a6 a7 a8 a9
3 (B
a90 a9l a92 a93 a%4 a9 a96 a97 a98 a99)
(recur n))

(defun tak (x y 2)
(if (not (< y x))
z
(tak (tak (1- x) y =)
(tak (1~ y) z x)
(tak (1- 2z) x ¥))))

B 15 FHlicAWETar 7 A

Fig. 15 Program for measurement.

2 slot R hash IZHA_RTREWZ b5 tak
% orig LIZEFUFEBTEITL TV 5. slot BLY
hash /% unbind_all & return® AR EL (3 Hio
FREA 3), tak TOEITHENL IR L7, FF
IZ, hash DEREDETIIRE L, tak T orig & ik
L TH 21% EITREEIN ML T\ 3. search & slot
WBIL T takiZ BV THEEDER TiXb T Th Y
(slot T 5%), ZOWThrn EANRRRKE R
bhb.

#& 3 N FIEEEFCHL /EROLIBER]
Table 3 Execution time of N-ary function call/return.

EIE RefE (usec)
orig 1.98N 4 4.65
search | 0.002N? 4 1.98N + 4.95
slot 2.02N + 4.96
hash 2.44N + 5.21

BEEMFCH L DF— =~y F & L0 IS~ 2
e, b LR CHEIFYT D720 O B D EITHRH
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, SEXELEHEOSIKIZTOWTEHAIL ERE
3T, ZOEILESIFD push & bind, call,
return, BL unbind all DT T OLEZRE
U EITHEE R L= b0 L5, HlZE5150 1
fEDHE T, orig & HEL T 1 HOBEEFEFRHL /
BRI LIZENREFNR 4% (search) , 5% (slot) ,
16% (hash) OF—s3—~2 FBH 3. hash
TIE N OEOZREITADAES L, SIEOBER L Bz L
7288 5 C orig lIE T BRI B R A — N —~ v R B
ST BEANCH B, search DIFE, FIEMBBIHCSE <
2% & N? OEMNXERNC2 D, FI8s-HEREE
TOFMEMR S A — =~ o K OMIHER DT 5.

BB tak 7 @ 7" F A TR, /N1 b a2— R O#HN2
MAEIL 26 AT, Db 4@F (15.3%) A% callf
BTHD. BINRMTIUY R TR, EfTshizam
& (4155456 v e) D 9.5% (395756 fh4) 2% call
A THolc. RIND, origitBiFdZnT asr
T AD callB L returnfr s O EfTREE O A FHT

(1.98 x 3 + 4.65) x 395756 x 107% = 4.19 (%)
LY, EERTRHREOIZEAL (88%) & EDTVAD.
L7aRoT, EThR_EF— R~y FiIgEA LY
DFEFETREROBIMIBR - Z &b,

72720, search, slot, hash TiZ\WFiv b, callfn
TOSL (BH/ENATERED) BIBEOKEH
IRMCEB SN, returnB LN unbind all 4 DFIT
B EHICIET THIBR SN TV B e, BERTIX
RINPORODLEEEIV D225,

Emacs 20.4 1218 $ % Emacs Lisp 7 7 /v (591
77 ANV[490213 T) B a L RA VL R TIE, B
BI72 /54 b — R dr ¥ 444265, 5 B call @D
Bt 93442 0 (21.0%) Thote. ZDHh, KR
DFEI Lo T 13856 #14r (callfa D 14.8%, &
R0 3.1%) EEOKBEFRPFCHULICE#RTHZ &
BTEE., ZNHDT S5 ATO callfr S OB
REEIXTRATH 20, FHRREEN takk Y &<,
FEORERRIEBRTE 2E LRI b4 —
sy FIEHIRE RIS tak DA L VT 5 & 48
T& 5. Ll Lz~ 7=8Y, =& xEZTEfod
RTEBEHEFECRHL /EREEOMFN DL LT
%, hash ADEETIEER EOF— —~o ik
B2 AR~5% Mz b b.

6. BAEY HHR

FhRERMEFIBNT, BRFECHL 2 — 255
L~ T GOTO U EHT 2 FIEZ OV TORFFRIR

CE P BAT RPN TR Y 2, y—2T s ARG E
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b ERBERFEOHL THBHA DV T E BRI
COEBETR Y AL RLT BB D e, B
W I Scheme ° MLY 28, HZKRERH
RAMEAREERELTHWAED0REL. ZhbiEWVTiLh
BHR a— 7 L—VEBHRE LTV 5.

RKEFRETR2WERFCHL 2 KEBRFFOHL
(HBWiZ GOTO) KWEHRTHT s F LEHBOE
BIZOWTHE, HL bR Tabh T P17,
ZOFTNATIR 2 T BOE O E L L THI 2 IR 6) 3
HB. oK, Tuld T AR TEDILTNS
FamoBgomErFAL THEKOBRIEFEEZ,
HIRAEOH L 2 872 R Y RRERPCHLICER
THELDTHD. INOOEEERE L a (7
ITEESDMARY TIREREGFEELRWY. 23,5
I EHET 3 ETR, BEROEAEFREEET S LI
LBxS—mHZA I T OEREC OV THEHER
BT ANERH D L Bbh 5. AR TRAEE
FEEOERIEFREZEZ R, ERARIOEER,
V=R a—R L CREFRPRELICERINET
LEDEFEFTIIEOREERPCHLICTERNVNES
DHEEEHEL TN D.

BV EEE BE(LT AR AT A T DL~
BB RN LIZRRET D FIEESOR 20) LEREL
LTWAA, ST 20) ISRRERFOHLIZ DN TR
MEEZEBLTVWARWY., RARATFT AT DL~V RRET
BBz v aEEy BV CRERERE ST S8RIEIR
XHR5) TV 77 L AU PERERTORELE
BHIZFELTH B.

7. BbH Y I

BVWEELAVWTEHNA - V—VEERTD
Lisp LERICBWVT, KEFRAFECHL & EH2EH
HEBTETTALOOFELRRBEL, FEEI GNU
Emacs Lisp LR EETZZ LI L > TEORERHFB
OB LAERTE NI EERERL 2.

ThITk Y, BERIBRVELOZDDOEHFDEX
(while) ZHAVWRITNIERHBRTERP oI BT T
A, LVBEEHS ST IS ITHEVETERT S
TEeNTFEELR o, 5 EHITHRRZEY Emacs 204
AT B$ 3 Emacs Lisp 7 7 A /MZ B 5 callfh
A0 5 B0 14.8% % ARIOFEL K> THEOREH
IBERH LIBT3 R TERE. Zhbnral
S AREORBEBFENREL OB T 4 7 AEHTR
LEPREMNIZBOTH B LEBETE, Z0
THRTX-HSORITIENE X0, RKEBRFEN
HIL BB AW 27 7 ATIRZOEZTE LI

B A O — TEBPSEAET BIROREHFBIFCH L 9

EREFTRZEEZLND.

(70, EEFOHLICBEL CETRBOSELT
20, BEBELEFHEOF—NR—~y FREDORETH
HhEFMLUE. &S HEREETOESE, F—
N~y RidE 2 4%~5%TH ¥, TOMEITER L
BTX HHEEL B30, SEERKCH VW GNU
Emacs Lisp i3, HBLSn - BtEROABERLITE
Z2%, return<® unbind allZf¥ fHx DEIENLEED
FEATHRIC S0 B EEESHROF 2 —r T v 7LD
Ebbv 5 5.

EOXRBHERFEOCHLEERTE LI LI —y
Carrsiay (GC) KL TbFELWEEE S5
% %. SPECPDL WIT &l & 3 EE O B
LEBED, CCIIBWTA— b % EE 2 BEHITR
¥ B ¥, RUAMOEBICEKESNTRL TS
BEn2n (THRLLERETTRRIITHS) ITH
b 57 SPECPDL Mg s CWhky —4 %
BN B2 e TE B, v —% 0 JRER
-7 DOEERLESTAEEILOND. ZRHDR
W A BB E LS BROBETHD.

Fir, A TRALBHRA T B EBHRAa—
FEERBETZESIIONWT, 5% EER JUWEEE

DEEET> TV FETHSD.
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(FAE 114 10 A 15 BZA)
(FAk 1248 2 A 22 BRE)

Al %3 (E=8)

1994 FEEBRBRFRERET
F RSB R R A R IR
Bt (%) (BRERIKRTFE 1997
). B BRBERFEREREHR
AT LERFRBBFE. W/
M, 2 Ea—FT7—%T7F %, s3I0
EEOEE, H—_oPal g Rl ICREERRE
D, BARY 7N TRES, ACME&£E.

B ¥A (ExR)

1978 EA TR A FELBEBET.
BB RFENEER, £ HBTEREH
BERCREBERBERERERH
#Z. 198 ML~ NAF v A Tuay
Ba—d, F—Frn—art'a—
ZipEWHar v a—F & WHT a3 OFRIZHE
. ORESEEH) ) TAOHEES SN EI L P a—#
BRERECRKEZEF > TS, IEEE, ACM, BT
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