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How the glyph shape differences have been studied for Small Seal script?
- the case study for the works by Xu Kai -

suzuki toshiya'  Atsushi Suzuki™ Katsuyuki Sugaya'

On September 2014, Chinese and Taiwanese experts submitted their proposal to include Shuowen Small Seal into ISO/IEC
10646. Their proposal on 2014 was designed to be a merged collection of major version of Shuowen Jiezi, and the per-version
variants are expected to be placed at continuous codepoints. But the revised submission on 2015, the project was reduced to be a
simple font production based on one version of Shuowen Jiezi. Also it removed the discussion how to handle per-version variants
from the submission. As a result, the project to standardize Shuowen Jiezi is either lacking the criteria for the unification, as
ceased project for Oracle Bone, in spite of the situation that the user community of Shuowen Small Seal is the largest one of the
Old Hanzi users. In this report, as a case study, we summarize the history how the variant glyphs in the works by Xu Kai have
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been studied, and try to provide the sources to draft the unification rules for Small Seal script.
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