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A Study of the Formation Mechanism of Third Place where
Individual-oriented People Coexist with Social-oriented People
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Abstract: The Third Place is a space that everyone can freely use for socializing. For people facing the risks
of social isolation, the Third Place is an important channel through which they can connect to local society.
In this paper, we investigate ways to design a Third Place as a place where individual-oriented people, who
visit public spaces to enjoy private time, can coexist with social-oriented people, who visit those spaces to
interact with others, without being excluded by the social-oriented people. To investigate an effective design
to realize coexistence, we develop an agent-based model of the individual- and social-oriented people and
perform a simulation employing the model. The simulation results showed: (1) given a high proportion
of individual-oriented people, designing comfortableness arising from a relaxed ambience, sweet music, and
tasty coffee, promotes the coexistence of visitors; and (2) facilitating communication between the social- and
individual-oriented people increases the mobility of the visitors and, thereby, prevents the exclusion of the
individual-oriented people. Through an analysis of the coexistent cases and high mobility cases, we find out
mechanisms which realize coexistence overcoming the exclusion originated from the social interaction.
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Fig. 1 A structural problem on the TP.
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Fig. 2 Overview of the model of visitor’s behavior on the TP.
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Fig. 3 Formation of evaluation for the TP based on comfort-

ableness.
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1: for each step t do

2: for each agent 7 do

3: Calculates B! according to (1)
4:  end for

5: for each pair of visiting agents i, j do
6: Calculates cf; according to (2)
7:  end for

8:  for each visiting agent ¢ do

9: Calculates n! according to (3)
10: end for

11:  for each agent i do

12: Updates A! according to (4)(5)
13:  end for

14: end for

M4 YIalb—varoFks

Fig. 4 Procedure of the simulation.
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Fig. 12 Cyclic replacement of occupation observed in the fos-

tering communication condition.
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