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Abstract: Recently, in modern computer technology, there’s increasing need to handle non-standard text
and binary data called the ad-hoc or legacy data. The languages that handle such non-standard data are
called data description languages, and DFDL (Data Format Description Language) is one example. Such
data description languages cannot be captured by existing parser framework, in particular because the non-

standard data is often parsed dependent on the content of the data itself.

In order to characterize such

feature of data description languages, Fisher et al. proposed the formal system using dependent types. In
this paper, based on their work, we give semantics to the DFDL language and discuss its processor.
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1 <xs:schema xmlns:xs="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema"xmlns:dfdl="http://www.ogf.org/dfdl/dfdl-1.0/"

2  elementFormDefault="unqualified" attributeFormDefault="unqualified">

3  <xs:annotation>

4 <!-- Defaulted property values -->

5 <xs:appinfo source="http://www.ogf.org/dfdl/">

6 <dfdl:format representation="text" initiator="" terminator="" separator="" leadingSkip="0"

7 trailingSkip="0" textBidi="no" floating="no" fillByte="1" escapeSchemeRef=""

8 textNumberRounding="explicit" textNumberRoundingIncrement="1.0" decimalSigned="yes"

9 alignmentUnits="bytes" alignment="1" encoding="utf-8" ignoreCase="no" occursCountKind="implicit"
10 byteOrder="bigEndian" lengthKind="delimited" lengthUnits="bytes" textPadKind="none" textTrimKind="none"
11 textNumberPattern="###" textNumberJustification="right" textStringJustification="left"
12 textStandardBase="10" textNumberRep="standard"
13 textStandardGroupingSeparator="," textStandardDecimalSeparator="." textStandardExponentCharacter="e"
14 textNumberCheckPolicy="1lax" textStandardInfinityRep=""" textStandardNaNRep="z"
15 textNumberRoundingMode="roundHalfDown" textStandardZeroRep="" textZonedSignStyle="asciiStandard"
16 initiatedContent="no" sequenceKind="ordered" truncateSpecifiedLengthString="no"
17 />
18 </xs:appinfo>

19 </xs:annotation>

20 <xs:element name="Root">

21 <xs:complexType>

22 <xs:sequence>

23 <xs:element ref="Item" minOccurs="0" maxOccurs="unbounded" />
24 </xs:sequence>

25 </xs:complexType>

26  </xs:element>

27 <xs:element name="Item">

28 <xs:complexType>

29 <xs:sequence dfdl:sequenceKind="ordered">

30 <xs:element name="Length" type="xs:integer" dfdl:lengthKind="explicit" dfdl:length="1"/>

31 <xs:element name="Value" type="xs:string" dfdl:lengthKind="explicit" dfdl:length="{ ../Length }"/>
32 </xs:sequence>

33 </xs:complexType>

34 </xs:element>

35 </xs:schema>

M 1 DFDL A% —~0fl
Fig. 1 Example of DFDL schema.
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AT AT 2RO BE |
1A2AB | Xz : int{length:=1}.... z—1 | (1,...)
1A2AB | X_: string{length:=x}.... | z—1 | (1,"A",..)
1A2AB | o(® 4 unit oot | 1A
inl...)
1A2AB | Xz : int{length:=1}.... T2 (L, A",
in1(2,...))
(1,
1A2AB | X_: string{length:=xz}.... | 22 inl(2, "AB",
)
(1,
1A28B | a(® + unit T2 in1(2, "AB",
inr()))

4 AJJ 1A2AB D/¥— R
Fig. 4 Parsing 1A2AB.
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(Block n + unit)
Block n =
Yindent : string{lengthPattern :="\s+"}
{initiator :="\n"}
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Z D Prog Mo < &, EFD Python 707 7 Al
DTFoXHlonm—2ashs.
((0,"if a:",
"o
([],"if b:",
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ZCT, wldATINNA M, S, TIdklk$ 5 X8 ) v— )
THWSLNEXY ) Ly oE4, 71X DFDLO ORI, #
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BT 52X (delimiter) V—VHH 5. V—IVIZLLF
DEIRDBDTH 5.

e H L, HiLT length 5\ 3 lengthPattern DFEM
BhHiuL, BEMED?STEE SN/AEFE TO/NA b
HZR—=ZA LT, Exfs5s.

e b L, HiLlZ separator %\ 213 terminator DL
BhHiuE, A MINIZZOWT e ORFOEB %
Bo, ShaXeh & LTHEMENSXYY FT
DN "M ZRIN=A LT, EESH*.

LV LDTH B, HARRD /S — AWM 5501, N

XYY Ly, EE ORESCRNTO FOLLOW 4 7% LI T
WLHRRLEDLLDOTH A, initiator (TP L TXY Y 74 &
FAazshawl, 72, F/ET -V 2ROCLEIH Y,
terminator (IMFFE N TV WHFTT, terminator TAJJ %
KPoTLE)ZLbT 2.




IBELIEESSHYEE 7055324 Vol9 No.1 1-10 (Feb. 2016)

w, S\ TF1{r

FERTL D 73— Z AL

n = min({lwl} U fn | (3¢ € SUTwln.n +[¢[] =¢}) parse,(w[0,n)) =v (P1)

(P1) T w[0,n] 12 b THA—ATELL

w, S, TF bl vwn,|wl]
78T 4 RO — ZHH]

el ¢:string w0, =¢ W[, |w]], S, TFT v,

w, S, TFbl fail

(P2) (P2) 1 & e

w, S, T+ r{initiator :=e} | v,w’

el ¢:string w,5{C} 70w WO, |C=¢ (P3)

w, S, T+ 7{initiator :=e} | fail

(P3) Wil SRz

w, S, T+ 7{terminator :=e} | v, w’[|(], |w']]

w,S, T+ 7{terminator :=e} | fail

el ¢ :string w,{¢},TF7{r

w, S, T + 7{separator :=e} || r

el n:int "J[Ovn}v{h{}FT‘Uv’ " (P4)

(P4) il SRz

w, S, T+ 7{length :=¢} | v,w[n, |wl]

el p:string p D w NOEREYY FB w[0,n] THZ w0,n],{},{}FTdov,"" (P5)

w, S, T+ 7{length :=¢} || fail
(P5) (Fii7 Szz

w, S, T 7{lengthPattern:=e} | v, w(n, |w|]
w, S, TtH71{v,w e[zr/v]| true:bool (P6)

w, S, T+ 7{lengthPattern:=e} | fail
(P6) &7z S izl

w,S,T + 7{discriminatorz :=e} | v,w’
Z D DTIREEE - 8 — 2 KL
w, 8, T+ 7M™ /ua™ Mgy - e, | r

w,S,T + 7{discriminatorz :=e} || fail

eobvo:. w,8THTM[x/voler-en b7

W, 8, T+ (ua . 7(Mey e, Y
wALTEFT v, W {}TE[z/v] § ww’ (P7.1)

W, 8, T+ (Ilz : 7M™ )eg -+ e, I 7
wAHTE7dv,w W[0,[¢]=¢ (]|, {¢}TH'z/v] } w,w” (PT7.2)

w ALTHESz: 7.7 | (v,w),w”
wAHTETdv,w W0,[K#¢ W {GTHz/0]} O,w”

w, {¢HTHZz: 7.7 | (v,w),w”

(P7.3)  (PT.1),(P7.2) BT (P7.3) DLFR bz 4L

w, {¢}, THXz: 77" (v, 0),w”
w, S, TF71lvuw

w, S, T+ 71l fail w,S,TF7" v,

w, S, T+ Xz : 7.7 | fail
w, S, T+ 7| fail w,S, T+ 7" | fail

w, S, TF74+7" | inlv,w’

w, S, T+7+7" | inrv,w’

w, S, T+71+7" | fail

5 N— ADTEM

Fig. 5 Parsing semantics.

A MBI =ZATELNWILETHA.

KT T A FERICET 280225, EF%T,
el v:bld, RXPFFFEONX e 270 BMOfE v IZFF &
N5 EEEKT. V— I separator DAL D/ — 2 A3
W3 2500, HHZDDTH S, separator X, ik L
72E)I Sy BT ZED LS ITHARONSL. Lo
T, ERPEZ S5 NN TIE S IR ) 7y % FilE
LTBLAEITTHAS. length H 5\ 3 lengthPattern D
V=T, TNHOERPHNIETXG YV —MIEZH5
PERICRDLDT, FMUTERSNZ, S, T ONEFILE
THhb.

w2, TSN ORIRESE T, KR S 0 o OBHIT
BN, (P1.1) (P7.2) 13ZNZMN separator 2HHE S
TORWVEE, WABEDV—VTHY) HRED, (PT.3)
3T, $%kAV -V Th%. DFDL CTld4 7 v a )i
BN HAEASZ2TH A 5412, separator 2SR D2
separator D/NA MFIASHE SN LD, ook Ty
I7 =23 %5, N M HEHE SR, (PT.3) 132
DI L T 5.

EE 1 (X—Y OB
D=

ATINA B Hw OB 7 123

wv{}’{} Frlont
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DL ERGL, N—AKRIIMEv THZON5S.

4.2 T IS—HDOEBG

T U= OEKRWIEI N I N Ty I EELNA—TOR
R & EAIUSRHE 2 D DI o T b, F72, WO,
DOFONT TR I NG,

DT OuliE % R T 5.

Stov:r{r

EE D separator DiEF S 2352 b/ & &, REEIIH
v B T IZEEDWTT =R ENgE, BEr T
HZEmRT, 2ZL, rid

rou=fail |w

ThbbT N APRKET B, £2E3HINA Mo %
WMLTIEE#T LA E2RT.

6 27 =Y OERERT.

FHARMD NV —VIZB T, unparsey(v) 1& b HDH v %
TR = A LTKEROL T RS, £/, TaT 4
FERDOIL— VBT 5, initiator, terminator, B L
Yo 7. OHANIBIT 5 separator (F# ) 2 A7 E 12X )
XFH e i3 5.
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FARMD 7 v 8 — 2R

St v : bl unparse,(v)

7a8T 4 FERO 7 v — ZHH]

el (:string Stov:7lw (Ul

(U1) iz sz

St ov:r{initiator:=e} | (Quw

el (:string Sktov:7lw (U2)

St wv:7{initiator :=¢} | fail

(U2) il Sz

St v:7{terminator:=e}  we(

St v:7{initiator :=e} | fail

el ¢ :string {C}Fov:7{r

S kv :71{separator:=e} || r

en:int {JFv:7dw |w=n (U3)

(U3) il Sz

St wv:7{length:=e} | w
Stov:T{r

St wv:7{length:=e} | fail
Strov:Tdr

St v:7{lengthPattern:=e} || r
Z DD T 7 > 8 — Z B

Stov: M /uam rMle; e, Jw

Sk wv:7r{discriminatorxz :=e} | r

eo Y vo: - SI—U:T(")[Qz/vo]el-~eni}w

Stov: (pal™.rM)e e, |} w

{JFv:tldw {JFrw:7[z/v]{

Stov:(z:+7M™)eg--en | w

(U4.1) Srv:Tlw (U4.2)

{F(vyw): Zz: 7.7 Jwow’
{Orvitdw w0 {GFw:[z/v] o (U4.3)

SEO):Sz:77 w
(U4.1),(U4.2) BX T (U4.3) DFhdbis S ke

{¢}F (vyw) : Xz 7.7 Jwelew
Srov:T{w

St (v,w): Xz : 7.7 | fail
Sktov:7 Jw

Skinlv:74+ 7" Jw

Stinrv:7+ 7 Jw

X 6 7 /85— ADEK

Fig. 6 Unparsing semantics.

7 ¥ 78— AW lengthPattern B & U discirim-
inator ®F = v 7 /T H N % . length 912D
WT, ESAELCTHRELLESTHL Z W
F v END. ZO length (2§ 5 ZH)IX, FEKE
® DFDL Tix/% v N5 (textStringPadCharacter,
textNumberPadCharacter 72 &) Z{EET A L TYY
BRHZIENTEDL., KWL TIIINEDOTUNT 1134
W& L7z,

EFE2 (T2 NN—YOEREGR) o0l 71250 8-
A%

{trov:tlw
DEEIHEIIL, HERONA MIZw THZLND.
5. &

5.1 {21k
DFDLO Tl LL(k) TREHTE 2 VAR 2 ER,
AR Y

(po.(X-: @.int) 4 int){separator :="-"}

T8 = 2T — 12k L7 v,
WF, nilable 884 N 2 L F 273/ OELSL LT
EFRTD.
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e unit € N %\ L string € N.

e meNFHREIneNLZLIEH+m EN.

e MENDPOREN LYz 7.75 € N.

e TENZHIXTe € N.

o TEN ZHIE Tz : x.7 € N.

o Tla/pa.t] € N %513 par € N.

e TeNZEZHIE, 7{p=e}t eN. 7272L, pi=e WH
M ZE i & B L ek (728 213 length :=n
(n>1)) HETELHEI1EKRL.

[A#k 12 Fischer-Ladner Fi® C(7) & ¢ A Cc(7) %

o Ilx:xmeec C(r)U{r} %5IEmn € C(r). C(r) I
DV D AR

o e e C(T)U{r} & biEn € C(r). C(r) IZDNT
b [ k.

o par € C(r)U{r} % bld ra/ua.m] € C(r). C1)
12T b [l

e M+ e CN)U{r} bldn,nel(r). C(r)
DT b Al

o Yx:m.m eC(r)U{r} HolEm,meC(r).

o Yz :7m.mp € CT)U{r} BT € Cr). DD,
71 €N ZHIE 1 e C(r).

o i{p=e}eC(r)U{r} BT eC(r).

o {p:=e} € Cc(r)U{r} D p:=e? initiator:=(
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(¢ >1) THhWAELIE T € C(r).
T, TNENRDNOELSL LTERT S, Thth
BT N 32T 28— A L) 2B0%S, Cr)

TIZEB/N=ZDBZIZK 5 OWFEICHIBL 9 2T (F72
dﬁﬁﬁ%é%ﬁu%@ﬂ@fkwﬂ)®%* Ce(7) 1,
TTCNR—AL7EEZICANZHEETICHET 2ROES
(C(r) DEGEE) Thsb.

GE1 TED T eC(r)I2o0nT, 7 ¢C(r) biE
TN = AW T 5.

FERAE, AEOLME I S UL, £ e O(r) ICH
LT, TN —2OHANIFFMICWLIT 5 & 212, 4
3, ATINA MR OBAAEMBEDHIHEATNS Z & AR

XL, BHTHA.

FTTIZHER72 X912, DFDL THREZR KA 5 X912
TEPEV)HERIPITONTVEDS, HlRzI) o) 5He
iE, FIEEoOBRAEIIEREICE > TL 5.

SHNEE

a%: R ERGHE 525 2 L, SHEEREOHM

M AASRA L] %@@Eaﬁm%lya H B\

RN PAT S rm{t@%ﬁrt;t‘c 270, KETO

DFDLO (3 ¥ 725247 b DI ﬁEﬁw#,mmLﬁm“

DOERICTT TV L O FIEDRS 5.

o ANIEHEINDILIE. AFHLD DFDLO DX — A LEA,
HENSLR L, MGT— 5 8CH5H. DFDL Tili-o
TWh XML AF—<DEFIVE LTI, EMOL»H
DS, AR DbWAARERAZfH) 2 &b TE 5.

o round-trip . 7= R L= 2 DEAMEERE

Wbl HETHAS. DFDL DHEN SR T,
COWENHHLZEFLET LW, 7L, ZOBED
7212, 7282 inr % 7 28— A L2 3CENINIC
LT, LPEMEOEDIZEZ/8— A fail T5
LR EERIREBITNELR ST, BHTIE R,

e DFDLO IZffi% % EF NV TdH A7, DFDL MLHERAIC

BULHHEFEL LTOFAPEZONS. JBHEL

T, Nv 2 bIvr, RNy—r<yFhEDORMELY

L7 ROEREAE R SN D.

6. F&&b

VAR, BEICA->TETWwA T — 4k SiE DFDL @
RAFTNZ D W IER W 2 EF )V DFEDLO 2 €38 L, 0
IN—=H, T UuNR—HE L COEKYGEG 2. BT —%
Bl % 209k 4 B — i 482 0D 9 212 DFDLO #5722
LT, DFDLOZEHREZWY I LA ETVaEL L
NTEL. F72, TOEFNVDSH 2T, DFDL0 /S—H% D
L O B O D 1T - 72,

‘.'-“
b
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