
 
  

 

 
 

Automatic Word Alignment for Ky gen Scripts 
Using Dynamic Programming 

Yuho Kitazaki (Faculty of Humanities, The University of Tokyo) 
 

When studying the history of the Japanese language, one possible approach is to compare 
various manuscripts of the same work from different eras. This paper proposes a method of 
aligning words between a pair of manuscripts using an iterative double dynamic programming 
algorism. The material used in this study is a pair of ky gen scripts. One of them is from the 
middle of the seventeenth century and the other from the end of the eighteenth century. The data 
suggests that it is more effective to compare lexemes than morphemes when aligning collations in 
texts. 
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