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Developing a WebGIS-based Application for Comparative Study of 
Folding Screens of Rakuchu rakugai-zu (Scenes in and around Kyoto) 

Kota Okukubo (TOPPAN PRINTING CO., LTD.), Masanori Yamaji (Art Research Center, 
Ritsumeikan University), Satoshi Imamura (Graduate School of Letters, Ritsumeikan 

University), Keiji Yano (Art Research Center, Ritsumeikan University), Tsuyoshi Nishiyama 
(The Museum of Kyoto), Masao Kawashima(Art Research Center, Ritsumeikan University) 

 
This research aims at developing a WebGIS-based application for comparative study of folding 

screens of Rakuchu rakugai-zu (Scenes in and around Kyoto). High-resolution digital images of the 
screens, open to the public online, have promoted interdisciplinary research, which makes a good 
example of Digital Humanities-type research. Going beyond a system for browsing a folding screen, 
however, our WebGIS-based application allows comparison among multiple screens, as well as that 
between the screens one hand, and old picture maps, current maps and satellite images, 
corresponding to the screens, on the other. For this purpose, the application has two screens with 
functions for enlarging/reducing and zooming by using Google Maps API. 
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