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Realizing the Cooperative Work Field in IntelligentPad
AKIRA Nacasaxil and Yuzuru TANAkAT

This paper proposes a construction-set architecture for shared workbenches. To share the
multimedia documents and tools among multiple users at different sites, our system does not
share each of them but shares every user event applied to them. The IntelligentPad sys-
tem developed in Hokkaido University considers multimedia documents and tools as sheets
of paper with different functions. They are called pads. The pasting of various pads on
another pad defines a new pad with a composite function. The event sharing in this sys-
tem is realized by a special pad called a field pad that works as a workbench. A field pad
with various pads pasted on itself defines a work environment. Shared copies of the same
field pad with some pads on it allow to share every user event in this same work environ-
ment. These shared copies can be distributed among different sites that are connected
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through a network, which easily realizes a CSCW environment.
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Fig. 1 A display hardcopy of the IntelligentPad system.
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Fig. 8 Shared copies at different sites,
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Fig. 11 The event information flow among
nested shared fields.
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