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A Method of Optimization by Property Declaration of
Predicates in a Logical Programming Language

Tosumairo YAno,t Nosuo TakicucHit and Yosuryukr Koranit

Each object in Prolog such as a variable, an array or a list, should be dealt with in dif-
ferent methods. However, all objects are described in the single way that is to rewrite
clauses dynamically, unless it can be represented as an argument of some predicate. One
of the reasons why performance of Prolog programs is not good is that such objects are
processed uniquely in the Prolog processing system. Thus, the system may be able to gen-
erate efficient codes, and to compile each predicate to various styles, if it knows how to
deal with the predicates. We propose a method called “declaration statements” by which a
programmer describes how to use predicates explicitly, and informs it to the Prolog com-
piler. Declaration statements are added to Prolog syntax, and generate information for op-
timization. Here, depending upon how to have dealt with the predicates, the declaration
syntax is designed by determining what should be declared. In addition, we discuss newly
enabled oatimization, techniques by this declaration. Thus we develop applicable optimiza-
tion technique for running and rewriting dynamic predicates. For example, a single as-
signment code is generated, if one declares the usage of a global variable to a predicate.
These optimization techniques are designed as extensions for WAM instruction set. Then,
we evaluate their performances. As a result, optimized predicates are estimated to have
several times faster speed on running, asserting and retracting than ordinary codes.
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V: get_global_integer Value_v, Al
proceed

Value_v: (¥ t\)

Op_v:  Assert_v; BJINRERIEDER
Asserta_v
Assertz_v
Retract_v
Abolish_v

Assert_v:

Asserta_v:

Assertz_v:
put_global_integer Value_v, Al
proceed

Retract_v:

Abolish_v:
reset_Value_v
proceed

B 1 BEBEBNLREO2-F
Fig. 1 A code of a predicate as an
integer variable.

RREBTHBEERT.

get_global_integer 1413, Z0ZoDBI (&
LLURE) ORNETHE—LET.
integer MEIRBIBOVIRE OEMIELBHICES
Atr. BREICEEY 7 /%3 TA. reset_exit &4t
BIMIC B BEHOELT 7 7 BAL, BEMBRE
HTHAHT EERT.

rok S, BEESOEEL XOREFCHT 2H)
HHRAEIL, TN THMISARARBICREETE 3,

W 1tho Assert_v DIED 5 ~VEHIRIE, 7 AOVHS
T A EREEASREOTT, BIE v BT ORIEL
ORI VAN FRETH B LELTRTH
=t b X OMEABHTH S, D% DRERICE,
Hiy — RE~NDRA Y, A4 FI—FAOH
A v A RMAT, B aNcRERED — F O
EADRA VEBRMEN S, T T~ Opv
A8, ChAEBREL TREED — FEETIN5.

5.5 RAEHREEOFA

EABCERRINAHAMb - TR 7 405
TWBEANEEE. FO LD BEAERRERESIC
Yo TRBRICELALEE, AVFIv Y Ta—FE
BRAsE S » CTHRRICIL S, e, EITEII, ok
UEO AT SN BRI DA RIET 50T, TAE
DB ORENCEEL V. BICEEL LE ORI
¥ o THEKFUOHINZBARNERIHMRNS 5.

5.5.1 KREEHNLEEES

ROBMIRBE s 13, Z20HD S blchipdnd
—OPECE BREERERRET 5 L5 b T

put_global _

RER 0S5 LAERECBY ARERUES Lz oRBAKE 2515

S: switch_on_status Value_s, Table_s
value_s: (¥ wn)
Table_s: L1

L2

L3

L1: (F1Foa—F)
L2: (B2fHDa—F)
L3: GE3HDa-— )
Op_s: Assert_s; BifRERIEDEER

Assert_s: Asserta_s: Assertz_s:
allocate
call Get_id_s, 0
put_global_integer Value_s, Al
deallocate
proceed

Retract_s: Abolish_s:
reset_exist Value_s
proceed

Get_id_s : lookup_id 3. Table_id
proceed

Table_id: {(Ny ¥ a3k)

2 CEBIEBIIRRFEO D~ F
Fig. 2 A code of a predicate as
a string-type variable.

BY, DELERL D BT NTCOHBENTH 5.
property(s(io(color, atom([blue, yellow, red1))),
[dynamic, max=1, known]).
s(blue).
preassert(s(yellow)).
O XD IRER, TNTOFOA V¥4V Fa—F
250 UDERLTEE, SECHL CHHIES
ZHOEFE-TH L. BRI, BEESICE->TY
BEi~OMEIC, WEABEICX BRI, VTV
VIERRS, a V4 Fa—FERI2ICRT. T
NIEELIE Ny ¥ 2 BREER M SOICHEET 2.
ZDORETRBRT—DOOHUDFEELBELNDT
FEREHIEFT DI DD — FIZERRETH 5.
£4  switch_on_status TiZ, BBV IR 2 DfE%E
iETRE, BMICHBT—TVOBRHDAKED i
BHOEHOETHHICTR 3. lookup_id i1
1) B Y22 OEAEDOH 1 BIROEREN S
Ny Y BREETHEL N vV 2 RERE,
2) BROERE—HThid, HRINESEIIH
VRRICHINT 5.
5.5.2 #EAHLIEE
WOBE set 13, HMBEET F 2B ARIBIK
OB BHRETH .

property(set(io(lang, atom, excl)),

preassert(s(red)).

[dynamic, known]"
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Set : AVFrvvya—F)
; REMETDLE ClDet, - ~
; FERENFET DL & NDet ~

NDet:  execute Tlb+0 ; try link 44457

Last: Tbl+2

Tib: try_link C1, Tlb-+1
retry_link C2, Tlb+2
trust_link C 3, fail
none_link C4, fail

C1Det: if_exist Tlb+0

Ci: C %)

C2Det: if_exist Tlb+1

c2: (GE 2 45)

; try_link 7wy 2

Op_set :
Asserta_set : allocate
call Get_id_set, 0
add_first NDet, Tlb
deallocate
proceed
Assert_set: Assertz_set:

Get_id_set :

3 BAWRBEDOz ¥
Fig. 3 A code of a predicate as a set.

set(prolog).  set(smalltalk).
set(c). preassert(set(awk)).

BEELERL 5 2HREo5hLDTNThh-TH
0, EIKCRENS DS B OhOEIDBEEICE
FEINTREERDIB, DL %, BHURE set @
I-FRE3DLHSCERTE B,

AFE set ZRERT 59 _RTCOHDa v v Fa—
V335 o0 UDAEREN S, BREOAOEMICIE, T
NCDHBERSNTOIREBEREL 1 V77 v
I a—-FhERENS.

A YFo 2y UEIEMER T B BT &
BREE, —DOOHPRIEINTETINGY, Z0OH
3 — FIid@s if_exist BEEEINTV 3. 204
B, HEOEHTOAS none_link OHWERT,
HENE Y7 M5 v T RONIELRTROE
RHEL, LR E->T, ZOHMNEBIIIRESD
& FICRBEES. 44 none_link IKHISd 2 Hi038
HEREBETH B EARL, EFENBT L3H0.

WENFENICEEAL VT 0 v v IBIRBERTH
L, FFRENRETEN S, ZAERT 10
FBICR~Te try_link Bdy4 & none_link 414, BX U
%R 2 nop_link H4LEBNTCEHEL - try_link
Tuy s BERENE. S DHEARAERLAS
BL-TED, 22045 Y FaHi-TW 3,
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1A Y FRBECHOI— V2L CEETH
D, BEINZZ LI, B24 <5 v FiRKICHR
FTINERERBHERLTBY, Chick-T2R
Phic try link R@SEETITEC LT, EREN
ETMWTbN 5. HOBREDYIBRNETRICSEL 12
L&, ART-FEF2A RS VP B ]I TRE
DERAEEHT 5.

D if_exist HrADA 5 v FI3, O try_link
Tay s DENIOEREIEL TN E,

Z DOWEOEBIRIEICDOVT, asserta/l ZFlicL
THMAF 2. asserta/1 MIFIN T Z DBEDEHIT
HMBBMEAN B & &, add_first B44Ick > T try_
link 7o v 7 BSBEIN S, FEREEETORIT ex-
ecute 4 (ME5Y % V7 HE) ZRBHEL T try.
link 7'w v 7 1T 3. execute S DROEERT A
NGV FEEERS V& LR LTS, Thas,
BIMENZHICHIGT S try_link 7o v 7 0BEHRE
BTLOKEHRINS. HciEINERIL none_
link @05 try_ link #flcExHBIOh, Z0OE
2ARZ VFROVEFET execute MePHEL T
EREHELT, 20X RI-FHEFHINE, COE
i3, try_link &472 513 retry_link €4, nop_
link 47851 trust_link S44~LEHIN3S.
nop_link @3, HMB—DORFEHBINTNEEX
EbNB&RT, HIKF 14 R5 Y FOETHS~D
Ty VIRGDBTbNS. BEL &5 LT AHBEY
DEITH AT LIE execute &4 DI HEENEE
A-FZEBLTVWECEThh 3, CoLsiy
nop_link #4hHE AL N3,

T DED», assertz/1 % retract/1 75 & OBHRIEIE
b try link 7oy 2BETECENERLIDER
DU ATEHENS.

ARARIC & - CTHEIL WAM G4t v MaBind
L2RRER1ICE EDTRT.

5.5.3 BBE{LOHE

BEREEES ERRERBEEANAL T, BHRE
&% DBEE B BIEICGET T 3 B F BRIk D
E5REE S,

(1) FRIBFEOI VR4V FI— FEER T 3
7ed, BRIREO ETIR 1 V42 7Y 21 &k 3 B
POBL TR bRTEETH 5. BEEETM
B, BEMETRERCGHENREDES RSO
iCT& 5,

(2) BHEEET 4 v 77 v v/ AERSIBA LS
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£ 1 FEHLSO—E
Table 1 List of extend WAM commands.

add_first S DS DB
add_last BHROFDEM

clear T DI DI

del MOBIR
get_global_integer  -KISEEER E OB —1b
if_exist HOFEEDRE
lookup_constant ERIK L BE S
lookup_id WHBABSIC XL &
lookup_integer BEMIXEE &
lookup_integr_b BwHICEALy PRI X
nop_link £ -4
put_global_integer  AKBRBHEH~DORA
reset_exist ot

retry_link REGERT
switch_on_integer  EIHLA vFo ¥ v
switch_on_status RIBEHERTO

MLt v F o v T
switch_on_term D E
BRORBEMORT

B O ORAT

switch_on_term_i
trust_link
try_link

Y, BHREDS VFr v v EHELDEERKLD
HRTH 5.

(3) BRECBAENEHETH B, 34 vFa—
Fizd o UDAERINTEYD, EFBITRE>L
BT, HEEBO LR try link Tay 700
v BEORERDTEREINS, ETRCa v,
WS A HRICEANBRITH 5.

(4) BDEOBRMEN CAHEDNBOLIICHEL S
V. RERERNS BEEESNOEFILY TEU.
Y —AIFORIES RETH 584, DB LE
BE o REENL B,

6. ¥ i

AREIC & » THEE I o mdbEEIic £ T<
WAM 44 5RITET 5720, WAM =3 21—4%%
PEBR L CERAIEBR AT » 7c.

6.1 EBRERETAIFA

WAM T al—22, CEZick->TiB®RINT
WA, EBROFTEE, BEEEEERETLIEL, TN
+ v O Prolog MERAMEL 7o LTEHRERICHK
EREAEER LY T2y bETEEDTETH
3. BER, BREESZETOIVEIKERL TR
3%, RUSHER ECHEfET 27H Prolog LER &
BT B EE2BRELUIIDTHS.

BELIT7 vy MO Prolog MBERIL, 2 v/94
FEJVBAVE 7Y 2THD, Prolog MERTR&
SHEBEIN B ELBOHEKTH 3.

REUS S LAERCBY 2 BRBREEE LZORBIRE 2517

4 vEFYFRBELUTER I W 8 & BIRER
5., BUOHINEREHT VIS4 VEATHENIL,
WAM 232V —2iC&k>TCav 4 yvFa—F%
BIREFTS. (WAM 23 2L —423VY7 b9 27
WX-TEEINICAVETYVEZTHBH, CCT
R T4v427) 4] 13 Prolog 41 v&7Y 2%%L
WAM 22— LRBRATE.) 4127 )T v
FRBED 2 V94 WV FREOREZBRICTE 5.

AV 3T aslsehE WAM @4y Mk
BRBCEBRT D, a v M 3R3 0S5 Lo~ FE
P —F OXFEHIIERIC K - TREIX Y, BICi3g
B REEREIC & » TRBIA NS,

KRS0/ 581, WAM 23 abv—4%, O
O OfAALRE, WAM o—-FDo—Fur—F
VICE-TREREINS., 41 V27V &, avg 5
FEINTOREY, FERTS 0S5 413, AFTa
VA4 Lic WAM 7+ v 7 ) ZHAERTERIC
Fd 2EBAOTa s 561k >T, WAM a—F
fFlRice — FAINETEND, FHllR s 50 L
Fou—FEpralRd WAM z3av—23, §
40007 CH 5.

6.2 =t A % B

SHEBROBRE, FHHE#BIL SPARC station, OS
12 Sun0S 4.1 (UNIX), Ca v,¥94 53 GNU C =
V¥4 5 (version 1.37.1) TH 5.

WEsdskE L ¢, AUBRETO Quintus Prolog
Release 3.1.1 (PJ,”F‘ Quintus LB&T) A B 7.
Quintus i3, BHRERX2 V4 VU TEFTL, BRY
BERA V27V ZICE>TEFLTH B,

6.2.1 KBEBHEBANDOET

ROBFEHEEE LR SLIRE v E, KIRBEER
NERTAREIC L B2 v va — FAEEIL 72

property(v(io(i, integer)),
[dynamic, max=1, unit_clause]).
v(0).

ZORFEDa /284 va — FEBUHL THEOE
BEAZROBT A LI HERRDEL . (UToz4
LEE). HREBOIOBHNRELELTa vt vl
BE& L, Quintus WBWTHNRES LA, B
BEELBEZFRIUL (R 2).

AMBRTIE, BHORE BHUREORTHERR
&CTHH. Quintus Tid, FHIREICHL, BHRE
DEFTEEBAEREDLDLS. ThiZ4 &2 7Y 28
BHREAETTEDTEHHH. BHBEOFECTH
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* 2 ABEBEERABILUIREOHE
Table 2 Time of computing a predicate as
a global integer variable.
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£ 4 try link 7oy 7Kk B REOREMEE
Table 4 Time of deterministic computation of
a predicate by a try_link.

F e ETHH * % EITRME
REBBPEEAEBL (ROER) 0.08 msec try_link 7wy 7 (RLER) 0. 36 msec
BHRE (Quintus Prolog) 0.04 BPIREE (Quintus Prolog) 0.14
HHREE (RRER) 0.08 BREE (RKER) 0.36
#IRE (Quintus Prolog) 0.01 #HIRE (Quintus Prolog) 0.05

3 ABEEEHAETUIBEORE
Table 3 Time of changing a predicate as
a global integer variable.

K5 trylink 7nv sk BREOERENEE
Table 5 Time of non-deterministic computa-
tion of a predicate by a try_link.

ES bis ey =] F b ]
RBBEEERAET (ROER) 0.13 msec try_link 7'm v 7 (ROER) 0.17 msec
BhHREE (Quintus Prolog) 1.02 BRE (Quintus Prolog) 0. 09

BIRE (RuER) 0.17
#HHIMEE (Quintus Prolog) 0.02

LiIEDTHNS &, RERO WAM 23 21—
213 Quintus T H~H 8 SRS B,

Wi, TOREOERIBRIEL L THELBEEFHH
Uiz, HEEDT% Quintus THEHHIL 72 & 3). K
BERERADETEEZ B L cANERTORE
O¥MEE, Quintus CHANKSEZHTH S.

6.2.2 trylink Jpny#ick3dER

ROBEREMEE % 57 1285 set %, try_link 7
0y TERTIEEEFAOTa vt vLica—F
EERRIL .

property(
set(io(j, integer, excl), out(o, term)),
[dynamic, known, unit_clause]).
set(2, a).
preassert(set(4, a)).

set(1, a).
set(3, a).
CORFEDA /84 W Fa—FERFUOHLT, 3%
TOHZREFNCBRFOHR S C 2 8EL I (REE
A SHEIFU R SN 3). HEODEHNRES
LTCa vt nUicB& s, Quintus ITBWOTHAR
ELLUES, BNRELLUIEAEHILIC(ERY.
AYBATE, BRGE, BIOREOCTHUHED
A% THh 5. Quintus TREFHEMBSHEIEREL -
T3, TNHERIBENA ¥4 7Y 2T K » TET
INBLHTHAH. COEAOHFHNBREORHLIC
Yo THET S, ARERO WAM 3 21 —4%4
13 Quintus W HAK 7 REETHIES 0 5.

RICZ DRFED 2 /o34 )V Fa— FERUHLT,
TRTOEEIERERNCIARIFCH T C A2 EEL 1
(CORFELAR BAEFUHING). HEO D
HIRFEE L Ta v 3f v L& L, Quintus 2B

£ 6 try link 7oy 7 iCk3REOSTYIRIE
Table 6 Time of dynamic change of
a predicate by a try_link.

* &* SEITHERY
try_link 7o v s (KOER) 0. 54 msec
BIHIREE (Quintus Prolog) 2.82

THHIIRE - BIRE & LB % 3|l (& 5).

FRRENIEEDOEA T, Quintus TIZEEEA 4
fERERLE -T2, ZOBAOBIREDIEREN
HHUK X > THET 2 &, ANERIT Quintus T
HAH 8 fEETRD B,

WiC & DIRFEDBIBRIEIT 2 WO TERIL 2. abol-
ish/2 L BHDOWEL assert/1 [T L BHEDDHED
EEEBROELUTERIL . (assert/1 (23 4 FEINE
UHEh3.) KO Quintus THERAL 7 &
6).

T OHHEAE BRAL fc ZMER T O RED #BIE1,
Quintus [TH~NK B EDOEBETH B,

6.3 FHAEROEE

APFRIC & 2 BHREOBRBLEHEEER L RE
DEFTHRIL, FUREOHNIIES LREOHET
BB EBEEINK, BE, 3V, FEELL
Prolog MBRATH > TH BHURBEIR A v 2 7Y 21
L-oTEFEINBID, a v IV FBELRETH
B LidERN EAEKT 3. EOBREOMEMET
BB, BMEERNA V&Y 2 ARV IEDE
HLTHR0G, AMEREFLLIRY 7 1927
Lo TRERINIZZI 2L —R Ik >Ta vrsq v
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Fa—FEEFLTVS EEDLNS Quintus KB
T, BHBREORH U ic xS 3 % BOREOFEL L
3, AEBETHIEVIREEELD L, FUESR
TAVET )2 EEREL L XOBBELREEER
T&L,

Wiz, FAEOEBEREAEL IoBREOBHIRE
OERTHMBICEL TEET 5. AR T, HIRE
FIHASREORIBICA v 27 ) 7 v FIRERONE
MEEINTOREND, Quintus OEIHIRERMEL
Hd 5 &, 546500 8HEOHEREEE TS,

3 v VFREOETHE, Thbb, WAM
I alb—ZOEFTRHEL, AUERIT Quintus T
A7, 8. Quintus MPEAMERE L TOEE
KEBEAET > T30 LT, AUERIT, X
FTHVBRIREBLETT » TR, ZOT &K
LI2l—20OBIDOERRERTHA. LT,
AR A FRNER L RSO X » TEHERR
BICADETRBLL /2 & 2 T3 BEOEM ELR
A B EHRITE S, 3D BBEOENIRIEORER
IO EmET 5.

NS EF LD D E, ARFICL > THAZINE
BNRFEDORBLBHE RO & 5 S HHETH B LW
A5,

(1) BRETH D 1203 & BHIRE L RASDET
SETHB., TS VR T Y X TEFTIRROE
BHEELBEL TS, 4E08ETHS.

(2) BECHLEBRIEOHMEIL, EXOEREFE
W EZDICEEL > TS fERERNEYT 5.

INSICMAT, HEHERICBENL T2,
CHEDMBOREICEEL NN EBREWERT
H5B.

7. & )

Prolog X EDHRESENBRICBNT, uss
LADEHRL LBREBOFHERE [HRNICERT 5
ek, BELERD, EVIHRAEEL .
ZLTChicE S, BXEHRL, 2hiaFIELT
WEBRITEL FEEA b L ICRE LT 2 AR L
7o, FNnE TEERX] 285 LickviF.

Z DFEHERRZ, ERNISEEAHESD Prolog
MR L OEHEENRF LD TH S, WERNIILE
BRI NIIHREBENEL, ZNBRAETEI £
YIFELTRBZEMNTERBEBRISEN. Ch
kY, BEOFu s 5 A CEYREEABMT 5L

REH TS5 LAEBCRYIREREES L ORBIRKE 2519

LT, WERFETSH » e BB LB ERTIRRICIE S,
FRERINICIZ T 0 75 A OFE SN, F5FE, E8Ek
oM EICERTE 5.

kt, COMXEFRYT S ETRARICESEEL
Fikax WAM &4+t F DIEOR TR L. C
NICE>TRD XD EHERRICIL B,

%9, BHREICHL T THRETS » BE
LB ERETEB LIS, Lichi->T, BHISRE
BEEOERERMBTIRICIES., 20N T, CTAHED
MBORBZRST T ENTEIENICEbH5.
F I RBEHRCHONTOAREREDFB LR
BB DI THREL 12,

BNREORBIEERIRO LS SHETHEC &
DEJED & i, BNRE G BNRE RSO
ETRFEE LD, CHRBNRELA V2 7Y 2 TE
T 5REROERFELIHKL TS, 4fEoFERLE
L85, T UTHREBEBOEN S BRIEDOSERIZ, MkoE
BABICH~ S ERER LT 5.
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¢ MEREEEORSRICAHT S BNF

(BIEREEE)=
property({pred))
property({pred), {prop)
property({pred), [{proplist)])
{proplisty==(prop) | {propy, {proplist)
{pred)={onepred) |[{predlist)]
{predlist)+={onepred) | {onepred), {predlist)
{onepred):={name) |<{name)/{int) |
{name)({arglist))
Carglist)#=(arg) | arg){{arglist)
arg)=(io) [{ioy({name})]|
(io)(name), {type))|
io)({name), {type), {propy)|
{ioy({name), {trpe), [{proplist}])
{ioys=in|out|io
{type)==Conetype) | [{onetypelist)]
{onetypelist)s=
{onetype) | {onetype), {onetypelist)
{onetype) ==
integer | integer([{intlist}>])]
integer({int), {int))|
atom |atom({enumlist}}|
struct |struct({onepred))|
list | list([<arglist)1)|
list([<arglisty|-1)|
list([<arglist) | (arg) 1)
float| term
{propy:=
call=[explicit |implicit]|

Dec. 1993

modify= [explicit |implicit]|
excl|{switchPexcl |excl={enumlist) |
max=int) |order=[bag|stack|queue] |
priority = [space |time]|
interval=[normal|short |long]|
unit-clause | (switch)unit-clause |
static|dynamic|known |unknown
(switchds=+ | —
Cintlist)=={int) | {int), {intlist)
{enumlist)s=={(name) | [{namelist)]
<{namelist)+={name) | <name}, (namelist)
{name}+=(7  AFIFL)
{int)={B¥EED)
(ER 44 12 A 24 HZ4)
CERN 54 9 H 8 Higs)
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