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A Laboratory Course Stressing Personal Growth
for Future Software Professionals

Izumi Kimurat and Hiroyuki Ounot

A middle-level laboratory course in an “information-oriented” department in a Japanese
university is decribed, and its philosophy presented. Four points are raised: (1) it is
built around a “fuzzy” problem, of which the definition itself is unclear; (2) an overall
understanding by the students of the various aspects of software development is aimed at
by excercises simulating real experiences; (3) supplementary training is given for writing
a good technical paper, keeping journals successfully, and improving typing skills; and
(4) the students’ stamina is enhanced by creating a “no time limit” enviroment: no one,
including the instructor, is allowed to go home until his or her job is done. The point
(4) seems to be particularly important in the present Japanese social situation where
some students, by being given too much parental protection, tend to remain childish.
This course offers an answer to the tradition in Japan’s information systems community
to discount the value of the computer science education in universities.
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Table 1 Excercises in the 1991 Course (Continued.).
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