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Analysis of Cohesive Relations between Adjacent
Sentences in Explanative Texts

Tomoniro TanakAt and Yosuruiko Havasart

It is important for structural analysis of texts and texts understanding to analyze cohe-
sive relations between adjacent sentences. This paper proposes a new method to analyze
cohesive relations between adjacent Japanese sentences based on constraints naturally con-
tained in objective texts. We especially focused on explanative texts such as technical
manuals. In these texts, the world to be explained constrains the sentence type and sen-
tence adjacent patterns. For example, text for explaining a software command will de-
scribe some user operations and the associated system responses in some cohesive ways.
We have developed a sentence type system suitable for software manuals and constructed a
set of analysis rules. An experimental result shows that correct rate of our algorithm is
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about 80%.
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Fig. 1 Relations between adjacent sentences in technical manuals.
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