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Automatically Extracting Connective Expressions
from Corpora

Hirovukr Suinnout and HitosHr IsanAraft

Connective expression is a kind of idiomatic phrase corresponding to postposition. Typ-
ical example is “NI-KANSI-TE”. Generally it is advantageous to handle these expres-
sions as one word, but it is difficult to pick up these expressions. Because it is unclear to
distinguish connective expression from normal expression. This paper aims at picking up
automatically connective expressions from corpora. We utilize two properties of connec-
tive expressions. One is that the verb in connective expression is almost used as connec-
tive form and rarely used as main verb. Another is that the verb and postposition in front
of the verb are strongly connected. Counting forms of all verbs in corpora, we can pick
up verbs which are able to become a part of connective expression. Next, examining the
number of postpositions in front of these verbs. Lastly we can extract connective expres-
sions.
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Fig. 1 Example of analysis.

* 1 BEohBEzE
Table 1 Counting table of used verbs.

2 O |V O | O | OF | OF | &5 (SUM)
#< 1 0 0 0 0 1
¥d3 0 0 0 0 1 1
# 1 0 0 0 0 1
2R 0 0 0 0 1 1
R 0 0 1 0 0 1
B < 0 0 0 0 1 1
iEN 0 0 0 0 1 1
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Table 2 Rate of connective use.

a4 2 0B |V OF | O |4 OF | O | SUM
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B3 0.971 122 0 10 4| 138
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Table 3 Postpositions in front of a
selected verb.
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Table 5 Result of extracting.
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