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The Visual Query Language for the Construction of
Hierarchical Data in Functional Databases

HisavosHI NAGAE T and HirosHI Arisawa |

This paper presents a new query language in functional databases. Our functional data
model can construct hierarchical data from “flat” data by using special database operators.
But the database operators request database users to describe procedural query programs.
Furthermore, it is hard for users to understand relationships or dependencies between opera-
tors in a query program. This paper proposes a new visual query language which can provide
users with non-procedural and intuitive description of programs. The visual query language
enables database users to understand the structure of the complex objects retrieved, and the
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relationships between attribute values in such objects.

We also show an algorithm which

converts a visual query program into database operators.
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Fig.1 A department-employee database (instance).
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Fig.2 An entity tree of a department-employee object.
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Fig.3 An entity tree expression of a department-employee object.
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Fig.4 The semantics of components of an entity tree expression.
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Fig.5 The absolute rank descriptors.
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Fig.6 The relative rank descriptors.
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generate (Dept)

apply (/Dept, D#, D #)
apply (/Dept, Emp, Emp)
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apply (/Dept/Emp, Ename, Ename)
apply (/Dept/Emp, Salary, Salary)
select (/Dept/Emp, Salary =200,000)
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S1TE, FTERROELLLRIET -y 0EEE
EERLTWE, Ric, BT OBEHFLLT, BED
#(HEET—2) £ Emp RE2BR T2 REET -5
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Query Procedure 1
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ahd, BT, FES LIk TERS L ERK
OHEETLIZHDTH S

3. HAENRRERE

HIZEOHEEEA R —513, BV ELOFIEEEY
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Fig.7 The generation of an entity tree by procedure 1.
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(Ename) 0’52 X507 — V2R T A 5% 2
5,770, Emp 7T —3D>5, ENSHDOFEL
TV EROFEELU LDOHEZ T 2R 5.
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FHRE 2 Query Procedure 2

1 generate (Dept)

apply (/Dept, Dname, Dname)
apply (/Dept, Emp, Emp’)
apply (/Dept/Emp’, Salary, Salary)
extend (/Dept, AVESAL, ave (Emp’/Salary))
ave O VX FEHERFTE T 2 AABERTH 2,
project (/Dept/Emp’/Salary)
project (/Dept/Emp’)
apply (/Dept, Emp, Emp)
apply (/Dept/Emp, E#, E #)
10 apply (/Dept/Emp, Ename, Ename)
11 apply (/Dept/Emp, Salary, Salary)
12 select (/Dept/Emp, Salary=../AVESAL)
13 project (/Dept/Emp/Salary)
C ORI & RIS ORE 2 EEARR S B TR
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FHE 3 Query Procedure 2

[ Dept:[ Dname:,
AVESAL:@=(ave(Emp'/Salary), [Emp|Emp":@[Salary:@] ]),
Emp:[ E#, Ename:, Salary:@|{Salary=./AVESAL}
]

[ BN SC I V]

O W 3 O

1
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INEEEPEOTEROMB OIS I AEN
“L 1) 2EBaTET,
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LET 5, 7z, BMREBEHEENER ZGE
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F N IREERWTY FIVDBEEEED Bz
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kbbb, FERO{ JOTEMcHB ] ERtERL
TWBERINNRT Y LDk,

w C[AXC[BYR]EA DR, 8 S (X Ry A C[BY]E
BEL] End,
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FT—=F =2 o—HHMHEL, FERPAHEHDA
WTEBLDLEDND D, ZDLSR, REETTE
NERTER, EARHIRIRRIER & U TR 2 0 E
W WEETHL Z L E2BET 2, BEDa
Oy v be—2 (“@”) BEL.

L7 T, Fi & 3 ORERDZhZhofE L,
H8DkdHERERL TS,

M8 DHEMMRET D W TEE ST 2.,
(1) DAFEIL, FHRES Dept OERTHLHT —
# % Dname, AVESAL, Emp ® 3 DOBEM» 5685
FINELTHRETHIEEESLTWLS, (2)1,
BT — ¥ zxt L C Dname b WO B R EAL, 20
TR % B4 Dname OFEME & U TEIERF AN
TLHETH D,

(3)1, AVESAL 2 HEIC k> TELNLEHS
NIBHETHE ZEEEHRL TS, (4), (6)i,
RARTH B, (1), BHF—% (SEIOFATII,
FHEE) REHETLORLERT—¥ (KEED
57 —2% (Emp’/Salary)) 2T % 7- 0 OMRER
Thb,. 22T, (5)D&X >, #AT 2% (Emp)
EEEARIC BT 2 EES (Emp) B &L 5 To b2,
Zhix, (1) TEEs-EE Emp & ZFNEE L
TLESZEERBTLZIOTHS, (6)1F, (4)ick
o> THEANRHERDKS T — 5 » o Ik 5 25
BT 2BERTERL Tn3,

(7)1, B Emp ORERT -5 I T 2MER
HEEBR LTS (22T, (3)~(6)TEHEL:
YHaE AVESAL UL OB E DREER I T 2B L
TWw3), (8), MEBDHSET—¥ (Salary) 23,
WRET (SEOFITHE, (7)D&EREBEOBICHER
LTWwa) TERT 5, RENCEHBELWEET
HbHEEFRT (Salary DiSkic b, AVESAL %E&
T 570201 (4) TREENT—F bEBECLT
BRI RRIER S 5 BEIR SN TV 3),

£ZAT, FEO5 DOBEERY O MBI
o TERESNEEERILT—EEEED Z LM
BEINhTW3, Thbb, 21 O20REARMBE525
NizhE, ZOBRBRRW L > TER I EHORITHE
FY 72 5D 2 A N ORI 51T i3 72D ihs
Jel2 1 DREE 5,

3.2 MEMBREBLHBELAIL—F DX

HEMRERSELERT 2EBRESRR, ThEnX
D &S bt Ry —F IR L T» 3,

(1) FEROEENERK
FHARERDOIEELS OBRBRO—K 2 [ R:
[NEed2E, COBREBRD L S 7k generate
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(9%EE%$¢*7#AT5$@(ﬂ?—9N—X¢®%&%t$&§%W%

) 2 TIMBEDRR QBYHENZEME (6 HEXDIR

ERARRDOBHE LT 5188

@ BEF -2 DHED
EOLLELEF-42%

p’/Salar

F = NR—=2 5 Bk
/T’ét&)ﬂ)ﬁ?ﬁiﬁ
\\»\\»»y

, @],

ary:@}{Salary=. /AVESAL)

\)3 |Em @[Salar

] ®RRICDE LB

(7) R ROEMR

@UEBHRNEBRERIITEL 7~ 42

THBIEEBHRT B

8 HHEMKRFESEOME
Fig.8 The semantics of a visual query procedure.

RV —FWHET 5,
(R[] generate( R)
(2) Bt (BO%4fE) oihd
B GERE MBomERo—BE 2[R
[FIAII e 32 &, ZOBIFIRRD X 5 % apply +
NRU—F T 5,
[RAFIA]- apply(R, F, A)
(3) FT—In&MHHHE
FHRRFICEENSE T — 5 16T 2 /R D
R E, [R[-H{CH 342 L, Z0BEIRD
& D% select ARV —F KT %,
[R:[--- ]{C}]> select(R, C)
(4) BEBrodi
FERARFOBMEOHREREO—KIE %, [RA:
@l td s, ZOBREZRD XS % project 4
R —F WIS 5,
[R:[A:@]]- project(RIA)
(5) EtHEEMEA
FHEARPE T —F R—ZDF =& 51T &
DTCRD B I ENTE BEEMEEHRAYT 2 —BH
2, [R[A:=M, D) 52 %, ZOERETRD
& 5% extend v — ¥y IHinT 5.
[R{A: =M, T)]]
AﬁﬁﬁT%iﬁiéﬁ&v—&ﬂ
extend (R, A, M)
W& T 2ERT 24V —2F3, (2)~(4)
DOHBNC U3 o 7o b4 = v — 3 5 & 7
5.
FEOMET I Lo le BT VT Y XA (fF
#% B 22 W ko THENBREBSE L, %h LS
ERBI G bA NV — P G N—B I 3 o
BTE3S,
3.3 KRERANE

6 NV — S RN RD & 5 7% S 81 5 B4eIE
ERUELT, 52 6N BEWRBRSE RS A~
V=8 DIINEBRT %2 (A<BIx AH B & b B4EIE
MANESZ L2 EHRT 2),
generate < apply < (select*< extend)
< select*< project

59 B BRIRLE, select? 13 % LIS O B 1o 14

BB ETH B,

COEFIC LleSole A=y —2 5L, % 35Ky
5F &8 B ERES B AR (generate) LTh o, B0
R TREL R BT — I N F— ¥ 24~
TEERRPCRDAL (apply), Kz, F— 5 _—2 D
T pOFES N EEEE L (extend), ZH 5D
ARV = a YL o TTRTOBYELZER L%
12, ERARHOLERRZTT O (select), B8 R 7
B % BIBR T 2 (project), &> ERFIEIC: 2 7-
0, BABNZERS N D FHARD B2 HF 2 &
EMTE B,

MEBOEBT NV TY XA L > T, MERR LD
&0 BREEALA SV — ST AL E B bk B %
B TRY,

[(Example]

#T—2 (Dept) 2HEL L, ZOBME LTEs
(Dname) &z ORICHIET 2 BUREE DTS
(AVESAL), #¢#&5—% (Emp) S~ bdh, =5
WZEmp 7 -5 DB E L TREERE (B, K4
(Ename) 98551507 — 5 2B+ 20 ¢ 5%z
L. L, Emp T =5 D35, LHETHY, ol
EBEHOHBL T2 BOBM/EEE D TE6 50

* extend DWIFTT 27 ¥ A$ 2 BIEM I T 5 LiEia®
(select) 1213 1%, 20D extend OFATHIZMHT 3. & 512,
b LAEMERISIT 27201, BIOHEATh 20 gk
SVIRIZIE, ARTFIRG select’, extend DILIE» 4T .
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LOFERZTERET 5.

ZDRERNE, 3.1 HIOBMBRAER VT, FHE 4D L
Sk E N5,

Fiix 4 Query Procedure 3

[ Dept] Dname:,

AVESAL:@=(ave(Emp’/Salary), [Emp|Emp'@[Salary @, Sex-@}{Sex="5"}),
Emp:[E#:, Ename:, Salary:@, Sex:@]{Sex="%" AND Salary=./AVESAL}

] !

ZOMERIT, TLVTV XA I~TICE T, RD &
S REEL L Ry — g ~AEHE N,

FBE D5 Query Procedure 3

generate (Dept)

apply (/Dept, Dname, Dname)

apply (/Dept, Emp, Emp’)

apply (/Dept/Emp’, Salary, Salary)

apply (/Dept/Emp’, Sex, Sex)

apply (/Dept, Emp, Emp)

apply (/Dept/Emp, E #, E #)

apply (/Dept/Emp, Ename, Ename)

apply (/Dept/Emp, Salary, Salary)

apply (/Dept/Emp, Sex, Sex)

select (/Dept/Emp’, Sex= “5”)

extend (/Dept, AVESAL, ave (Emp’/Salary))

select (/Dept/Emp, Sex= “&” AND
Salary=../AVESAL)

14 project (/Dept/Emp’/Salary)

15 project (/Dept/Emp’/Sex)

16 project (/Dept/Emp’)

17 project (/Dept/AVESAL)

18 project (/Dept/Emp/Salary)

19  project (/Dept/Emp/Sex)

3.4 RMEMBRRSF[OER

AETRELLHENRREHECL->T, 79X
— A EH L, BERT - ORRGEWE TRE
REFURT 2 Z ko T, FEFHECRBELIEE
AR TE, & 5 PEEE T — & oMU R R BARE
L, Dz oA# Bz, BEQBMIIHT
BRER AR B O TRILTE, Ld, BMEIL
HOETHEREDIERTEHIENTE S,

L»L, ABTRELCHENRESEE, Hier
— ¥ N— AR AEORBUIOFTR RS T 5729
PUooboTikin, BEttr v -2 0gs, e
DRBAEDIF 2 DA RV —F (ZHES b7z D
F v — 8 BOGEEBERP L TER OB N EM I i
D, WHIETRIRE R AR O HEfHH R EE L {2 5,

—%, FERERKCBWT, 25 7V [AL A,
A OF A ORI EBRRSEE L 20K, Th®

WO 00 3 O Ul s W D

i e
W o = O
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NOBWS L ICHEFICMETEL 2 EBbr>TH
D, HERRBRESFCEDR S NBRR» o Thhi,
D& S EEAOMEIC & 2 AU O BB L aEE
O R X VERIITZ 2SR H 5,

AR TRELEROURREREORHD 1 21,17
— I R—AMS YRR L LD LT 57— &2
ELE ¥ 5 FIEDRR EBMBOBORER 27T —5 D
EROFIEDER E 2T EE T3] HATHh 2, &
HIMRSEOER LI DI 3 ICLzDIE, 1212,
HHMARERT B0 HLE B 2ERT 55,
—HT, BEEKT 2D RETAZER LD
NEEEsEn, EnITFy Fuy DL ) RE-TR
ROHREH o COHRT 220D TH S,

EoW, HEIBEEERT 2D LERT -5 D
AR EZORERETANT “RARS (=) 0AH
W CGHER, BELEN)” 0Lk edTEHETS
2o, [FEESVHRERERELTED L D g
BEAERLIDELTWED] EnwI Tk [FHEE
DER] BREWCYIVHLT, BLBIENTE B,
b UKW, SEEOSBOBE, BRCEEEY 7«
ATETCLED &, MBERHREF B EHERO#HEE
oz, bEbSHNIABAFFHCLZTHEAENS
BHAER L CBLLENHTETLESY, Z0LD
5E, BIZ IR TE O EAE SR E IR 572D,
ZELURTNER S & ko865, FHEREHIR/
EET L EERF, FOMEAGRICHEREATYL
BB EREORE T 5 B o, FFRCEIER/ 2
BLadhEzekwv, =7, KRowEAo L 5,
T =8 N — A DR AR E O 4 B O LB O Bk
DR THIE, “=7 DO “( )7 i Ehi
2T EHER/EREThIEL I itk 5,

EIAT, FEEIDIOR, —ERERT -5
(Emp’) ZERLTH»5, —HEBRL CE7EUMHE
B7—% (Emp) 24K T 201, ZEFMO LK
Bbinzdy, Bz, ZOREERBELEDRELO
METH2 LEZ 0D, Thbb, REFE LV~
T, AT =520 Sb I 2EERT 2 L 5 itd
LTnwTh, EEOBELA RV —F OB IZB T
1 EZFAERTIE L W, RO FEHEL
FHEEZICHTNE, YA T ABEERICHETL T 1E
LHETLEWY (3L, fEbtv—2%1H
PPFERT 5 LS RBICEEHZB) I EIETHTRE
THBEHEZTND,

272, 1 DORARTHE, 1 DOBMERE T LrERT
Exwiebliz, UL 2BEEE S L wiEs2{7>
BE, RAROE 258 GIECLELRT—5 04K



Vol. 36 No.6

DECIR) BRSCEEM L 7o S s 2 ME L Eb T
Eashhnwlwinsd, 7270, 20k o5,
R7UREDFEREEATL I EICE T, BERD
AR OEH L OBECREROERB LT 30
MERTSENTELEEZONS,

4. Hb I

BT, TR EFERO 15|85 L v S Bk
BEABRVLZIPORIMEKEFT— S EFLE D &
T, FIHENEREET —5 ORBRTEGIVWERTT
— I R—ABRBEITI 2 L 2AREIC T 2 ENRERE
BERRER LT,

AMEERE, BEbtv—y BT, F—
TR ANBEPESPEY BTREER T -5 2 1D
BB LR 5, 77— % N — ANDOWE 2k
THIEEAREL T A A THEE(LA RV —¥F X O FIH
LT EEFENT W5, £72, 3.3 HiOBEN T &
S, WHRDT I R=—AFHETIE 1 DOEMATE
i ote L5 RBEMBBR LT 2 E, BwER
J1BFE-T w5,

251, HENRESECL 2MEE T piE
ARV —F DFFEN—BIEBLT 27 VT X A
WDWTRN, A TREL -HENMRESE 2
LTy E ARy =2 2R LS & Bk
HERZEEN T -y 2ERTEL I L 2L THEL
7z,

78, AROREMMESEIIHIC 2 -V ~NEBDY
ZHEEHRTFERRUT 2750 TR, 2—F 2
B RV — 5 BEERR LGS LR T, BRI
RAEED LSBT EEEL LD BV —F IR R
LTLED CERBERTER LI BERED, 2
T, KRR TR LD CHERESEOM L ORR
ERMEEA R — 5 OFHEE L 121 1 1 12
LTwas I ens, MIZBERARV—FF2520
FZN EEMEREORBEENERTE 5 2 Lo
a2, ZOHICDOWTOREZIET IS %O
WHRETH B,
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A. BRENMRRERENCE
HEREEEN % BNF £ % Lzt - Caik
Llzb DERicRdT, UTFTR, “<>"i3dmane
ZRL, “(@Q*Fad 0 EORREYRL 2K, &
7o, MEBREHETRCRN @B 2T R, Sy
F—h () THE - TRT,

BRI n= P <EBESY < TN )
<ETTNRS =" <B/MES") (<BHS P <Sefbf> "y
<ERME> n= <HBWSTY | <HBH>TQ |
<EHS"I<E T VAS | <BHST0 < F T > |
BB =0 <EIEAS T, [P <BYESY, T(<EMES <)) |
<EBSTQ=( <FHFTRS?, [P<BHES", 7(< RS ))”
<HEHR> n= <BEEST|<RHL> | <MNE>
<HMR> u= NULL | <BREE> | <> AND <RREIS |
<WER> OR <RERX> | NOT <RH>
<HRHER> = < T VWEHTFS | (0 <RER> AND <BREA>")" |
P(7 <EE> OR <@ER> ") | "(" NOT <#H#RA> ")
<T—IVESET> = boola (<5 IH>, <BIH>, -, <HIH>)
<EER> u= funen (< WEG >, <WES IS, -, <B¥EE1H>)
<BIE> u= Bl | <5 rEBT>
<FIH> | <atsst>
<HRT ¥ I RIBTF > = 7 O <BMES S () < BHER S )
<HIR T ¥ ZRIBT > = (O VR<IENS S () < BB > )¢
<EME> = FEH]
<BYL> o= TFY)

B. EH7NITY XL

FNITY AL I~T I, 52 o nBERE 3.3 50
FIEIZ Ule 285 T, SRS LA~ L — & A2
L7NTYVRLTH S,

FUITYRACDOWTHET 280, UTFO7 AT
VX LHRTHEAL Tw 250581000 TR 3R 277
I, R, MERNBRD LS BB TRESN S,

Q=[F|A:p.E;] (i=1,-, N)

1272, NiZy IVESHOBEOR TH 5,

o (7)) OLEMRERAT THB. ThiCKL,
DO (V) DA, (@7 R =" Ly S KRR ERS
(p) L Z OB T 2315 (B) #ELTBY, b 12
NULL, “@”, “=", “@ ="0w3n», E; ¥ NULL,
5 7LE, HEROWTIHTHS. BliE, K80
Dname O & 312, B2 57— ~N— 22 5 BEIE % 1
BT 2H|EI, p Ei i3 & b eNULLE: %3, —F,

¥ bool QW& ST L v BT I NG n 3OS —
VBB (E/ D Fhr 2R 0 E L LTRSS 255,
El, funca O 7027 3 SEETEEIND n B M
DEEBEEERT.
B EAPERE L E-OBEE, R 3EBEhs.
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AVESAL O & 5 CHEBEEZRAT 2B G, b=
“=” E;=“(ave(Emp’/Salary), [Emp’@[Salary:
@l” ki3,

BB, REBET VTV XL E2HH bf:*ﬁﬁ’??%ngiﬁ
VA7 AiE, UNIX (Sun0S4.1.3) Foo CEEic k
STCAVYTYAYPENTV S,

FININXLL Transforml(Q)
Input: HFER
> RERO—EHE Q=[4: E] £5<.
Output: ELLT XL - FDFHE X
1 begin

2 output(“generate(A)”)
3 if (BE=%7)3) then

ll[l

> FTNRDO—REE E = (T){C} £B<.
4 call Transform2(/A,T)
5 call Transformd(/A,T)
6 if (&t CHFEETS) then
7 output(“select(/4, C)”)
8 endif
9 call Transform6(/A,T)
10 call Transform7(/A,T)
11 endif
12 end

FIT) XL 2 Transform?2 (R, T)
Input: T ¥ 7 &ikF,
5770)l/33t ([T] = [FHA, :piEiL 1= INN)
Output: &ALV — % (apply)

1 begin
2 for i =1to N do
3 if (B; = NULL) then
4 call Transform3(R, F;, A;)
5 else if (E; = ¥ 7 )VX) then
> ¥ I NVRO—KEY E; = [Tl]{C,} EBL.
6 call Transform3(R, F;, A;)
7 call Transform2(R/A;,Ty)
8 else if (E; = fLARK) then
> ‘f‘&b%, pidS =" b Lk “e=" THhH b
> RARO—EE E; = (M;,[T]) £ <.
9 call Transform2(R,T;)
10 endif
11 endfor
12 end

TIVITYXLS Transform3 (R, F, A)
Input: 7 > 7+, B%E, BHE
Output: #&ELA L — % (apply)
1 begin
2 if (EHRARFCHEEEZEETS) then
binbh, F£ATHSDEX

3 output(“apply(R, F, A)")
4 else

5 output(“apply(R, A, A)”")
6 endif

June 1995

7 end

PINTYXI4 Transformd (R, T)
Input: J ¥ 7 3RF,
7R ([T} = [FiIAi ‘pEy, i = 1~N)
Output: ##E (LA L — 5% (extend, select)
1 begin

2 for i =1to N do
3 if (F; = %7 VX)) then
> 5T NRO—HE B = [T{C) £56<.
4 call Transformd(R/A;. T;)
5 else if (B; = fAAT) then

>FhbE, pdte=" b L 9" TH B,
> RARD—EHE E; = (M, [T)]) £ 5<.

6 call T'ransform5(R, TJ

7 output(“extend(R, 4;, M;)")

8 endif

9 endfor

10 end

PINTYVZXLS5  Transform5 (R, T)
Input: 7 ¥ 7 g+,
§TNVANT] = [Fi|A; : piB), i = 1~N)
Output: ##EILA XL — % (extend, select)
1 begin

2 for i = 1to N do
3 if (B; = #7VR) then
> ¥ T NRDO-— i % E; = [Tl-]{C',-} EBL.
4 call Transform5(R/A;. T;)
5 if (MR CiAHEAET ) then
6 output(“select(R/4;. C;)”)
endif
7 else if (E; = fLAR) then

b IFabb, pdte=" b Lk e=" Th 5
> RAXD—-HE E; = (M, [T)]) &3¢

8 call Transform5(R,T;)

9 output(“extend(R, 4;, M;)”)
10 endif

11 endfor

12 end

FPIVITJXI6 Transform6(R, T)
Input: T > 7 oalk-F,
A% ([T] = [FrlAz :p,‘Ei}, 1 =1~N)
Output: #&(LA L — % (select)

1 begin
for i =1to N do
3 if (B; = % 7 V3) then
> FTNHRO—WE E; = [T){C:} £B<.
4 if (MR CP AT S) then
5 output(“select(R/A;, C;)")
endif
6 call Transform6(R/A;.T;)
7 endif
8 endfor
9

end
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FITYXLT TransformT(R, T)
Input: > 7 iEalhF,
D% ([T = [F| A :p:E], i =1~N)
Output: H&E(LA L — % (project)

1 begin
for i =1to N do
3 if (B; =% 7)) then
> ¥ TVRD— A E; = [TiHC:) £ 5<.
4 call Transform7(R/A;. T;)
5 else if (E; = fAR) then

>$hbh, pdte="b LIt “e=" ThA.

> RARO—AEBE B, = (M, [T)]) £ H<.

6 call Transform7(R,T;)

7 endif

8 if (p;=*@” OR p;=“@=") then
9 output(“project(R/A;)")
10 endif

11 endfor

12 end
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