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Automatic Digesting of the NetNews

MADOKA SATO,t SATOSHI SATOt and YOICHI SHINODAT

The amount of information in the NetNews is already enormous, and more and more people
are using the NetNews as the mass media. However, the NetNews system does not provide
efficient means to support users enough. We propose the digest of the NetNews as the efficient
means to navigate users. A digest is an edited collection of summaries of original texts. Di-
gests help users when they overlook the NetNews as a whole, grasp the essence of information,
and choose articles from many candidates. Automatic generation of digests is possible for the
NetNews because the NetNews exist as electronic text. This automatic generation saves a lot
of time and costs compared with manual generation. Another important feature is that the
automatic generation of digests is the automatic information reproduction. In this paper, we
described the design and implementation of the digest system for a conference announcement
newsgroup, fj.meetings. The key technology of the digest system is the extraction of prespec-
ified information (summary) using article style information and expression patterns that are
distinctive to articles in the conference announcement newsgroups. The results of summary
extraction evaluations demonstrate high recall and precision. Edited summaries can be read
by WWW client programs (e.g. xmosaic).
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Table 3 Recall and precision of summary extraction
from Japanese articles.
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Table 4 Recall and precision of summary extraction
from English articles.
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