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Design, Implementation and Evaluation of a Visual Query Language

for Database Systems with Version Management Function

YosuiMmr Iit* and HIROYUKI KITAGAWAt

In management of engineering design databases, version management is indispensable. We
have proposed a version management data model named TVDM, which features management
of version derivation relationships and relevant temporal information with the history data
type. We also proposed its database language TV-Quel. However, descriptions in TV-Quel
sometimes become confusing for naive users who are not familiar ‘with the usage of operators
associated with the history data type. As an approach to this problem, we propose a visual
query language TVQE. TVQE is based on QBE and features visual specification of historical
conditions. We describe TVQE, and explain design and implementation of the prototype
TVQE interpreter. We also discuss the result of an experiment which compares TVQE and
TV-Quel from the viewpoint of user friendliness.
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Fig. 8 Architecture of TVQE interpreter.

EBBEE R R OFT — I N—A VAT LB ARENNVWEDESE 115

4.1 HEHEFRRB
EEFRBO X 2L, TVQE O 4 D OHE

REZLRALEOAEDLERGEAD TSI L LBE

HREEPEEICERTSIETHD, BEFRPOESE

i Tel/TKD 2RV, T 77N r—3va vl

HOa<w /F2BIMTEAA V5T SEETHY,

Tk 12D LICBESNIZX T4 VR Y - D AF LD

V¥ FThDEH, REETIK, LIB-TVQ BE%

Tcl/Tk DA< FELTEFTTEL LI, Tl %

BREFTT L4057 Y OPBEEIT->TCWE, HE

MREHRIT Tk M35 GUI A7 V=2 b ThH B

“HY ATy M ERAWTERELL, Y4V b RfE

HLTEEL-EEEKEZROH L LT, Historical

Condition Box D% E 9 (IR

4.2 MVWEbhEETH
FWE b ETENIIEEHERER - 5lE S hzfv

&b % LIB-TVQ BEOHRIZIHE S & 12 TV-Quel

DO T ZRICER L, LIB-TVQ B % U

T, BwabetoTRoOFIELH 10 127RT. H1112

TVQE 2 & A B LR VWEhbefl 2 RT. K11 0ff

WEDEIIDWT, RHRMHE (8) I TRT LA-AHRE

FEE12 AT, K12 0OPEERICOVT, K

WHE (9) 2 L R R ERER T E 13 (IR

K11 OfwEbeafle LT, K10 OERFIMEIC

DWTHAT S,

ZHNEE (1) Output Skeleton HFDEF| T LT,
TV-Quel % —4 v b ) A b thd “IEMSE = BIR
ER ORXUEHE TS, K 11 D Output Skele-
ton IRFERL LT2o0BMEAMELT 0
T, M120% -4y b RALD200RIZER
INA.

Z#HALE (2) Historical Condition Box DfE5 1 &

Sopre-menubutton
T Historical Condition B Box {
symbols?| ot | Click a version

HEBLAH Y MR

ENGINE(1 ) 8 Juemepeat-ENGINE(1,6)

| USRS SO canvastoitemeLT
A= SER

Timg]

“’. --------- canvas

9 Historical Condition Box Dk
Fig. 9 Historical Condition Box.



116 ) LS SR

for (Output Skeleton NDFHIIDOWT) {
Ftpy MY A N CVERS = BUREREEI - (D)
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for (Relation Skeleton MEFITDWVTY {
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}

}

for (Historical Condition Box TOZFMAKHICOWVT) {
BIERIF RV — F 2 L BEAICERL,
where FlCHIZ % e (8)

}
y—4 v P JAML vhere HIDPUREFOKRE = (9)

10 MHYabeETEHICBT 5 EHRTIR
Fig. 10 Translation procedure in the query execution
part.
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’ENGINE _vsetid | _vmo | power |weight | factory
1 a )3

ENGINE (1,32 ) ENGINE (1,6)

Time;

®11 TVQE K& 3Rw&baf
Fig.'11 TVQE query example.
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DY TNVEREZE DX TAH. K 11 O Historical
Condition Box OEFDEF 1 12 LTy
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B V2HHY L~ 3> ENGINE D7 e L
TEHYHETLNG. )
ZHAN3E (8) Historical Condition Box DFE 1
i, WNINTABEY V- a oy S VERE
E#H Y LTH. K11 D Historical Condition Box
OFEFIOFRE 1R L Ty 7 VESZHLY, A
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retrieve(
vno = a, (¢)
factory = b (€Y
)
from V1 in ENGINE, ' )
H1 in _ENGINE 3
V2 in ENGINE, (¢))
H2 in _ENGINE (3)
V3 in ENGINE, (8)
where V1._vsetid = H1l._vsetid (4
and V2. _vsetid = H2._vsetid (4)
and V1._vsetid = 1 (5)
and Vi._vno = a (5)
and V2. _vsetid = 1 (5)
and V2._vno = 6 (5)
and V3._vsetid = 1 )
and V3._vno = a n
and V3.factory = b n
and a = PARENT(H2._ history,6) (8)

12 ZRLHE (8) TTRTLAMWAbE
Fig. 12 Intermediate translation result after the step (8).

retrieve(vno = Vi._vno, factory = V3.factory)
from V1 in ENGINE, Hi in _ENGINE,

V2 in ENGINE, H2 in _ENGINE,

V3 in ENGINE )
where V1._vsetid = H1._vsetid

and V2._vsetid = H2._vsetid
and V1. _vsetid = 1
and V2. _vsetid = 1

and V2. _vno = 6

and V3._vsetid = 1

and V3._vno = Vi._vno

and Vi._vno = PARENT(H2._ history,6)

18 ZROTTLAMWEbe
Fig. 13 Completed translation result.

BOFEE 1K LTy 7 VER H2 2 BIEY
L—vay ENGINE %7 0ELTE ) LT
b,

TR (4) (2) & (3) TEIV BTy P VERER
HALT Y LV—Yar BRI V—-Y 3 v ok
BEMEELT, “2) D5 T IVEE . vsetid = (3)
DY T VEH . _vsetid” % where FiIZEMT 5.

Z #4038 (5) Historical Condition Box DitH 1 Z
&2, where #i1C BRI (2) D ¥ T VEK
vsetid = FL% 1 DIURERIF” B LU &
IR (2) DY T VEE . voo = BF 1 DIRE S
DEADFEFEBINSNG.

ZHUNIE (6) Relation Skeleton HOEKITI LI,
BALTR (2) LRARIC, from HiKFEERSINBHNE
I V—aros I VEREE ) ST, 11
? Relation Skeleton D ¥ 7 WIZxHH L TH 7 IVE
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{®) Results

¥ 3 Wed Feb 22 13:18:13 1985 JST
database name | CAR
2 Wod Fob 22 13:17:56 1985 ST
[® Output Skele
Attribute jvno
variable | 2 b
Attribute’ Attributa

[®] Relation Skeleton

ENGINE _vsetid “vno power weight factory

\ a Tsukuba

i 7

I —
tuple, tuple HCB

[®] Historical Condition Box
‘slement JEntry symbolfEtc '

ENGINE ( 1 '~“)mﬁ<
ENGINE (1, ¢ ENGINE (1,4)
Ju] O |

14 TVQE A>3 71 % DEFH
Fig. 14 Session example of TVQE interpreter.

V3D, WY V—3 ¥ ENGINE ¥ 7Tk
LTEIDHTOHNS.

IR (T) Relation Skeleton 2B 2 EHE
F/BIREZEORE S N/2FIT L 12, where HilC
ML (6) D ¥ S VEE. BiER = EHEE/
BIREE” OBROEEMEMEhE. K11 D
Relation Skeleton ® ¥ 7 W IZDWT 3 DD &M
RPER SIS,

Z#HNHE (8) Historical Condition Box DEELM
ET ARG EBEROF XL — 7 2BV &4
WKERT S, M1l OBTFRETRTESE, B
BERIF R L — # PARENT % B\ 7z fetbRic g &
na5.

THRME (9) -2 v P VAL E where HlZI,
IRHREZEN R TWA LD IR EHEET
5. 1202 205%%K “Vi.vno = 2" &
“Y3.factory = b’ ZfHHL T, a & b LA
KL DHET S,

K14 12 EEXTo/TVQE A Y47V 5I2L 5

FEIETHHLHWEDLEDETHZRT.

5. EEEHEER

ABETIL, TV-Quel ZHBIR L L7z TVQE Dff
FRIC T 2 SHEEERIC OV TR B . LSRR

EEBRE R OT — I N— AV AT AIIBIT 5 HENMVEhbE S5 117

®2 AR (6 B - RABSR (54 1) BXUIEM - RiERD

Ha
Table 2 Summary of experiment.
TVQE | TV-Quel
RS 19 % 41 5
PR 25 4 90 53
ik SEE s B 61.4% 36.7%
7| BHZEECOAORER | 6.7% 11.6%
S WEOEE 68.1% 48.3%

ELTI, ERABRICLIEREER AT LEFIH

L-EBRO 2 BRI /2.

5.1 HEIHERIC & B LEEEHEEER

511 ERF &

ERBRIC L D HBETEERTIE, BHERETHR S
NIRERICET AW EbEREL TVQE & TV-
Quel TR BRERZIT o7z, WERE & LTI, 7—
FN—ADEBHHMEBE2HE TS5 20 20FEEHH L
L7z, SEXRBICEL T, E§i2 TVQE & TV-
Quel, Bt UZ0BMEHEICHT 2 MM A BH AR E
EfAL, SETFRFRLLENFIL b7, &
BUELLREIIEY 2B 303 ThHo7. TVQE
6 [, TV-Quel 6 [, A5t 12 MOMELHAELL. £
72, TAMRTRICERARIIOWTOT V7 — MRE
ATV, EMER, BECELLRE, RECELLE
B &be T, TVQE & TV-Quel DHEEHENRE
L7z, TVQE & TV-Quel »ZFNFNOREEFE
—D 6L LI2GE, BB -MESMLF 2@ e
VPR BBNDHBEER, WRERDBYL—Ta
CRPBEL DIV —-FEEZ, BEEDITITE
Lwe o2 H&E L. 72, TVQE 6 24%ic

AR RET AME TV-Quel 6 [ %5 I1ZEA - BE

THHED 2T TR T T o7z, EBRICAHWY

L=va v 2B ALIRY. $7:, MBIV

MEIOHE L TVQE BT 5HBEOA LT8R A2 12

.

51.2 EHRER

o TRERH
REREIL [EEXRTE] 2RTVELOORET
HHEEZOLND. SEOERTIE, 1 HBRED
6 BHox 7 A BERMIEZ, TVQE &% 13 7,
BE& 274, TV-Quel PEE31 75, ®ZE2HT
otz WTROBBREIZOWTY, TVQE DO
BRI TV-Quel OBERB L VEL, TVQE
ORERFEZ 1L Lz &, TV-Quel DL
3B/ 1.6, K29 Tholz, B2 IHBE1LA
B2 ) OFHFERFRERT. YL T, TVQE
& TV-Quel OFF5 OB CREI TR SNk
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ZEDG0B.
o IREEM
RAREE (AT S| 2RTOLPORET
HrrEIOND., £2109 N\OBBREOEE
(54 ) OREICELBEHERYT. TVQE ©
REEERIE TV-Quel ® 350 1 LT ORET
Hotz.
o %
ERRE [BRLPTS] 2RTVEDORET
HoHEEZLNS., —IZ, TV-Quel IZX 550
HEX TVQE KL 2RBE L HTHR Y £,
M E IR &0 I APAD AL TTREMEAS
BWETPEENS, FICEREICELTIE, B
MARRERIZADRICELZREMIIERE L2
EDOFEBEIIOVTHRD T, SEOERT
1, TRTOBEBEICOWVT, TVQE DERE
7 TV-Quel DIEEMEA LE -7z, F/2, Btz
SR I ADRI L AREBIERL L EDIE
BRIZOWT Y, TV-Quel DIEBEDH A H -
FHBREN 3L TH-720125 L, TVQE OIF
BROFVEPTHBEIL 134 TH o7, K2
CERERE T B IEME, BRI ALK
AARFEBOEE, BLUIhoo&FeERT. E
B, BRI ATERL-EROWE T,
TVQE @I %R L 72
o RIEME
WP RAREBOBERE o/ — % ZF0OMHE
WESESE LS. RICOEBREZRT.
BEZGDRCETAIIS~ BEEBRICET S
SR TV-Quel TREBEROF <L —
% %, TVQE Tl Historical Condition Box
R L CEREREIT). K313, BEBRICH
TAHEBRBIIBWTTVQE OFPZT —
AN RLRBH DV EZRLTWES,
BEUVL-a ZBT3I5— TV-Quel T
i, BEREOF AL —% 2 fFRTHEVED
Hizx L, BEY L -3 v 2BRNICEE
FTAHIEPYUBEILLRD, ZhiZkL, TVQE

F#3 AREMOFEROME

Table 3 Classification of causes of errors.

TVQE | TV-Quel
BREEGERO LT — 31 42
BE)L—YarDrs— 0 28
JV—va Moo — 10 25
03D 1 8
/% 42 103

Jan. 1996

HWEEYL—-Ya 2 BHBTAHLEN L,
COBDOIT—HPRINEBRV. DO L
EREOREOKRELERE ko7,
DL—2a EOSBRERICET3I5— %3
b, V=3 a YEOBBEGRICET 5 &0
- RLBRICBIL TII TVQE 2@ CTh 5 T L A7
S5, Thid TVQE dR—2XT%5% QBE
OEBIZIZIDEELLNS.

e TU—MER
FAMNRTHOT v r—bELT, #RLPFROE
EOMHBREY 1055 FTO 5 BRETCHETEMZ
L7z, BFEFREVEIEFVR TV ERRT.
¥z, FREFNOEEIIODVWTERLTWAHE
ORERFREC S B TR TEMS L. e
KEVEIEFEENEHDLIEERT. Ra4lIIhDH
DT 2 — MEROFEEERT., FRBRICELT
i TVQE 45k WiFEEToH - 727%, Bluaben
HE L W) ACIEAEN RV E VI ERE 5o,

5.2 FESZFLEFIALLHEBFHEER

FIRE O B MR % B ¥ Tk <72 TVQE 1~ %
TV, BLOTTIZEEEAD TV-Quel 157
)50 RERLCTolz. ERRBOBBHRED D
HHHICLBEREITo7. MEOKIE, TV-Quel 3
M, TVQE 31, fet6 A AE L. EXREBICL
LZEREFEBRICESEOIIZSE L VHEIMY > H
EL, TVQE 3% kICBE TS L TV-Quel 3/
PRICHBETAHO QBT CRBEIT o /2. EBR
EHRLZY L= a ViIZERRBODDEFELTH
5. BEICOWTIHEEOMA L TVQE [+ 5/
HOAZFERAIITRT. AERTIHE, FLVEWE
HEPEIT5ETRAEIMVEDEERITLTLS
WV, ZFOEIERD . BHIC, BECELLERE
7= b EREFHOTRE L.

AEERTIE, TV-Quel I2BWIXFEDATIZFEH X
INLF - R—F ATOFFENZ LI FHRTEL S
&, TVQE TREHMRER ICET sEROBE X
TMED 720, ERRBOBE L K TETFRS
BPLELRI LR ED, ERRROBELERD.

K5 IAEROHRERT. MOAbERITHIZE
WERE DT 1 & 72 0 ICRBAT LRIV A b e EEOFY
BThb. T, BEERIE, SWEBRENIHOME

®a HHBREEROABEOREDT v r— MR
Table 4 Summary of questionnaires.

TVQE | TV-Quel

TR 4.0 2.8

EEEES 2.9 2.7
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Table 5 Summary of experiment using the prototype

system.
TVQE TV-Quel
BV EhERITH 1.13 @ 1.40 [
AR 124+40% | 2453 00%
At A % 4.0 2.4

PRTTLETOFHBMTH 5. 5 BRFMTIES

HKEBROBA LRI FOBEPREVIIER R TV

ExRT. AEBRBRCLELRAROBELFMK, v
FHROZIZBWTH TV-Quel KT 5 TVQE O F
AR & 7z,

5.3 RBROXLY

TVQE & TV-Quel & OHEBEHMEEROZRIL, &
EXTE, BARTS, HELLTS, FARCHEL
T, BBLR TVQE "EML V2530 TH-T2,
4 EBIOEBRDEMEDTTHO TVQE DEMMEIX TVQE
DESLTORMIcILbnLEZSL.

(1) Historical Condition Box TORXEHIZ L %
RS ifid 7 OB ORER T ROB S
IERTHA.

(2) ARV—FRERARRTHILT, ARV—¥
DFIFOER, BHEEHCTIRBTE S,

(3) BEVLV—Va 2 EBREERTHLEN SV,

(4) QBE #S—R&LARBRICEZ)L—1a
YOFERIZEY, V=Y a YBOSEERO
M ARV ESETHS.

AEDOER, F—IR—AOMBEETHIOD
RETEB BT ANBAR R VWEREICLABDT
otz LizdtoT, EBO HEHEBICET A HHE0
EELAABEVAA LIOHEIE Lo R E
DEFHTRILZVTRESEZONS. DL
ZRAEE, &REHT — 5 OFRLFOMEER L B
L, 2ho0MEERELTI DA TERTLI LA
TE5., LaL, AEENRREORESEFCEDTS
OIIE, FOEBHESLT - ICETAMEE TE
BIRFAN L= MIRBETHIEDPTRET — 5 X—
AR AYTT2—ANEZONLTENRNEEF LWV E
w3 b v, BEO TVQE o8, FIEE
BT — I N—AFEL L0 L ShNPITRED
F = R WA bEDERICEFTT LI LN TELLE
VI T, REEBCET AHEEE T ARSI
LT 7T FAERT A3 DR ENS,

6. TVQE DO#RICEAT 345
TVQE Ot 7id TV-Quel DRt & SM<Tid%

MRS 2 B OT — IR~ XA VAT A LB A EEWHVEbYEE 119

retrieve(l.iname)
from I in ITEM
where {(S.sname)
from S in SUPPLY
where S.iname = Liname}
C {(S.sname)
from S in SUPPLY
where {(D.dname)
from D in DEPT}
C {(D.dname)
from D in DEPT,
S2 in SUPPLY
where S.sname = S2.sname
and 52.dname = D.dname}}

15 QBE TIIiLBAWEEZ POSTQUEL Mw&Fbt
Fig. 15 POSTQUEL query example that cannot be
expressed in QBE.
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