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P-segment Tables: Data Structures for Programming Problems
Concerning Segments

Y OSHIHIKO FUTAMURA,! CHIEKO SHIRAIL? YONGMEI Liuts
and NATSUHIKO FUTAMURAT4

There are many practical programming problems finding longest segments or largest rect-
angles in a given sequence or plane. Several text books on programming proposed solutions
for. the problems. However, only a few solutions of them are easy enough to be understood
by ordinary computer science students. This paper proposes new data structure P-segment
tables for solving programming problems concerning segments or rectangles. We give a con-
dition and an algorithm for making a P-segment table in O(n) time and space. After that,
several problems are solved by using the proposed methods. We have conducted a survey
through class exercises, examinations and questionnaires in order to prove that the program-
ming method based upon P-segment tables is understandable, applicable to various problems
and favorable for students. The survey methods and results are described. Finally, an optimal
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solution by P-segment table for an open problem is given.
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Table 1 Right P-segment table.
FEAE 1 e i ... n
| =[] | .| 2[d] | ... | z[n)
i | ¢[1] tld | .. t[n]

7270, t[i] = min{y | P(i,j) Ai < j < n}

®2 BREROH—HF6,3,5,8,6,3 1T 2 HBO/NEHK
Table 2 Example of a right segment table.

FEEE | 1 2 |3|4]|s5 6
fiti 6 3 51816 3
Fig | 2 | nil | 6| 5| 6| nil

2L, EFonilit n+ 1 2ET.

®3 HXMEOF—HF 11010010 Ix9 5 B HHIX

Table 3 Example of a shortest balanced segment table.

BE | 12|34 5 [6]7] 8
M |1 |1f{o0]1|] 0 o|l1] o0
¥ | 6 | 3| 4|5 | nil| 7| 8] ni
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Fig.1 Algorithm for making a right P-segment table.
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Table 4 Matrix M and its accumulation table.

m
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0 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 0

0 0 1 1 o0 2110} 0 1
n 0 1 0 1 1 301|070

0 1 0 0 1 410]2]1}0

0 1 0 0 o0 510321
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Fig.2 Example of the largest rectangle volume.
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Table 5 Getting @ from P is easy.
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NR=ATHAHZEDFH (5% A.3) OBMELHAN,
6 IRLZ. ARBI7 V- (EEHEE) BIU
HRABR (7 r—rREDO 1L AR CEOL H
KRBT, 7TVIT) XLDOEREDAFNTEZ
Lo THBTERLRZ L. 7o r— ML
HRRROBRICIEREICHE T 22EXRoN 5.
CHTFEEDREBICH L CHEBERRR LD E
NE. TN L RPEOFEPSER TR E2 S
ns. ’

5.2 PREERDICBE

FEP PRERZEREL, MhoMEBRROBIZ)
FICHATES D, THabbICHEREEMEOLES
HhOHWT L7z, EEDOLFR— b 2RAL, REHT
BRIFEREZOEE®RT IIRL. 7272 LET
DFBIIBNT, ZEOBES PRERICEI PV
DBDIZDOWTIE, TVITY X LA0REME (2 084t
O(n)) T 2HEIHEES S ODPEL Bolz (—f
W7V T) XL ORBEOTERIIES TR W), L
T oT, RTIREN-BRERTEZFEHOW
TREBEERENTVADIL, FHEBEIEEBTE
ol BETHA.

1 EHEREL PRERCETA2PHAZL -
2K ZATICHELZ, LaL, 1Mo [E8B0h
SWHORIMERBIE] 7%, RARMERS L URKIE
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RT7T VR-MRAKR
Table 7 Evaluation of submitted reports.

RIRE \ OB T R A 94 “EJE 95 ¥
F1E | ABEONSWBORERME (O(n)) [ORS-1 33 A (34%)
RAXMEREMNE (O(n)) EIRE:2'¢ 27 N (28%)
BRAIESXMEAME (O(n)) FOR 4 27 A (28%)
g2 | RERYEXMHE (O(n)) 62* A (55%) 62** A (58%)
EEHHXEEE (O(n)) FoE Y~ 53*** A (50%)
30 | BREHEMTFIME (O(N)) 88 A (86%) 76 N (78%)
RAMEBAREE (O(N15)) 22 A (22%) 44 N\ (45%)

k, xk, * o x XENEN28 A, 1T A, 16 Ad P XKEE L fib 2 Wik

FREEROBIEDL v 2525720, [HBONE
WEORIEREE] +&EE (O(n) D) TIER
TAHIENTERFEDITEAETRCHRARXEEHE
FME, BIURKEFXEEREEEORER (O(n)
D) CERELZ. b AMILE TAERO/N SV
OFRERBE] *HETLZ L% LIS, BRRKEEE
MDA LW IEAICHBEL L 21, BlEEH5
ROADREETH 7. T2 L, [HRBO/MS W
DORERBE] BT urs T AERMEE LTEEICE
ETHAHAILZRBLTWS. B, £712BWVWTY
EEE BEBEDFETE, F1OEOHETREYE
BETEZLZAEOEEIENRONSE, T 94
EFEOZEORIZIIIER ICERN 2 ZEIBL VT,
MOZEEZBES D LR INS.

%2 AOEB ORI PREROER, 1Bl (K1),
BLUPXEEN OMn) THERTELZ LOEHE
$kA3) FHELL. TAHLELIMFETRETIE, PR
R EDRVEEDL GO TTH B, FHULDZ
EDEERE (O(n) OfFE) 285 L0 T&7. PK
BREZEbL R WEESSVOIL, %2 \8HOHTME
PHBHEELZDDTH o Bbns.

%3 EEREORAKEH/ITHIMEIX, XH1)
DEGHEOFC2ERICEHELWE SN TWAEMT
Hb. FREFFHTLIEVI LY N ES52EL7275
80% RIEOFEENKEH (O(N) DBE) #1552
ENRTES $72, L) EBLREAERAREEICH
LT, HADTFRA LR A EMENRESN. B,
A FEEL 95 FEOFEDOHIC, RAERARIMEL
O(N'3) Ok (3.7 8i0ME: 1) TEX FEDES
WKEFRRONS (Thbh, 95 €T HMEEDR).
IR, Y BEVEE, 7ol ZIEFH O(Nlog N) @
R (3TEHORE2) IS LTIZAA (A% 2200)
DFHbE 52 5 LV ) REERERR L2720, 944
FEOZENREBIIFEE O(Nlog N) Db D% B 2%
J%EL, POKBLEZOTHL, BMEOHL 2256
HIWT L TSR EE L HNBLS, T3 O(N log N) DI

®8 PRMERDLERE
Table 8 P-sement tables are necessary.
HICLETHE | holFHLw | LEEN
75 A 24 A 1A

BICENEL 224 3R ETH o 7.

U LOREREEHNTHE, FEIPRERICL B
FETHICERLZ)ZCTIRHEL, #LWEETOLR
BTEL, Lo T, PRERICIZBEIZLD
FHEIZE ST, BHBEDEHAL LS TWIDTHL LW
ZE9.

5.3 PRXEXROIFHBE

FLWI O/ T Iy SEERRF AR R T
PIFE LV, PREESH LW 0r S5 I 07 Bk
LTRETHE0EPICHETLT v 7~ M EKER%
F8IRLA. /2, L PRERZHAS ZVIEE,
WA S NEEREE M DI 5EHIT L0
AT 205 FHRESEZOEREYRI IIRLEZ. b
A2, —HOREENIS I [PRERLHAVSLE—RE
ZAMETY, A—OMBEIRETE, METBERIC
HRETEL| EWHBRFH.

DEOKREEHT S L, BHoXBRLHFR LD
SR T AMER BT 5 ) 2T, PRERIIFE
IZE S THEDPODZITANLNRLTWT — ¥ HEETH
BEEZLNS,

54 PREROMBEAELEELOTE

PRERLHVS L HEICHEORVEEZE O
5728, FILETEITHEL, LOREORW (§
HEEEFRAUTY, EHOTL A BEZRELT
ZENDHDH. ERICREOER/NXEME (EHdiH
IMEL % BRBOBT, BSIRAR D% O(n) B
D ANR—ATRD L)V CIE, PRIEERHVSE
ZOBFRIIEHETH S, Lo LEEEEZLLELINE
WIEESIZH 5 (PREFRL BV L EoRREHE
B2 0(3n) THAHOITHL, HOMETIR O@2n)).
ZDEIBHE, MFEOBRVEERE RE & T84
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Table 9 Programming without using P-segment tables.
R\ KM oOFAR TEBABE L0 B> S Ebbiwn ks
KX AR 57 N (59%) 18 A (18.5%) 18 A (18.5%) | 4 A (4%)
BREEHEXEME | 52 A (54%) 19 A (20%) 21 A (22%) 4 A (4%)
R R H X R E 55 N (57%) 18 A (19%) 19 A (20%) 4N (4%)
BRZEEATHIME | 63 A (65%) 22 A (23%) 9N (9%) 3 A (3%)
BAMARRE 71N (75%) 13 A (14%) 8 A\ (8%) 3A (3%)
BN, MOMBETY PREFRE BV WEDR PERETH B 7200LEHFE&ME fa,b) >0 T
FORVBREEZBONLGENH L. —#S, Tar bHb.

T AERR LS A EMIc b W oo T VT X
LABEZT—FBRVWDDOERAEL ) ICIRET 200
HwTHBH. FRIC, PRERTRETHEICY, #E
BB THIMICE ) BOBEF R VWIRET HEIE
EOIFEELLENRD 5.

bH 1 OoDOKERMEER, SAbhk7 s T aE
BEEORERY P XEREBWTKRE S nED, B
BEDLIHREREE, THRDOLLSTALETHLSL
BTVWEWIZETHL. 2T, 6 BOREFRME
B —OBHE, FlEd On) PEPEZETA
HThs, LoL, TTFPREEICLY Oh) O
EVEBPEPRAS I LIIIEESH S, FNICE
DFADHFEIL, REIRT LI, BHREHEIIT
TOMPLREREYBL N TEL.

6. BRBIICHT snRFXEME

P XEARIERMOMERIICO AN R FETH LS
EERRTIOI, TOETIE, FLOHEIIET AR
BEEEXBERTHAVWCERD S, MEIREFXEM
B D MBHFN T A EHRLGETH 5.

OB AERB L IE, RAMEE BEIMEDOELNZ
NDESUTORMTHA. MEIE, 51on85Ic
EINBTRTCOERBOPTRELLDDE LR K
BB ETHEH., COMEORERIL, E£E50RE
DEFETIRI MO TR, L L&A, B
PHERLHED O(n) OMET—HoRRRHEYH
WCHBE LD T, £0REEZUTIIRT. 0k
IZBWTIE, REXBROERBRIIBZSTHS. L
PL, BREXBERLVIBELTH VL LPREDE
BELRFEIEPND B oTWBE I LIERESINL WV,

6.1 ¥ ]

B OMEOBELEREY, % THE
BAT S, 2720, HBHBINIEFABMESIOA &
T5.

X8 [a,b] OFHEE R TEE fla,b) & fla,b) =
(b—a+1)—(z[b]—=z[a]) £ F5. LA >TXH [a,d

EFE2 ROIOOEHLH-TXH [a,b] & a H
H515F AR ERFXM (longest flattest segment) &
&5, i o 25HBEHFHEE (Thbd, fO
) PRREXEOFTRREDOLDTH 5.

(1) f(a,b) 2 1.
(2) c<bITHLT, fla,c) < fa,b).
(3) b<dZXLT, f(a,d) < f(a,b).

BERTFRMEL ¢ £75L (o) a b5
IORERFRMEET.

XM REEEXEE DR WTEREICZ S 2iTh
& ENREDBDIMU D FREIFEL BV &1
ROEHIIZLYRTZENTES.

T3 [o,0 XM, [b+1,c] 2BRERFREL
5., Z0LE, o, WERBETEWELIT b < d
BBERD d AL [o,d] RERMTIEA L,

SRR

f(a,d)= f(a,b) = (z[b + 1] - z[b]) + f(b+1,d)

< f(a,b) — (%+U z[b]) + f(b+1,¢)
= fla,c) <
Lt#oT,Eﬁkuﬂu¥B%fu&w. O

6.2 BIEBFICHT 28

9, G2 ONEINICHTARERFREREET
FL6.3EIDHET O(n) BEB L AR ATHERT
5. 5.2 b BEHIOERDBD SEND o TEE
PHOT, BEOR i KRS FTORRFRHORS
*max £ 55, REOH i xEWMETHES max
DREI i+ max 5 DOREREFREE 2%, #
NHPEXE % 5, max ZHLWERBOR I TE
Wz D, FLTZOHRELFREIC O R LD FE
TH#EDEYT. KBIRERFRBEEZ 2% W TFEXEIC
ZORITNEIZEN L VBT CHULEREIIFEELR
W (EEZ) 0T, i i+l EL, ROENSEIC
LTINS, i 25AHICES max DXE»ENR L
Bolzb®& T35, Lz TERETEXBOE & max
i, I3 D7 NVITY)XLIZLhRDBZENTE S,
72720, flat(i,7) = (f(i,5) >0) &+5%. M3 FD
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i:=1; max := {[1];7 := 1 + max ‘

max :=¢[j] —i+1
ji=t]+1

j<n flat (4, 2[5]) | _
&j<n

i::i+1;j::i+max|

3 HFEKREICHT 2 BETX MBSO REMHE (1SO PADY
12 & BER)
Fig.3 Optimal solution for the longest flat segment
problem in the monotone case.

JRV=TERL LI EENTA DT, V—F
HPELEKE 0 LDAS V. Ld T, I3 D7
WITY) XA On) TH5.

6.3 RREFERROMERE

ZITREZLNEE PG5 %, [,4] & »
LAEMULFHE (Tabh, B f o) "%
RORBE (RFRH) &L, BEEFREELES
Higred~5b. B# f OERLY, fla,tla+1)) =
fla,a) — (zla+ 1] — z[a]) + f(a + L, tfa +1]). F7
fla,a) — (zla+1]—z[a]) DMEIL, a 251EED a+1
DR icU s XEIC L o THBTH S, LA -TE
DFHED 1L E% S IEXE [a,tfa + 1)) 5 a 5
BEY, a+1 DRI THULRBO ) L TIEAD
FHEZHTARROKETHL I L05hb. Liz
VoTEH a POMAEIRERTFRMERTRME ¢
BT L) ICHBIROOND (72721, tn]=n
E55).

ta] = { Z[a +1]

ZHER T IZBWYT, Q3,)5) = true & L, while
W=7 % WFHI L BT £, t)]) 471 B ESEH
Tt =4 »E R ) =i OREFITHIS 0
TILLAETHS.

dif fla,tla+1)) > 1
: otherwise.

7. B

(1) PRERLMEINZF LT —sEELZIREL,
D O(n) BB L PAR—ZATIERTE 2
TeODEGLEREERL:. 2L T PREE
VS EBHIOXECHEE EOERICET
5807 s MEBREY, H—BCHE
BURRTELZEERL.

(2) PRXBERISESOXECEFERLEOHERIE T
57075 MEBRBEIC L, HNTHY, ¥
EILTFERITIANGNLFETH LI Lo
B OB THRIEL 7-.

June 1997

(3) BELTTIZ OMm) MEDOH SN TV WVEFR
LGN T 2 REFR BREORER R E
PXEREYFWTERD .

PREROENHELERVICL VERICTLZ &
CHEREMOBERPSBOBETHE. L 2R
B1o7hT) X2 X ) el aes PREE IO
BT AR P O% T 25 AOMEIZREIEVERY
BMETHLEEZTWVED,

i EMHARFETENERSHRREES A
FFFEICEU ) MR & & o 7 ERIEWRIERE S LT
(2& o7z, BRHERERERE TEMErhamgE—
K PXHEROAHERE LTS 072, F
TZRMHKRFETEEREN BB L 04 Yoz
AFERIL, PRERLZZANFEEYICFIBALCLZ
ol DEOBRICEHLET. RBICABYES
L, BB a2V 2L B8 o BBOBELZOE
BITEHLET.
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#£10 PAD & pascal A EiEE OIS
Table 10 Meaning of PAD symbols.
PAD Oit% EA:) WY % pascal DL
S1
g S51; 52
S2
I 48 | for i:=n downto 1 do S;
In e while Q@ do S ;
fit $%

A.1 IS08631 PAD (C&F 555 DERER

PAD KB BEFD ) LTEBTHVOLNE DD
T2 oWT, pascal ASiE L O T« 10 1R
L7.

A2 BREDEXREFRMEREDIE L & OFEEA

1LIZBWTr=1, Q@,j) = (z[i] # z[j]) &%
FELTHEONBETLVIY X% BETA, 22T
B o TREMBHERBESE L MER SN AT L %
FEBAT A, 3 TREOMWME 1 25T 5.

WEL z[l]...2[n] 2RE n OKME, 2L C
t1]...tn] % ¢ IO THREHERBELRE T 5.
DELE, [I,n] FPHHEXETHE:00LETT5
BiZ 1 <c<n kb cHFHEELT, [I,n] &
cADHEWIER L 2 VERENHXBOETET S

-
—

EWTEL., $hbb, hli] = tfi]+1 £BL L,
[1,n] = [1,¢[1])[L[1] + 1, ¢[¢[1] + 1]] ... = [1,A[1] = 1]
[A[1], R2[1] = 1] ... [R° 1], A°[1] — 1].

el

FTHEETHE L IPLLTHEDOT, LEEMG
ThHhoHI % n [T HEFNITMEE FVCIEH
¥5.

(Dn=20t%, [1,2] H&E 1 2OREHHERX
MTHh5.

(2)n>20LE, tlll=n%5E, t DEHLY
1,n] 1 2OREHHERBETH 2. 2<t[lj<n &
T5. 20k %, [1,n] =[1,h1] - 1[A[l],n] TH 5.
[R1],n] ZEED n L YVEVHERETHL0T, #
WMEDRELY, 1<c<n—nh[l] %% cizxLT,
[R[1],n] = [A[1], RP[1] — 1]... [R°M[1],R°[1] = 1]. O

TNIT)ZALBIE, $Fj%i+1 & LTal] &
zj] BHRB. FNHFLLGTNIEEES, SL 0
WA )] 2o EN TV L BEREOEROEEY §
ELTLEFARRDBIEZRYEL, WD T z[i] # z[j]
LHBEERET. SNCEoTi ROBRICEFTNS

FELEREHET L2010 EH 4 2HHTIT
L,

EE4 TIVITYVIXLABIEBNT, j2i+1 525
XH&Rt 272EoT, BOT zfli) # zj] LHBHET
HBHHLIE, XM [i,5] #° i »OIET 2 REDHHX
MTHb, $20L)% j FELERY, Thbb
J=n+1 %5 %5E, i »5AT HHEXEIZE
LRV,

SIEER

BT A HERNIRNEICL YRT

(Di=nokE, tn]=n+1TH2DOT, ki
D jRFFELR. £72, n 0T 2BHEX LT
ELRV., L2 > TERIIRTT 5.

2)1<i<nDtE, i<i'<nBZbEED
WIZDOWTEHE 4 DRI FIRET 5.

(21) j=i+1DEE, gl £2[i+1] ThHhHH
SHLMIT [3,5] 1d i OMET A REHEXETH 5.

(22) n>i>i+1DLE, jOELFLIVXHE
f+1,7—1] BHHERHEE 22 WZEIDTHENS,
INDHEXMTHD. Lz > TRHE [i,4] 13394
KETHs. 22T, KM [,5] 75 OB 28
BFXBCTHEVERET 2. Thbb, KM [i,5] 2°
ZTHV 2 ODOMHXE [1,k] & [k+1,5] KAEITE
LERET S, /2, zli]l =022 zjl=1 &1 5.

ZOEE, [i,k] BHEXEE1S, [i+1,k 120D
BO1OBLY L 120%wv, LaL, j>i+1 XD
z[i] =z[i+1] =0 THI75, i+1 »oihE XM
ZENPLEETLE, BRTWI0ODEOFIS . 0D
BOFB120% L b0t i+l #6Ck T
HITLTW L E, ShTHERL, FOHEKEIC]
PHBETALEND S, LIAHT, BHEDOEELY,
i< BB LT[ ) R hoEAR
EYBRBTHS. Lzl oTHEL &Y, i+1 %
EmE$HINTOHHXMIZ, BREHHRBEo%
FHZE, $%bb, thi+1]+1,ttlh+1]+1]+1,..



1202 TR 2 Xm0 S

tfi=|j=i+1

F<n+1& QG ) —j=tll+r

return(j)

7Rl n+1 EnilidEEdIDERLT.
R4 PREEREROZ:OOERMEK t[:] (ISO PAD 12k 3
FLaR)
Fig.4 Recursive function t[¢] for making a P-segment
table.

DEPEZEBLIEICE T, ERTES. Lido
T, LEDO1IFi+1 55 2HHXEOERKD T
THHEPH, i+1 PORERELE>TEHNL I L
TEL. LoL, 2O, j i+l hblEo
T, MOT zfi] £ z)j] LH2HTHAIIECTFET
5. Lo, KM [4,5] 13 2 50F 25894
XETH5.

(23) j=n+1DLE, i DOIAT AHHXMEI
BELR. Z2¥%20I1E, [i,7] % z[i] 56T 5%
EWEXEE TRIE, 2] £ 2] THB. Lz
T, WWMEDIREEME L &0, «ff'] 137VITYX
ABIZXoTn+1PENCAEYEF TR IEER S
T\, O

A3 A PXEREROSEEICET S8
FIERA

4 OFFBEE R 1LV BRI T HE PRE
REERT B, 727201, th] OFERIELILL ¢[j]
(j>1i) OBERETD > CEHEBAL TS, Fiin' >n
2t LT tn'] 12id, Bk P IXfEoTail ($4bb
n+1) 2WHFEL THL.

FRLBEIELT on+ 1] UBEOELREL TS
(HDLTDH. r>0Thb. M4 OBFEOEREN
M1O7VITIALERETHEILIFHL»TH
%9,

9, Al =tl]+r B Tt OfEx i =
n—1,...,1 DIETEHET HHEIE ¢ KOWTEBICE
Tand Q DEEE ct(i) TET. 8512 cands(i) %
RO EHICEHRT D, ZAUIEIEL t[i] EATHIOREEICE
WG, i+l BLT i+ 1]+, tftli+1]+7]+7, ... ,nil F
O, Thbb hOfi+1), hl[i+1], h2[i+1],. .., nil
72 E->TEHETEZEROME (nil 3EEHV) T
H5H. ZOMEE Q DETEBD LEERT.

tin+ 1] 225 OEHIZH VDT cands(n) <1 TH
5. tfi] OFHEE, T QUi+ 1) AR EADS
ti+1]+7r 25 nil FTOEGEL 2L 55, FOEP

June 1997

TRFIET A, Lzdt> TR (1) BRELT 5.

ct(t) < cands(i). 1)
%72, ti] = ROV 1] X ) FRORK (2) p9RZ
T5.

cands(i — 1) = 1+ cands(i) — (ct(z) — 1)

= 2 + cands(i) — ct(3). (2)

iU, tf] RO LN LICE Y FOREDED
OEGIHNT: hlj] A i—1 P OHEE BHRE PXEO
GBROBEHI OB SN L2 BRT S, LR (2)
DT ONT, 205 n FTOMEL L L,

n

Z cands(i — 1)

=2
n

=2(n—1)+ i cands(i) — Y ct(s) (3)

=2 =2
kb, LdoT

n n—1

Z cands(i — 1) — Z cands(7)
=2(n —1) + cands(n) — 2”: ct(1). (4)
=2
EREEHTS L

cands(l) <2n—1-— th(i).
=2
£3XQ) &0,
ct(1) < cands(l) <2n—1— th(z)
=2
@iKE:d@SQn—L
i=1
Thbb On) THbH. LLA ct(i) D amortized
time bound 132 THh 5. LT PXEFEROFE
i3 O(n) BEDPDAR-ATHDILIRENT
O
(PR 8 4 6 A 28 HEAY)
(ERL 94 A 3 HiRER)
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