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Development and Application of Groupware
for a New Idea Generation Consistent Support System
with a Card Type Database

TAKAYA YUIZONO,t JUN MUNEMORItt and YOJI NAGASAWA¢®

We have been developed GUNGEN (groupware for a new idea generation consistent sup-
port system) which supports the consistent KJ method. The consistent KJ method means the
‘broad sense’ and ‘cumulative’ KJ method here. The broad sense KJ method needs collecting
data before the KJ method. The cumulative KJ method is to iterate the KJ method for com-
plex and large number of data. The GUNGEN has Wadaman which is a card-type database
for an intelligent productive work. The GUNGEN has some functions to do the KJ method
with Wadaman; gathering card data, selecting card data to make an idea, and referring the
original card of an idea, etc. In this time, we applied the GUNGEN to the broad sense KJ
method with seminar reports (progressive reports) stored on Wadaman to examine a research
direction. The result of its application shows that an important function which supports the

KJ method with a card-type database is to select the contents of card data by user freely.
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Fig. 7 Experimental system and its process.
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Fig. 8 Hierarchy chart to evaluate a conclusion sentence.
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Table 2 Result of the KJ method with seminar reports stored in Wadaman.
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Table 3 The number of ideas made of seminar reports data written by B4-A.
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Fig. 9 Summaries of conclusion sentences.
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