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Short-time Local Precipitation Nowcasting System: MyWeather
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A precipitation nowcasting system has been devised that predicts short-time local precipita-
tion from weather radar images and distributes the forecasts by the Internet and FAX. A new
prediction method is proposed by combining artificial neural networks and spatiotemporal im-
age processing. First, the growth and decay of precipitation fields are predicted by artificial
neural networks, which discern mapping rules of radar image patterns between consecutive
frames from the last three hours of radar images. Next, each precipitation field is divided into
segments with the same motion and their moving speeds are estimated. Finally, forecasted
images are produced by moving the output images obtained from the neural networks by the
estimated motion. This method can predict the onset of precipitation accurately. For 2 hour
lead time, it is 1.1 times more accurate than the conventional cross-correlation method. The
prediction is converted to the forecasts of precipitation strength for up to 2 hours later on
the small mesh size of 2.5km x 2.5 km. People can access the forecasts through WWW home
pages as well as through FAX. Since the forecasts are made every five minutes using the most
recent radar images, people can know real-time weather information easily.
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Fig. 2 Cross correlation method. (a) Cross correlation,
(b) Linear extrapolation.
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Fig. 4 Neural networks for precipitation nowcasting.

5.

2.3 —a1—0O&%
MEAREIC BT 5 RKEOMEL BT 57201,
BRREFIE— 2 —SVRy FEHWEH - BEEO
FETFUFEIFREENLDD,

COFEOEHE LT, Za—F Wiy DFEEH
EEHWCERKROZELE HEIICHERT 5720, B
AIBOER - HiB% EOTFRNCHET 2 EMmET 4
HL LW erEHiFonsd, £/, ma—FNRv
FEL-FEREICERICERBTAIEICLY, Kb
BIZBI2EADET AN, FOHEICBITIMED
RIS R L BB TELI LR DITONS,

ZOFRETE, WO, Bl e t+5 (Sl oL —
FHEEZ 1ty POAEHT -0 L, ThiH
Ty V352 TRKBOE X 2381 5. 8%,
KEBOV—FHEBEEANL, fiMEFHEOAILY
50 H%OFREL -y EEFEON, ZOTFTHERTE
BELABTAZEICED, 109~3BHUBEOL -5
BT FUT 5.

AEFFE T, FRBEOBKEIL, 2OEEOHS
KB DEABOEEL ST A LIREL, AT-PHE-
HOBIZ25-3-1 D2y b 2FOZ2—-I VR Y
FERAVE (B4). SOoZa—-Fviky b EL—%
Eifg LOBBTFRICEFICERE L BATFHET VE



1120 TR S 7R SCRS

Mar. 1999

Segment #2

Centroids

L
A, 50 B

(a)Satiotemporal velocity field of echo cells. l | (b)Segmentation of velocity field into segments. J | (c)Tracking each centroid of segments.

B5 Ay oOREER
Fig. 5 Process of the segment method.

Awvi: (R4).

LL%EDS, —a—FVARYy POARIZIBETFHT
1, BABOZALIITFRTE 225, BABOBEIHS
AR FRATERVE VI BEIDH 5.

3. —a—0O-tJALMNE

HEICBTAERFEOLE L v, HEMBREE,
BABEOTALETRT A LB THS. T2, &
KIROBY & % EHEICHEETERVEWVIED D S.
IR LT, =a—0FRE, BRKEORILZ TR
THIELIITELN, BRICBET 5 BARE Lo
LT, BEIEA 2T TFRHTEI LAl TELRY. £
T, MEMBEEEZRHELT, BABREECEEE:T
BT AVMIIHELT, S AV T EOEENRY
P ERDBEEE LS AV M E (UTTIR, 7%
VhEE) REETA. FLT, Sa—OETTFHILE
FeAkigE s AV METHONEERY P VIZED
BhToa—a—kr A NEERETA.

3.1 ALK

B AV METIE, Ta—RVOREESTFORM
B, ZRELECESESEL, BEORRIEHK
DEFEKIR (27 AV P EER) RHBTS. ZhICK
NII—LVOBYE LRABOBE 2 THTE, &
ERERERBOBERELHEETS.

AFETIE, V-FEEETTY 7 (20 EE x 20
WE) HEL, 7oy 7ENTREBORHE, v/
AV MNOBE, kT AL P OFEENT P NVHEEELT
). FORBEOFTHIHE, HET 5.

3.1.1 IJ—tIDEEEDFE

7, BHSH-EEOH T V-0 L —FHigh
DET Y 71IBNWT, BF%EE (30 EFE x 30 H
) 2ROy 2wy F AL YRB (a) IR

6 &7 AvhEONEBRIIBTLEROB. (a) ANEE,
(b) HEEH, (c) Sz X2 b

Fig. 6 Illustrative example of intermediate results of the
segment method. (a) Input radar image, (b) Opti-
cal flow, (c) Extracted segments.

FTEICTI— L LOREEERD S,
REROMEMBEE L B L, RFE~yF 7%
FoTWwaizd, BIZLa— b VOBEERSTOALE
BIENTEL, 72, TIa—LVOER - B &
BRECIYVRELBRENRY FVEIESN AL Z LT
HOHH, FORBITOYy JRIKAL DI, &F
LLTHRRE LI I VOEEEIEETX 5.
E6(b) 1, K 6(a) TRTL—FHKLZFDHD
L—FEg,roHME L a -k VOREERTH 5.
3.1.2 T ALbADRE
RiZ, La—-tVOREFHICETE, BAKREEEK
DRGZBLHEZTHES AV MIHE TS, 200,
Z2lRg, BEMCEE T T Oy JHTHEUT 5 8E



Vol. 40 No. 3

BErEo7 Uy 2 HAe LERER 5 (b) WRT X
DICHEEEEI LS AV M E LTHET S, 20
DEEHNY bV Vi, Vo OBBE C(V,,Va) &
LT, RIMNORIDFHL ZOEHFRI PVOR
Lokt

2|V — V|
Vi V2| @)

rHV, LEWECIVER, sEENEHETS. &
DRECX WVEEOFR ERE SOBEUE % FRICEE
fliT5ZEATEDL, T/, EFK - BREEDARE
BRI, BELEIRL-2hm, REORZMPVEL
THREIABDIZ, SREBRWEELZET XAV D
AWMU TES. 3BEBTRREVAT LT, LEwn
fEE L TREBMICRD 2 0.5 2 7z,

B6(c) i, B6(a) ZRT L —FEfE ZDRIER
HWEhi-L—FEBRLEOEET6 7L —2G, 0B L
2R AV NTHL. BEMEOLS AV M3 Ohli
ShTwa,

3.1.3 BT AN DEENTMIVOWE

R, B5(c) KRT LI, H7L—alBnT
BADYXT AV NOELEZEEL, 207V —ABT
DELOENDFHEL 7 A+ OBEERY b VE
WETh. LaL, ¥ AV OBMEBOE N I
7 Av b OBBOMIZ, TI—-0ER - HR- EREE
IZEoTHET S, i, BABEIEFHEEOHEIZIE,
R HBICL AREPBEOZRI DI REVD
12, BERZ P NVEHBEEOHEENS M ILE LTFHE
2iFH L, BEMEARLTLE) LWIREFD 5.

2T, @ADL AV MZOWTITaA—-F 4T D
HAEIT, BB HESHAHEICITET AV
DEENT P VERHEEOREERS P VvE L, Sk
CHWFENLBEICRETS AV N OBEIEEZ O LT
LU BT S,

IITR, TI-F AT RHHTE0IL, KDL
I RIRERT2TA.

BE1 BEHOLS 2V FOEMEOEMNEL,
BEROLT AV OBINBEORNE (£BK - HiR
RECIAREBEED) LRI

RE2 BEHOLS AV FOEINBII—EDS
MICEET AEM D, ‘

ZOREICETE, ROK (2), B) TKENnB2D
DEGERIZTEEDRAZ T XAV 2BEMEL L,
FRDMND L ik, BEEEHKT 5.

N
>w
i

C(V1,Va) =

1
N > Vin. (2)

B - GEHMEARTFH®S AT 4 | MyWeather 1121

|30 Wil

> Wil .
2L, W; 37 V—ABTOEMIBOER RS b
VTHY, Vin, Ry ELEVE, N IZELNEMAS
BEINiz7 V- LsHOEKTHS. K (2) ITEENRY
P VOBRED L EVVE Vi LT OBREICIIEFRER
YT eaBERL, R Q) RELMEOBEOEREE
RELEMNOREEREEOY Lotk L, FOED
R, UFTOEEITIZET AV 2EHBLERRTE
2ERTS. 3ETRRE VAT AT, Vin, Ru &
L CTRERIIZRD 1.0 L 0.3 2 2R EFREW.
3.2 FHRIEHGDERR

RRIC, =2 DEOFHRREIMEL TFRER
RERTS. T 7V —akOFPHEBRYERT S HiE
EHET S, 37, BRSKRFORR L — Y i
POELADET AV kICHST SRR EB L
Ef% Bi(z,y) £2< 5. KRIZ, Bff Be(z,y) BV
T, BAEFSEOHEE (z,y) OMAEYL, —a—0f
DT 7V—rBOEFE (z,y) IS8T 5 FRIEKEIC
B &W2 -EE B (x,y) (FRIXATEZLIER) %
25, BADOES AV oW FHIRAE G,
HEESNIEENY MWV (Vie, Va,y) (BALIZHEE/ 7
L—LTh5) TR S EE Pl (z,y) %

Pl(z,y)=Bi(~T - Vie,y =T Viy) (4)
DEIEEL, BEE (z,y) BVWT, BHKEW
BAEZHEOET AV EEEL,

P (z,y) = max P (z,y) (5)

> Ry. o 3)

DEICEETHZETTHEE PT(x,y) ZHEK
T3, :
Za—-U-tF AV MECIZFHREER T (D) I
Y. ER2 OOBRKBSRE ZBEEETTHS R
570, £EE (M7()) LEUL-BELFHT
ETWwA, —F, Sa—oiiR (B7(c) &, BAR
DOBEBER LR VDI, 3EMBOTANIAEL
{ViE-Twa, 7, MEMBEFE (K7()) &,
BAROBEIIR OND DS, BABROBRIZIZLAL
L Twin,

3.3 FRIFEOMEREFTME
FRFEELCENICTMLERERS8 IORT. A
HF—7 L LT, REHROFRL—F 2HWT, 1996
£9 A05 1997 £ 5 HOBMICERN L2225,
BkOHo772 72 AFOF -5 #BWE. V-5 EIE
iEdb161 Ay V2 x B 210 2y V2D KE ST,
1 Ay ad500m MG ORI T 5. BRI



1122 BRI AT ICGGE

(b)

©

(d

2 hours later 3 hours later

7 EFRCLBTHERE. (a) EEE, (b) -0k XY
MECLBTW, (¢) =2 —1BUC L2 TFE, (d) AR
X5 FH

Fig. 7 Nowecasting results by our method (b), by the neu-

1 hour later

ral network method (c), and by the cross correla-
tion method (d) for the true radar image (a).

0~255mm/h @ 256 FEFATH 5. ELWERIE, #
POBRS LT AREOL S EEE L, il
HAZ25km Ay ok L,

¥, FHIHB|ELHVWT, Sa—O—kF AV
ME, Sa—uk, HEMABEREHEL . £0RR
M8 (a) oY, ZORKR, HEMMEEE 2 —T-
Y AV MESENRTHT, BRI KREN NI L
Wadrol. —Kh, = a—OEIEEKEOBENTH
TEZWDE, FHLENORAKBOILIZLY,
T2 RBELTRKEL LTS,

Ric, REFBTHWOLNRTWBHPE CSI
(Critical Success Index) %= HWCEHlEi§ 5. %D
BEE8(b) IZRT. CSLiE, FRILEMIE bk
Y THLEEOMEE hit, FRTRIEAD Y TH->
TRERTIIBEAR L TH o EEDMEE % false, #
OH% miss L FTHE, RADLHICERED*,

hit
CSI(%) = miss + false + hit X

ZORER, CSIDBEVIEI, —a—0#, —a—0-

L7 AV, MEMBEETH . CSLIZEADTH

100.  (6)

Mar. 1999

SEER L FHMERETH ), KRLTHE->TEHE
BEIFHITIE, BAKBROBEEISD V01T, BK
BEEP S EV= 2 - ORENIEFICER S L) B
»Ndh5b.

FIT, FH2EBENRIBEN TV LD EHR
TAHFU AT LAOFUFEL LTHRATS. LaL,
T2 BEIZONWT, Sa—0-kF Ay bEL
HAHEBERKENZVDT, FD20DFEDEHNT
CSI BV a—u—t7 AV VERRETAI LI
L7z, ZORR, kL (AL T HEMBR
EHART, T2 REBEIFET, 2 BHEEOBKIR

DOMFRHELR L0%M LS LI LN TES.

4. MyWeahter ¥ 27 L

4.1 Y RT LR

RYATALATE, VY HEESBEBEINET (5
STL) CFWERBEETL, 2R, BF ORI
OELOBT L ERE L - FUIEREER TSI L ET
BEICL7z2, KVAF L, H9IWWRT LI, FRO
3ERFELOBRINTVE, DT, BREL—-FELT,
3IMTHRANALREBXORR LV —F EHVIHEE
Ble LCHHBET 5.

42 A H %

V=¥ F— ¥ ZET -, SOF—-F2 55T
WKRETA. —a—9VEiy VLV EZEFES
¥ A0, EHBICGEHI S -V - EGEPLE
LB, LLads, R, sHRZHOTE LI
L OAREMBICEHISh 2 5E40H5. 22T, L—
FF— 2BV =T, VBT I YTV ER
ROV~ ERICERTLRMNELEL TS,

43 ¥ A %

Za—O-kS Ay MEEAWEE - PR —NT
i, 22— I W3Ry MIEAEBIE HERTLE
EFh. FIT, BERFEBTALIY XL ENTE
EREoERILERILZLICEY, T—2 AT -3

* CSIi}, FHIFEEMECHET2L00ETHY, —0
B RICIAEAE L, oW B IC{ b ) ittdd 5,
FORRE, FREEMIFL LICHBALLTHLBIHEEE
RTwinwI ¥, miss DIFIC L § CSI OFHERDOHEFATK &
L BDRTVWIETHE. Z0D, CSIV%AFRFENE
BEIRTWA., PRy, Pl UK L AEEROBEH D
LEHRIHNT IEELEHTIE, RRV—FEHVLTHE
EOMHERII Q0BRBEL 25, NIRRT AFLELT
A LEHEERTHS, LaL, FREENIL bICBKRZLD
WA, OBMEOBMPEUCHSTERMICE WD, FRFE
DEVIC L ZHPEOEZ I%KRBICL ), FHFEORLEL
PHELIL R D, 20k, FHFHEORBNLOIC, CSI
PHWLR TV,



Vol. 40 No. 3 B - EEEERTHY AT A . MyWeather 1123

=} 0

o~ N

=—fr— (CrossCorrelation —fr—CrossCorrelation
==0== Segment+NN =0 Segment+NN
~ —O= Neural Network S =——O== Neural Network
o
p— N
b O
% —
<

£ g °
w <
E - -
=) =

]

- o

Ave of rain : 1.416[mm/h]
< . . ; < . . § -
0.5 1 1.5 2 0.5 1 1.5 2
Prediction Time [hour] Prediction Time [hour]
@ (b)

H8 HREOFMALR. (a) ki, (b)#HHECSI
Fig. 8 Errors in precipitation amount (a) and CSI (b).

Learning &

Forecast
www

server

Data gatherin T
g 9 | prediction | Distribution
i R,

|

Weather radar |

|

Learning & { |

prediction |

|

|

|

1

[Ethernet”

|
|
|
|
| |server
|
|
I
}

9 VAT LM
Fig. 9 System architecture.

> (Sun Enterprise 3000, 4CPU) ZHWT, T
DEE - FRREEETTHOICH 35 FTERT T
ZLEERLE. FRHOER, &2y VY 20BKED
EIXEHLE LTHDENS.

44 B E ®

V-SRI ZDE ERET 5 DICIIFERIFEL T
K2, #2T, THRWWW H—1TiL, £, 5 xv
Va xb Ay T aDEKENEHELFHEL T 2.5km
WED1 Xy okt s, &6, BKERFL O
L) B VARIVEICERRT 5.

FHE, - TFREREZMY 2ve S, B
CRFOTIERIREINZZEPFEE LW, 22
T, CGI (Common Geteway Interface) % A\:T,
2=FDY 7T AMIBLT, BESRFHRL -
W LT, O FHREREELERLT, 1>
F—2y POWWW »ORETEVAT AEREL

1 BAXEDOLVANVE

Table 1 Definition of precipitation levels.
VARVE | BKE (mm/h) Fee7k o IR 7E
0 0 Rk L
1 <1 N -]
2 1< <4 FHRED
3 4< <16 RRFGVED
4 16 < <32 D
5 32< <64 BLWED
6 64 < FRICB LV EED

7z, PHRERT WWW EHECRRL7Z2HZE 10 12
i
ELICEERLLT, 714 A - KEICERLTVS
Yo7 Vi ETH 5 FAX 25 FHREMY e
BEHCL. FDLDIZ, FRWWW H—3Lkig,
Ad RO FAX T AT AAA-TVDF—L =T}
FER L TBL. =¥ MyWeahter > A7 A% B
TR L, BEHAY VAT IVRI—2D
Aoa—FEBRANTE. ThHE, AF4T7H =N
A5, LSRR L - FREE (HTML) % FAX 1
A=VIERLT, 2—FOFAX CHATA. @11
i3, FHEE®O FAX NOEHFITH 5.
FAX 2 X 2 FHOBEOERYME LTTROEND
Fohb.
o FHIIEHIE, BN, BT, 304, 1M, 905
BOFHERT AMdH 1K TRET 3.
o BN, BEFEGE, AR, F—</8—2, TVIBLRE
DBFTTIREL, 2.5km X v ¥ 2 DBHORRE



1124 BRI 2 AR

Hetsoaps 1996/08/22 0845 R T IEARD 3 OSE 1

S He
wy 1RO HORE BuBO RORY BLOKD RLWEY
T T e T e et

=

* TS &
'\‘ (
i
L L
. h
P -
Z s
: e
b A
o
- X%
; maE
i
- < " |
§ RO Sl o
: - « P
LA e T

B10 A ¥¥—4v M LBFHEBRORRG
Fig. 10 Example of forecast displayed by the Internet.
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Fig. 11 Example of forecast output by FAX.
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Table 2 Error in precipitation level.
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Fig. 12 Comparison with AMeDAS data.
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