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Synthesis of Low Power Circuits
Combining CMOS /Pass Transistor Logic

KENGO TAKATA,tt CHIKATERU JINNO,8 NOBUTAKA KUROKI,*
MASAHIRO NuMA,t KAzZUO TAKIt and KEISUKE YAMAMOTO

Logic functions can be implemented with fewer transistors based on the pass transistor
logic (PTL) than on the static CMOS logic in many cases, but not always. For simple func-
tions such as (N)OR and (N)AND, static CMOS logic circuits can often be implemented
with fewer transistors than PTL. In order to reduce transistor counts for lower power dissi-
pation, we propose a method to synthesize logic circuits combining CMOS and PTL based
on the decomposition graph obtained as the result of simple disjunctive decomposition for a
given logic function. Based on the decomposition graph, we implement simple functions with
CMOS logic. On the other hand, we implement the other functions with PTL based on sliced
BDD (Binary Decision Diagram) to reduce buffer counts. On a set of 40 MCNC benchmarks,
our method has synthesized circuits with lower power dissipation by 27% than area-oriented
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CMOS, and by 12% than SPL.
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Table 1 Transistor counts of various circuits.
SPL
oo CMOS oo 0o oo
Ooo0oo0 00O ooooo ot
NOR2 4 2 2 3 7
NOR3 6 4 4 3 11
XOR2 10 4 2 3 9
XOR3 20 6 6 3 15
MUX2 12 2 2 3 7
MUX3 20 4 4 3 11
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Fig.1 NOR2 circuit examples.
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Fig.2 Replacement of BDD nodes
with CMOS gates in PCCL.

000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000O0000
0000000 CMOSOOOO0OO0O000000 2(a)
000000000000000000000000
00000000000 0000000000000
CMOSODOO0O0D0 2(a)0 « 0000 BDD OO
000000000000000000000000
000000 (N)ORO(NJANDOOOODOOODOOD
000000 2(b)0000000 ¢« 000000
000000000000000000000000
cMOSOD0OO0O0O0000000000

00000 CcMOSOODOOO000oOOo'™oon
OO0O0O00 CMOSOOOO0OO0O000ODOOOO0ODn
0O CMOSOOO0O00OO0O0OOOD0OOOODOOODOOO
000000000000000000000000
000000000D000000 CMOSOOO0O0D
000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000
0000000000 7) 0000000000000
00000000000000000000O0000
000000000000000000000 CMOS
000000000000000000000000
oooooooooon

00000000000000000000000
0000000000 CMOS/00000000000
00000000000000000PCCLOOOO
0000000000000000000CMOSOO
00 (N)OROD(N)ANDOODODOODOODOOODOOO
ooooocMOSOOOOOOOoooooot!?
0000000O00BDDOOODOO PCCLOODOO
0000000 CMOSOO0OO0000O0000000
00000000000000000000 BDDO
0¥®O0000000000000000000000
000000000000000 CMOS/00000
000000000000000000000000
00000000000000



Vol. 42 No. 4

NIRRT 5T DVERR

CMOS EHLH
DRELERK

WA S ES
NBFFOWRE

@l """"" { .

IRRNT RS ORC;
FEHEOE K

OR Y7 VY)— 2/, b
03 O0OOooooooo 04 0000000
Fig.3 Overview.

Fig.4 Decomposition graph.
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Fig.5 CMOS subcircuits. after replacement.
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Table 2 Transistor counts.

oo | 00 o0OlsPLO
00 |[CMOSSPL| 00O
aluz | 10 6| 1109 410 403] 0.36 0.98] 0.99
apex6 |135 99 | 1958 1741 1541| 0.79 0.89| 0.81

0oo0 |00 00|CMOS SPL

bl 3 4 14 14 13| 0.93 0.93| 0.69
b9 41 21 335 395 329| 0.98 0.83]| 0.82
c8 28 18 354 245 251 0.71 1.02| 0.76
cc 21 20 166 171 148| 0.89 0.87| 0.69

cht 47 36 440 364 354| 0.80 0.97| 0.99
cml138a 6 8 76 75 76| 1.00 1.01| 0.11
cmlbla | 12 2 70 43 43| 0.61 1.00| 1.00
cml63a | 16 5 118 100 102| 0.86 1.02| 0.69
cm42a 4 10 80 95 78| 0.98 0.82| 0.10
cm82a 5 3 66 50 49| 0.74 0.98| 1.00
cm85a 11 3 132 109 103| 0.78 0.94| 0.98

cmb 16 4 98 119 76| 0.78 0.64| 0.00
cordic 23 2 196 214 204| 1.04 0.95| 0.66
count 35 16 452 312 380| 0.84 1.22| 0.64

cu 14 11 159 134 153| 0.96 1.14| 0.46
decod 5 16 114 146 128| 1.12 0.88| 0.06

example2| 85 66 969 937 908| 0.94 0.97| 0.80

f51m 8 8 315 159 161| 0.51 1.01| 0.96
frgl 28 3 162 203 220| 1.36 1.08| 0.82
i2 201 1 705 1589 574 0.81 0.36] 0.11
i3 132 6 380 634 428| 1.13 0.68]| 0.00
i4 192 6 628 874 688| 1.10 0.79]| 0.00
lal 26 19 279 274 285| 1.02 1.04| 0.58
1dd 9 19 258 210 265| 1.03 1.26| 0.46

majority 5 1 34 25 25| 0.74 1.00| 1.00
parity 16 1 150 93 98| 0.65 1.05( 0.91
pcle 19 9 210 195 198| 0.94 1.02| 0.68
pcler8 27 17 277 292 322| 1.16 1.10| 0.50
pml 16 13 132 148 132| 1.00 0.89| 0.30
t481 16 1 106 95 95| 0.90 1.00( 0.66
terml 34 10 377 349 334| 0.89 0.96| 0.77
ttt2 24 21 527 341 386| 0.73 1.13| 0.82
unreg 36 16 276 216 216| 0.78 1.00| 1.00

x1 51 35 921 1240 983| 1.07 0.79]| 0.55
x2 10 7 137 101 109| 0.80 1.08| 0.54
x3 135 99 | 1957 1627 1547| 0.79 0.95| 0.82
x4 94 71| 1106 1550 879 0.79 0.57| 0.67
z4ml 7 4 100 74 74| 0.74 1.00| 0.97
oooo - - | 234.8 216.6 200.7| 0.85 0.93| 0.56
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Table 3 Delay and power dissipation.
oo 0000 [ns] 0000 [pW]
CMOS SPL 0OOOO 0oo/CMOS 0OO/SPL [CMOS SPL 0OO0OOO| 00/CMOS 0OO/SPL

alu2 3.23 3.22 349 1.08 1.09 401.9 136.6 146.6 0.36 1.07
apex6 1.76 231 299 1.70 1.29 569.0 542.5  456.0 0.80 0.84
bl 0.22 0.16 0.15 0.69 0.91 4.9 3.8 3.8 0.78 1.01
b9 1.10 2.37 1.83 1.67 0.77 90.8 99.0 90.3 0.99 0.91
c8 2.11 146 1.46 0.69 1.00 123.8 73.9 61.6 0.50 0.83
cc 1.07 0.62  0.50 0.47 0.82 56.8 50.1 40.9 0.72 0.81
cht 0.86 0.62 0.52 0.61 0.85 165.7 110.0 104.4 0.63 0.95
cm138a 0.69 0.67 0.43 0.63 0.64 13.8 8.4 11.8 0.85 1.39
cmlbla 0.82  0.50 0.56 0.68 1.12 22.2 13.1 13.1 0.59 1.00
cm163a 1.04 0.88 0.89 0.86 1.01 34.0 27.7 24.9 0.73 0.90
cmd42a 0.39 0.70 0.49 1.27 0.71 20.4 16.3 13.7 0.67 0.84
cm82a 0.72 0.66 0.54 0.75 0.82 27.2 15.5 15.8 0.58 1.02
cm85a 1.55 1.34 1.30 0.84 0.97 49.1 30.3 30.0 0.61 0.99
cmb 0.68 3.17  0.62 0.92 0.20 14.0 20.4 9.1 0.65 0.45
cordic 1.36 6.77  2.38 1.75 0.35 64.5 48.6 42.9 0.66 0.88
count 4.57 1.21  2.18 0.48 1.80 125.6 72.4 80.7 0.64 1.12
cu 1.05 1.92 1.29 1.23 0.67 44.0 25.2 32.3 0.73 1.28
decod 0.58 0.64 0.45 0.78 0.70 23.5 21.4 19.8 0.84 0.93
example2 2.08 3.46 4.14 1.99 1.20 231.5 1984  187.9 0.81 0.95
f51m 2.72 1.15 1.05 0.39 0.92 141.5 55.3 58.9 0.42 1.07
frgl 1.22 795 4.60 3.77 0.58 53.2 59.3 61.4 1.15 1.03
i2 1.50 19.03 2.29 1.53 0.12 96.2  293.8 73.3 0.76 0.25
i3 0.95 4.25 0.73 0.77 0.17 104.3  142.7 106.1 1.02 0.74
i4 1.47 7.14 1.47 1.00 0.21 199.0 278.2 198.4 1.00 0.71
lal 2.50 4.30 1.20 0.48 0.28 77.9 59.3 54.9 0.70 0.93
1dd 1.93 142 0.95 0.49 0.67 72.6 60.4 73.1 1.01 1.21
majority 0.61 042 0.34 0.55 0.81 10.8 7.6 7.8 0.72 1.03
parity 1.51  3.22 1.23 0.82 0.38 72.4 36.3 37.4 0.52 1.03
pcle 0.82 0.73 1.18 1.43 1.61 50.5 48.6 46.4 0.92 0.95
pcler8 1.20 1.71  0.98 0.82 0.57 59.7 75.5 70.7 1.18 0.94
pml 0.73 142 0.92 1.25 0.64 31.5 31.2 24.2 0.77 0.78
t481 0.78 3.55 1.25 1.61 0.35 31.8 29.7 27.3 0.86 0.92
term1l 1.61 7.45 2.77 1.72 0.37 118.6  107.7 79.6 0.67 0.74
ttt2 1.58 4.55 1.92 1.21 0.42 176.5 108.7 110.5 0.63 1.02
unreg 1.00 3.25 3.25 3.26 1.00 91.6 65.7 65.7 0.72 1.00
x1 1.31 6.18 3.33 2.55 0.54 246.9 338.5 238.4 0.97 0.70
x2 0.72 0.83 1.09 1.52 1.32 32.6 24.0 26.7 0.82 1.11
x3 1.57 239 3.51 2.24 1.47 590.7 520.5  463.3 0.78 0.89
x4 1.78 3.20 1.78 1.00 0.56 345.6  562.1  252.6 0.73 0.45
z4ml 0.90 0.99 0.99 1.10 1.00 41.3 24.6 24.6 0.59 1.00
oooo 1.16 1.84 1.21 1.04 0.66 68.3 56.5 49.9 0.73 0.88
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