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Enhancing Creativity through Activating Recall

KENRO AIHARAT and KoIcHI HORIt

In this paper, we propose a method and its implementation to aid the process of creative
thought. The objective of this research is to enhance the human creativity with computers.
This paper deals with a scientific creativity. In order to aid the process of creative thought,
we have implemented a system named En Passant 2, which stores the user’s research notes.
The user can put his/her own mark as an index onto his/her notes in the system. The unique
feature of En Passant 2 lies in the function to deal with indices and a time attribute of the
user’s thought explicitly. Using indices and time information, the system shows the user’s
notepads related to his/her awareness of the issues. The recall of his/her memories in present
context makes a collision of two contexts, and that triggers the user’s creativity. We have
carried out several experiments and show the results.
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Fig.1 Proposed process model of creative thought
(based on Geneplore Model (Finke, et al., 1992)).
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