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Internationalization in crime

nose at us.

and attempts to sell them in this country.

true sense, i.e., of cooperation.

are fading in the criminal world, too.

we hope , the responses reinforced.

As though in anticipating of its first anniversary this week, crime fans have been indulged these past weeks with daily new
developments - speculations, if nothing else - in the investigation unraveling the spectacular ¥333 million robbery of a cash
delivery van in Yurakucho, the heart of Tokyo, on November 25, 1986.

The biggest cash robbery in Japanese history contains all the elements of the fictional genre except, so far, sex. It is as though
perpetrators deliberately left that plethora of clues to thrill the law abiding public... and, it must be remembered, to thumb their

From the inception , of course, there was the fundamental element of the foreign identity of the suspected criminals, which was
guaranteed to fascinate the Japanese especially. How exotic that they turn out to be French !

But the central point of mystery has been whether all those carefully laid plans could have been
worked out without the participation of Japanese.

Japanese suspect, who had met the two alleged leaders of the Yurakucho heist in a French prison, has
been arrested. His apparent complicity has expanded the case to take in the theft of famous paintings from French museums

No, says almost everyone, and indeed one

The National Police Agency made internationalization of crime the theme of its recently issued annual white paper, pointing
out a fivefold increase in foreigners arrested and, as well, the growing incidence of Japanese involved in crimes abroad, such as
murder for insurance and trafficking by yakuza in guns and drugs. But the ¥333 million robbery is different- international in the

Crime has never known borders, except to labor under the same language and custom handicaps as legitimate enterprises. These
But if international cooperation is growing among criminals, so must it also among law and peace

enforcers. We are pleased to see that this is not lacking in this case, in which the resources of Interpol,
the world police agency headquarters in Paris, are being well applied.

So the more the world changes, the more it remains the same. That is, the more its needs are reiterated and,
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In-Depth Understanding, the




