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Efficient Management of Group Administratorsin a Group
M anagement System

SAYAKO SHIMIZU™?  MASAYOSHI TODA™
YASUO OKABE™

“Group” is a concept commonly used in online services in order to restrict Web access or to manage mailing lists. The concept is
widely shared in our society, but it is not easy to manage members in uniform manner since the definition of each groups is
different from others, in terms of the purpose, the size and the duration. The authors have proposed a scheme to manage groups
systematically and efficiently based on integrated identity management infrastructure. The proposed system makes up for short
points in the Grouper groups management system developed by Internet2. We aim the system so that it can manage groups in our
real society as is. In this paper, we propose a new mechanism to perform authority transfer among group administrators
efficiently, taking into account of group continuity. In conventional group management systems, groups are deleted when group
administrators become absent. The system administrator should handle such an exception when continuation is necessary for
business. In actual operation, there are many groups of which the continuity is needed to be ensured. Thus we propose a
mechanism that a system administrator can specify such a groupfiiahgroup. In official groups we make it possible to

specify group administrators by users’ attributes. When a group administrator have been transferred to other, the authority is
transferred to new group administrators smoothly, and burden of the system administrator and group administrators is reduced.
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