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A Feasibility Study and Trial Practice on
Social Education for Adults in a Local Community,
regarding Information Literacy and Information Ethics

Takushi Otamit1 Takahiro Hage'tTz Yosuke Ikehata™
Tadashi Sato™ Hideaki Takagi' Shinji Yamane™

This paper proposes a feasibility study and a trial practice on social education for adults in a local community, with
regard especially to information literacy and information ethics. Restricting and surveilling children’s use of
information and communication technology (ICT)—such as the internet, social networking services, and
smartphones—are generally believed to contribute to risk reduction with regard to that ICT use. However, the mere
restriction and surveillance of children’s ICT use might lead to disturbances in and a blunting of the development
of children’s moral autonomy, thus preventing them from adapting to the digital society. As an information ethicist,
Mathiesen (2013) instead argues that parents or teachers should frankly and closely talk with children about their
ICT use in daily life, to mitigate risk pertaining to ICT use and aid in the development of their moral autonomy.
Mathiesen calls such a process “social co-use” or “interactive meditation.” In such cases, parents and teachers must
first have information literacy and a general knowledge of information ethics. We plan to design a model of social
education for adults with respect to information literacy and information ethics, in order to foster “social co-use”
or “interactive meditation” between adults and children in a local community.
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