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Developmental transition of infants’ spontaneous behaviors and
social referencing in the gaze-contingent paradigm

HIDEYUKI TAKAHASHI™

MICHIKO MIYAZAKI

How does a young infant become a social agent? This process is one of big mysteries in the developmental science. For
elucidating this process, we have developed a gaze contingent paradigm named “image-scratch task” and we have compared
spontaneous and social behaviors among four-, eight- and eighteen-month-old infants by this task. In this paper, we suggest a
conceptual model for the developmental process of spontaneous behaviors on the basis of our findings in the image-scratch task.
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