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Characteristics of the Japanese Conjunction “de” in Spontaneous Speech

KiMiKO OHTAt and HITOSHI ISAHARA'

The conjunction “de” is often used in spontaneous Japanese speech. It mainly serves to
connect phrases, and also performs a number of other functions. For example, it often serves
as a clue word in the punctuation of phrases. To ascertain the characteristics of “de”, we
extracted the parts of speech used just before and after it, and analyzed the relationship be-
tween it and other conjunctions based on information about its appearance within the context
of a corpus. The results obitained that “de” functions mainly as a connect or parallel phrases,
and that the role it plays is similar to that of other Japanese conjunctions such as “soshite”,

“tadashi”, and “sate”.
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Table 1 Conjunctions and their frequencies.
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Table 2 Rate of the parts of speech used just before and

after “de”.

ogd Oo00%0 000 %0
ooo 2.94 26.13
oo 0.06 0.76
ooo 0.00 0.92
ooo 0.32 0.53

ooooo 2.44 0.00
oo 25.93 0.24
ooo 63.84 0.24
ooo 0.22 3.32
ooo 0.38 0.00
ooo 0.00 1.22
ooo 0.03 16.09
oo 1.77 1.32
oo 0.13 7.93
oo 1.90 27.97
ooo 0.03 13.36
ooog 0.00 0.00

03 0O0ooo
Table 3 Component loadings.
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0 1 2 3 4
ooooo

0100 20000000000000DO0O
First and second principal component score.

05

ooooo

ooo

oooo
oo

oo

pooo GO0

0 poo
oo oo 0 5gooo
ooo D]DDDD
po OO
oo

oo |

-25

o2
Fig. 2

0000 }0{0000000}000000000000
000000MO0mMOO000000000000000
0000O0{000000}0{000000}00000
0000000200000 3000000000000
000000000000000000000000000
004000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000
0000D00D00000000 {00000 }000000

ooooo

0200 3000000000000000

Second and third principal component score.

{000000D jo0o0ooo

oooooooooooooo0ooooooooooon
O0O00o0o0o0oO000o000o00000o0o00400000

Oct. 2003

04 0000O0O0O0DOO1978000
Table 4 Typology of coherence relation.
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