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Mental Sickness which is detected in N.V.Gogol’s style

AKINORI SERI™

The purpose of this paper is to clarify when N.V.Gogol’s styles in his letters changed, in order to find the reason of Gogol's
mental sickness. We use the length of a sentence and the length of each word in a letter as the feature of Gogol's style. We
surveyed changes of these features in Gogol's letters that were written between 1820 and 1852. It became clear that from 1847
sentence length became greater in Gogol’s letters. In this period, ‘Selected Passages from Correspondence with his Friends” was
published. As a result, we came to reach the conclusion that Gogol's mental sickness occurred after publishing ‘Selected Passages
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from Correspondence with his Friends’.
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