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[Invited Talk]
Attempt at Normalization of Yi Script -
Case Study of Dialectic Yi Script in Yunnan

Kazunobu Fukuda'

In China, there are many “minority” ethnic groups using non-Hanzi writing system. Some groups use the writing systems which
are widely used in the external culture out of China; Latin, Arabic or Thai script, but others have their own writing system. Yi
living in Yunnan, Sichuan, Guizhou and Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region is the ethnic group whose language is
Tibeto-Burman and script is their own logographic script. In the Liangshan region, Yi script was normalized from logographic to
syllabic script since 1970s and the normalized Yi script for Liangshan region is already included in ISO/IEC 10646 and Unicode
on 1999. Today, most versions of Mac OS X and Microsoft Windows are sold with pre-installed Yi script. However, it is only for
the dialect in Liangshan region. How about the dialects in other region? This presentation introduces the attempt at normalization
of Yi script in Yunnan region.
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