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An analysis system for global digital divide observation

Yuki Arai Katsuko T. Nakahira Mikami Yoshiki

Nagaoka University of Technology

When the digital-divide between countries is discussed, those indicators which represent the
level of ICT infrastructure, such as telecommunication network penetration ratio and the number of
personal computers, are often used to evaluate the degree of the divide. But more realistic view of the
divide can only be illustrated by a set of indicators which represent not only the level of infrastructure
but also the level of actual usage of, and the benefits provided by those infrastructure. Authors are
developing such a set of indicators and are developing an integrated system to collect and compile
those set of indicators. This paper presents an outline of the three-tier (infrastructure/usage/utility)

set of indicators and the system.
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