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Kunten(dialectical information) database on Japanese classics and
religious documents

Okamoto Takaaki
Otani University, Global COE(Center Of Excellence) Program Digital
Humanities Center For Japanese Arts and Cultures,Ritumeikan
University

Handwritten by Shinran, the founder of Jodo Shinshu (True Pure Land School), Bandobon
Kyogyo shinsho is full of kunten or dialectical information. Among them, furthermore, there
are many shouten—a set of auxiliary characters and marks for reading classical Chinese
and Japanese, hard to understand unless you are a kunten specialits. In order to
understand kunten, it is necessary to organize not only what kind of kunten is attached to
the same letters and characters, but also what letters and characters can be found with the
same kunten, so that we can search them easily. Yet, doing so by taking notes takes up so
much time and energy. Moreover, even if you complete this labor-intensive task, it would
still not be so easy to look for a specific kunten on research material, based on the research,
and make references to it. We had not seen noticeable development in kunten-targeted
database up until recently. This paper, however, introduces the computer system that makes
it possible to organize, search, and display all the characters and letters in historical
documents and books, discussing its possibilities.
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