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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to discuss archives as symbolic functions. N. Goodman’s approach to art is part of a
general approach to knowledge and reality. In his view, art is not divided from science and ordinary experience
as symbol systems. Symbols classify parts of reality of us, and any symbol system is governed by syntactical
and sementical rules. This paper discusses to apply the Goodman’s theory of symbols into archival science, and
tries to find a new way of understanding key concepts of archives as one of aesthetics. Then we can see that

digital archives are archives of having the digital scheme of symbols.
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