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An Analysis of Historical Changes of

Japanese Poetic Vocabulary using Computer Modelling
—Poetic Thesaurus for the Hachidaisha (ca. 905-1205)—

Hilofumi Yamamoto
The Australian National University

Abstract

This paper addresses the methods of computer modelling of Japanese poetic
vocabulary and the analysis of the historical changes of poetic vocabulary in the
Hachidaishi anthologies. Using the poems of the Hachidaishi (the Eight Anthologies
compiled by the order of Emperors, ca. 905-1205), I generate co-occurrence patterns
consisting of any two words in each poem, and calculate the co-occurrence weight
of each pattern. I analyse the historical differences between the models of earlier
anthologies and those of later anthologies through the visualization of those models.
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