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Temporal Characteristics of Discourse in One of Ozu’s Narrative Movies

Hirokazu Sato
Graduate School of Information Science and Engineering
Tokyo Institute of Technology

This paper describes temporal characteristics of discourse taking the narrative movie film “Late Autumn” directed

by Yasujiro Ozu. The film was segmented into shots and spoken units with durational information and other
annotation tags. Various statistical analyses were conducted on the temporal data. The temporal interval of the
leading voice at the beginning of an utterance, the interval of a major juncture pause and the average length of a
spoken continuum are approximately 1.0 second in duration, which indicates that intervals of one second play
important rhythmic roles within discourses of Ozu’s film. The analyses also reveal that both average minor juncture
pauses and inter-speaker utterance pauses are around 0.5 seconds. In the latter case, the short pause is frequently
created by editing together two portrait shots. The functions of deviations from the 0.5 second inter-speaker rhythm

are also discussed from the viewpoint of modality.
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