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Regional Differences in Kanji Preference for Variant Forms
YOKOYAMA Shoichi, TAKADA Tomokazu, & YONEDA Junko
The National Institute for Japanese Language

Key words:  Kanji variant, preference, regional difference, Logistic regression analysis

The purpose of the study is to describe regional differences in kanji preference for variant forms representing the
same meaning and pronunciation. In specific, the study investigated the differences in preference for a pair of
variants, one of which represents names of places. It was expected that the participants, who reside in the given
regions, prefer the specific variant to the other. The analysis introduces a psychophysical model based on

Fechner’s law, which accounts for the preference performance based on frequencies of variants.
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