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Development of digital data providers:
two tales from the United Kingdom
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Abstract
This paper reports the histories of the two institutions which have been the forerunners of

archiving and dissemination of digital data. It takes the view that digital data are public goods
available for secondary uses, and analyses the changes in organisation and management of the
two data providers employing the theories organisation economics and economic sociology. Both
institutions were strongly influenced by changing political environment, but survived by flexibly changing
its organizational forms.
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