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Analysis of Japanese classical literature from spoken-language viewpoints
--- Case of “the tale of Heike” ---

This paper describes results of analysis of the tale of Heike, which is one of well-known Japanese classical literatures, from
spoken-language perspectives. First, statistical characteristics of phonemes extracted from the text are obtained, and the
entropies of phonemes and kana characters are calculated, and are compared with those of other classical literatures. Next,
rhythmic structures are statistically analyzed, which are formed by sequences of mora. The typical metrical patterns and the
statistics of seven-five meter and quasi-seven-five meter are reported. On the basis of the results, layered rhythmic structure

of Japanese is discussed.
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