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Digital Workbench for Supporting Anthropological Studies

YASUNORI MOTOMURA,* AKIRA KAWAKAMI, 2
KiyosHi KAWAMURA, JUN-YA MORISHITA"? and MASAKAZU OSAKIH

Since the 1980s, the criticisms against the works on Social /Cultural Anthropology and
Folklore have been aroused due to the researcher-centered interpretations of the target cul-
tures/societies. However, no concrete methods for evaluating the researchers’ interpretations
seem to have been established. As one of the solutions to this problem, the authors have
established a digital archives system to be utilized as a workbench for the researches in these
fields. The system enables the general users to append the comments, interpretations, etc., in
a subjective manner, to the original objective data provided by the researchers. By adopting
this system, the construction of the ethnography reflecting various viewpoints, including those
of the members of the target culture/society, could be expected.
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