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Building a Digital Library of Kyoto Studies and its Multilingual
Information Access
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*Department of Computer Science, College of Science and Engineering, Ritsumeikan University
**The Organization for the Promotion of the COE Program, Ritsumeikan University
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This paper introduces a digital library of Kyoto studies and discusses issues in providing multilingual
information access to this digital library. As an example, we pick up “Heihanki (or Hyouhanki)” which is a
diary written by an aristocrat during the late Heian era (1132-1184), and describe our plans to digitize its
typefaced paper edition, to attach metadata, and to realize conceptual information retrieval method.
Moreover, we consider the possibility of applying cross-language information retrieval method to the
digitized text, which will realize information access to the text using other language such as English. This
research project aims at providing information access to the contents of Kyoto studies across both ages and
languages, by uniting the retrieval of paleography using modern language and cross-language information
retrieval, based on a common framework of conceptual information retrieval.
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